March 7, 1979

individual senator to have as many as he wants. If you have
the energy, the imagination, and the enthusiasm that it takes
to manage bills from the time you introduce them to the time
they get to the floor, then I think that's your responsibility,
and I, for one, have opposed limitations ever since I've been
here. This rule came about, I recall, from a great man out
west who once had eighty bills on this floor, and it bothered
some people, but it didn't bother me as a lobbyist and it
didn't bother a lot of senators, because he was energetic,

he was enthusiastic and sometimes used these bills to whip
cthers into shape. But that was the master at work and I
oftentimes think that we lack some of that today, because we
do, by rule, gag individual senators. If there are those who
wish te do nothing and draw their great sum of salary, four
hundred dollars a month, they can do so, but if there are
others who wish to introduce thirty bills, and have the courage
to put thelr name by it, that's best. Too often, many of us
carry more than we ten and we put them through a committee,

and that's where we have one of the biggest abuses of a
committee system. But I would hope that this Legislature

would study this seriously, would remove the 1limit upon the
individual senators, put the 1limit upon the committee of ten.
The committees, then, would be more judicious in the kinds of
bills that they allow their names to appear on, and the senators
who want to have as many bills as they think they can handle
will have to show the press, his constituents and others that
he 1s willing to put his name on the line, sponsored by Senator
Beutler, Senator Koch, Senator Chambers, or others, and then
you're going to have to defend them and you know as well as

I do, Senator Beutler, that getting on this floor and defending
and managing a bill is not the easliest job in the world, parti-
cularly if it's got a little weight in it. Now you can take
God, motherhood and country, a oneliner,and you may think it's
going to be simple, but my experience here has demonstrated
that you even get in trouble over motherhood occaslionally. You
think it's going to sell. It doesn"t always do that. But for
us to try to come here today and try to amend the rules in the
middle of a session I think is absolutely wrong, and we're

not thinking well when we attempt to do this. I will intro-
duce the bill...or amendment, Senator Beutler, that will take
the 1limit off the individual senators, put the 1limit on the
committees. This morning we allowed three bills to be intro-
duced. Now, why are we allowing that to happen when we're
almost at the midpoint of this ninety day session? Obviously,
those bills must have some merit, or either most of us are

so weak iIn our enthusiasm right now, we just say, let them go,
we'll wait for them. So, therefore, I oppose Senator Beutler's
proposal to 1limit us further as individual senators. There are
other ways which we can handle this.

1266



