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CLERK: There ax'e no more committee amendments.

SENATOR BURBACH: I move to advance LB914 to E A R Initial.

PRESIDENT: Senator Cal Cax'sten.

SENATOR BURBACH: I have no furthex comments. I may have some
closing remarks.

SENATOR CARSTEN: Nx. President and membezs of the Legislature.
I think we' re really down to one question, whether we want to
continue horseracing at the Fairgxounds. The Racing Commission
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has given the State Faiz' Board fair warning that unless they
improve their track and meet specifications, they will not be
granted the privilege of holding the next year. And the Race
Hoz'se Association, the members that bring these horses in are
saying that the track is too dangerous. The Jockeys are complaining
about the tzack as it is. It has to be improved or they will not
come back. We axe talking about a potential of a hali a million
dollars revenue ior the State of Nebraska, once this tx'ack is
brought up to a level where, it is safe and will draw a partici­
pation by leading horsemen and Jockeys over the state. I th ink
we are talking about whether we aregoing to maintain horse xacing
at the State Fair Oz ounds, or whether we are not. Thank you.

PRESIDENT: SEnatox Syas.

SENATOR SYAS: Just one quick question. How come other states..
other areas in the State of Nebz'aska can improve their tz'acks
keep their head up ab ove water, at least break even, or make a
profit and the State Fair Board can't operate this track and it
goes in the...can't keep up the track in the second largest city
in the state. Is it mismanagement or whatV I'd like to have
somebody answer i t .

PRESIDENT: Senator Burbach.

SENATOR BURBACH: Senator Syas. A state Fair opez'ation is acostly
operation. There is..are many dollars spent and a very minimum of
dollars have ever been requested by the State Fair Board from the
State General Fund for that opeation. Iowas gz'ants many of hundreds
of thousands of dollax's for the operathn of their State Fair. We
are not contributing. A State Fair is not on a paying basis. Local
County Fairs, which az'e not nearly as expensive are subsidiscd for
or by a mill levy. In the local communitics. This is not the
case of the Nebraska State Fair.

SENATOR SYAS: Nr. President, I asked him about thc track, not about
the fair. I want to know why the track isn't self supporting.

SENATOR BURBACH: There are other activities, and other ...that
AK-SAR-BEN uses, Former uses, they use other activities for their
operation of their tracks. And this track not only is a general


