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SENATON FELLNAN: Nr. President, and members of the Legis­
lature. I don't like the 14ea of' having to stand uy and
argue against the quiet gentleman that sits next to me.
I' ve been in the Legislature now for two gears and I' ve
thoroughlg enJoyed and have come to aypzeciate and like
Senator Kime very, very much. And I «ant it cleaz ly under­
stoo4 by all that though I'm very interested in the yassage
of' this bill and very, very much against the azguments
x'alsed bg Senator Kime, I have the highest resyect for hfm.
In fact, more often than not when I come in the morning,
I refer to him as Sheziff and I' ve enJoged very much the
stories of his vezg colorful career as a sheriff. I
recognise....I' ll give you the facts now, Senator Skarda.
Very bzieflg, this bill ayplies only to Douglas County and
it's doubtful that it would ever ayylg across the state
because of the nature of what's hayyening in the field of
corrections. Number two, all current thinking from the
federal level to the state level to the univexsities, in
law enforcement, ln corrections, all current thinking says
that the police departments and the law enforcement arms
should be separated from the corrections and from Jails .
Ne've done lt on the state level, this does it ln Douglas
County. Thirdlg, the sheriff in Douglas County ls aware
of this and though the State Sheriffs Association has
exyressed opyosition, there is no formal opposition that
has aux faced fxom the shexiff of Douglas County to this
bill as lt now stands having gone thxough many amendments.
There has been concern expressed that the Jobs of those
who are now emyloyed bg the sheriff in Douglas County are
in Jeopardy and that's not true. This bill, if gou will
read it, guarantees the Job of every person now employed
bg the shez'ifi. There has been concern that the shex iiis
auxiliary or reserve fozces in Douglas County will be in
Jeopardy. And there is specific provision to prevent that
in the bill. There has been concern expressed that there
could be politics la the appointmsnt of the corrections
direetox in Douglas County. That has been covered because
the bill syecificallg zequires that the person who is
aypointed by the County Board to be the Director of
Corrections be professionally and educationally qualified.
There is nothing in this bill that should cause any sheriff
in this state to be concerned. It ayplfes only to Douglas
County. It has safeguards in it for all the people who wozk
in the sheriff's department . No one 's Job will be in
Jeopardy. And the forward apyroach that people in Douglas
County are attemyting to take to seyarate corrections will
be brought about. The sheriff under this bill maintains
Jurisdiction ovez' every prisonex' until he is convicted.
After he is convicted, Jurisdiction switches to the
Department of Corrections which is exactlg where it belongs.
The corrections department can go in pzior to conviction
to intexview and if a man is being held in Jail and could
be placed on a work release program ox cou14 be placed on
an educational release progzam, then the Corrections
Deyartment has authority to wozk out that in eoopezation
with the sheriff. This bill is a very good bill. I can
un4erstand why sheriffs around the state are worried but I
can tell you there ls no need to worry because it doesn' t
apply to them and all the legitimate protections and concerns
that they have expressed have been zesolved within this bill.
Let me close bg telling you this. I have been in extremely
close contact with deputy sheriffs in Omaha and they have now
expressed to me their satisfaction with this bill. I' ve been
ln close contact «ith the reserve sheriff's peoyle.....
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