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Field 1n Omaha.

And again we have had a terrible time here in the .".idlands for
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Si'.iiATOP, O'.JvDPR: " .'hank you "Jadame eresident , members of the
Lerislature. I would disarree with a counle o" nr i n t s ­. ade
by Senator Luedtke. I think we ought to indef'initely z os
none LP43J!. .hese landin~ fees, certainly they are c'harmed
to the ma,',or carriers, but ti:.at' s,fust l i k e a t ax on t he
American .ruckine In~iustry. They are nayinr 1t because
thev are the ones who use It. And this 1s money that is
used to build these air str1ps and to keep them in pood
repair. They are the users, so why shouldn't they be the
ones who are payinr for it. And after all, we are not
talkinr about the air11nes here, we' re talkine about the
people who use the airlines. Jiot only the shippers, but
the passenpers, and I would say this. IJ' we were to eive
them this tax decrease that they are seekinr, would they
roll back the price of the airline fare accordinely?
Certainly they would not. I don't think I' ve ever seen
a time when a person was g1ven lezislatlon which would
reduce the1r cost. I' ve never seen a comnany roll back
their prices. It was gust like the personal orooertv
tax that we had a couple of years aeo. I didn't see any
stores reduce their prices. They had their inventory cost
reduced, they had their overhead reduced, they d1dn't pass
it on to tne consumer. .'Jow what makes you think that the
ma)or airlines are going to reduce the cost of your ticket.
I don' t ca r e 1 f yo u
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leave from Omaha, Hastings, or Scottsbluff.

several years now tryine to get better air service. . -.special l y
in Omaha. .'lost especially in Omaha. .liow these companies have
dragged 1t on and on and on and on. They don't rive an inch .
:lot a single inch. It's gust 11ke takine a course to the
Supxeme Court . You' ve eot to fight and fieht and fieht . T h ey ' l l
only give you what you fight for and what vou eet throueh the
FFA. So again, let's kill LB434, let's keep this coming in to
keep, not onlv our local airports, 1n eood renair but most
certainly a growing international airport soon to be at Epnley

PRESIDEJJT: Is there further discussion? Senator DeCamp 1s
closing.

SENATOR DECANP: Nadame President and members of the Legislature.
Just a couple of auick points . This bill might be called the
Santa Claus Bill because the only benefic1ary really is United
A1rlines to the tune of S68,000 or whatever amount it ends uo.
That's the only benefic1ary. Omaha is eoine to lose tax, out­
state airports are eoing to lose, and as I say, the only purpose
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kind of a Christmas gift to United. Now, I have been made
aware of a few facts that should clarify this. Omaha Airnort
doesn't pay the mill levy that we pay outstate that wss d1s­
cussed earlier, because there 1s a law aeainst it. United
Airlines actually imports most of 1t's fuel via pipeline and
buy it from United itself. So they buy very little from local
business. Very, very little. liow, although airl1nes nay Fuel
tax on fuels actually bought in !Jebraska, we have a lot of
airplanes; United, Front1er, and others land all the time that
have enough fuel and they don't buy any fuel here. Don't nay
any tax, but they use the airport facitlities and our air
space, the whole oackaee,there. So I think the bill 1s

of the bill is


