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PRESIDENT: Excuse me, Senator Schmit, go ahead.

SENATOR SCHNIT: Nr. President, members of the Legislature
would Senator Syas yield to another quest1on2 What is the
difference Senator Syas between a natural stream as described
in the title of the bill and a navigable stream which you
have descr i bed' ?

SENATOR SYAS: Mell, of course I don't really know tnat there
is any difference, a natural stream and a navigable stream
other than the fact that a natural stream would not necessarily
be navigable. That is the only difference that I can see.
You have have what 1s navigable and what are not but they
are still natural streams.

SENATOR SCHNIT: Then w1th any natural stream which is
referred to 1n the title of the bill be covered by this
legislation? In effect would they be allowed to....

SENATOR SYAS: It could be.

SENATOR SCHNIT: They would be allowed access to any area
from any natural stream.

SENATOR SYAS: Wll now wait a minute, you....lets get the
question r1ght f1rst. You were saying any area now. I
would like before I answer that ask you what you mean by
your quest i on .

SENATOR SCHÃIT: As you know Senator Syas these streams
always maintain a constant flow snd from time a to time and
lets a...a...much greater capac1ty than others and so there
would be periods of time when there would be areas such as
are described in the bill would be considered fa1r game
under this law. It might well be that 1t would be an
1mposition or trespassing upon private property, would it
not2

SENATOR SYAS: No, I don't think so because as long as you
stay in the boat on a free flowing stream the quest1on has
always been that the person always has the right of ingress
and egress by boat because the water belongs to the public.
The land under it doesn' t. Keep in mind that the person
could not anchor nis boat or go on shore but for instance
the Platte River, I think that is what you are thinking of
I can go up ana down tnat river in a boat all over it
legally as long as I don't get out on the shore or on a
sand bar because then the farmer or rancher could chase
me off because he owns the land, but he does not own the
water and that is the only thing that we are talk1ng about.
So you have to allow ingress and egress in a flowing stream
because the general public owns the water.

SENATOR SCHNIT: Alright then what need 1s there for the
b111 Senator Syas.

SENATOR SYAS: Pa r don?

SENATOR SCHNIT: Why do we need the bill then, if he has this
r ight n ow?

SENATOR SYAS: Because it has never been, that 1s the op1nion
of people but it has never been mlly in this legislature to
define and also the fact is that in th1s part1cular case we
unless we do something about it we can not force these people
to take down there cha1ns that across these necks behind d1kes


