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adopted then as amended by the Carpenter motion, all those in favor
of that motion say aye, those opposed say no. So ordered, the
committee amendments are adopted now, Senator Luedtke, we have the
committee amendments as amended adopted back to you. Thank you.

SENATOR LUEDTKE: Alright, now Nr. President and members of the
Legislature, as stated in the outset, this bill was questioned
by the Governor, and I find myself in an unusual position once
again standing up here defending the Governor's bill, and some of
his good friends in this body have been attacking it. But I think
that the point is this, that we completely missed the point on this,
this b i l l w a s b rought i n t o u t i l i ze l o ca l f a c i l i t i e s t o e n courage
regional and county jai l use rather than to send eemybody to some
big i ns t i t u t i o n whether i t b e i n L i n c oln o r Omaha and I don' t
care which place, but to keep them from being sent to a totally
brutaliz1ng situation as Senator Chambers has so well put it, to
mix them with another brand of c r i m inal en t 1 re ly . No w , another
thing that I think should be brought out is that the check writer
in many instances is an alcoholic and needs other types of local
treatment, needs alcoholism treatment on the local regional bagis
a nd sometimes people j us t l i k e t o ge t r i d o f p e ople l i k e t h i s , g e t
them out of their community and out of sight, out of mind, and that
is the wrong approach to rehabilitation or habilitation for these
people. Senator Carpenter about said it all as far as the pressures
that have been brought about by this bill, I doubt seriously that
the business person who wrote a letter or the Chamber of Commerce
actually considered the humane argument of keeping people in jail
l ocally and t r y i ng t o r e habi l i t a t e t hem local l y wh ich would be i n
their shadow, where they would have some responsibility, and in
fact I would dare say that it would be a great help for correctional
reform 1n Nebraska to pass this bill and force these people to be
kept in the community more so that the community could be more
interested in the problems of these people. because it is a com­
munity problem in many instances. Now as far as Senator DeCamp's
a rgument that he made about the two do l l a r pub l i c b i l l co l l e c t i o n
service of the county attorney, which Senator Carpenter referred
to, this is not. we have not repealed that section, that is still
p art o f t h e l aw , t ha t i s st i l l t he o r i g i na l and the f i r s t a c t io n
of the county attorney by law, so we have not changed that at all,
and probably that is accounted for the reduction from 30 to 12%
right there and that will stay in there, but their matn purpose
for this bill, coming back, is the idea of getting them back to the
local communities. Now Senator Carstens point about the check
writer agrigating so many tows, a ten dollar check here, a twenty­
f1ve dol la r c heck here, 1 f t h i s b i l l pro v i des as amended that
if you agrigate a thousand dollars and now as amended five hundred
d ollars , 1 f y o u agr igate f i v e hundred dol l a r s i n a y ear t ha t a
second offense is a felony. Senator Carstens, I think that would,
Senator Carstens I think that would satisfy part of your objection,
because 1f you will read it, anytime that you agrigate more than
f ive hundred dol l ar s i n a y ear and t h1s i s t h e k i nd o f f el l o w t h a t
he is talking about or woman that would go around and write these
checks and they would agrigate five hundred dollars pretty rapidly,
or else they wouldn't be in the business so I th1nk that it would
pretty much stop that sort of th1ng and Senator Duis talking about
the over draft for the bank would probably, would might charge
these people with a crime now, that 1s taken care of by sect1on 3
which is the affirmative defense when the bank knows what these
people have and when the individual knows that there would then
come to play an affirmative defense. Now Senator Kime, would you
y ield t o a q uest i on?

PRESIDENT: Senator Kime, would you yield to a question?

SENATOR KINE: Tes.

SENATOR LUEDTKE: Senator Kime, do you realize that with section
one and sectgon two of this bill, that this does not in no way


