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stat I.' Qyutom, rome/aber that • Local control and local tax
support aue decreed to be desirable arid are lii the bill
as now are. As Senator Carperiter stated now, as I understa/>u
the remarks siade tytne fiscal department, that under LR 581
we can rearrange the m>oney ti.at's available a- provided by
the Governor in iiis appropriation i 111 can be rearranged so
that we can make it applicai le to any number of districts
i ncluding 5 , C , 7 o r 3. ' ..ow wrat we need t o r e s o l v e n o w
and I hope c;e can do lt and I think we s.'iould i,e willirg
to go wit!i tl,e t>ajority voting an!i not take a lot of de­
i,atlng and whatever thc ma)ority says i;e'll have, 5, », 7
o r 8 d i s t r i ct s . I t i il n i ' t i gris i s t h e i m por t an t t i > i ng , t h a t
we move ahead on this and get all the counties assigned and
let's go by tiie ma)ority of tne vote and I think we can adopt
lt in short order. I will, however, vote for the five-district
area, or for the five-area concept.

SPEAKER: Senator F r ank Lewis .

SENATOR F. LE?/IS: /cr. Chairman, I'd like Senator Marner to
yield to a few questions.

SPEAi!ER: Senator :'/amer- yield to questions?

SENATOR MAB//ER: Yes.

SENATOR F. LE'>/IS: Senator Marner, ln dl.viding the state into
five distriCts, what was the logic behind the method of div­
ision in the partitioning of Rome here?

SENATOR MARNER! Mell, there was four general things taken,
fi>m things taken into account, to some extent where counties
had voted already to establish in some instances we also took
into account student numbers, we took into account the tax
base, we took into account how many administrative units
really was needed and one other thing. . .

SENATOR F. LEWIS: Let me, let me, let me address myself to
a couple of questions...

SENATOR MAR//ER: Oh, the locations of the institutions with
some idea of distances that kids have to go.

SENATOR F. LEWIS: All right, let's take those one at a time.
i/ow under your five-district plan, numbers. The Omaha area
would have in excess of 500,000 people involved in that one
district, is that correct?

SEWATOR MAHNFH: Yes.

SENATOR F. LEL/IS: There's 338,000 in the Omaha school district,
173,000 in eastern . i/ow that constitutes about 42f of the state
ln one district, I think. i/ow I don't understand that. So
numibera must not have been a criteria. To have five districts
and then put air.:ost half the state ln one of them. The second
point, tax base, and I would say that eastern has a tax tace
fully capable of sponsoring their program. he poirt I'd 'll;e
to address myself to after looking at tiie criteria is tri i s - ­

nurber one, this i eglslature salii to the people ln my district,
ue're going to go ful" blast with community teciinical school
:;ow you ge+ irto a strict so ti.at people in the easterri area
of the state excluding Or.:aha in !Mashlrgton, Oouglas i Sarpy County
and Mashington County got together, >eat into a distr' ct ''. a
vote of the people. ';>'e ran up and down i;i:e streets rying tc
get people to say, okay we' ve got to get into a dis rict i;ecause
tiie LeGislature said we nad to. Either we have to get into it
or ti>ey're going to put us ln one. And so we go around arid

say ti>is is a rar>date iy ti:e Legislature. " ;.'e choose where : ; e
" ant to >"o. itrer we go with Crsaha or;:e get in an>! or;.. our
own. ';!e nave 180,">CG people there; Rich 's the th>'rd largest
>i/st r / c t o /' t ii e ei p i i t al r ea d y . i /e ha v e a t ax i as e a r d t he p eo p l e


