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to the caze of the mentally retarded and this 1s involved,
Senator Carpenter, in this whole controversy. Those who
may not want to close Beatr1ce but at least cut it down
to let's sav, six or seven hundred and as I understand now
there's 1300 and at the to — at the top it had about 2200
and there are those that really don't want to g1ve Beatrice
even th1s much money because they want to z educe it in
s1se as much as poss1ble. I, for one and I th1nk it' s
the 1'eel1ng of at least a majority of the comm1ttee, we
don't want to cut Beatrice down to whez e some people
want to. We want to be fa1r. Me think that some are
trying to move too rapidly in this area. Therefore, I
think this recommendation we staz't out with s1x cottages,
see how the s1tuatlon works, see how the decentral1sation
of mental retardation works and then as per your bill that
we passed to stagger cap1tal construct1on appropriations,
we have this flexibility, we can come back and take another
look at it either next year or the following so I'd say
first of all, we have a staff that gathers 1nformation,
we take from them every ounce of facts that they have and
then we come up w1th our own recommendations and in this
case, based upon extreme pressure from many sides.

SENATOR CARPENTER: Thank you Senator. Let me say to
Senator Carstens,1f you feel that you have been unfairly
treated — that's not the right word, if you haven't got
what you think the need is, if you have any reasonable
application requiring add1t1onal amounts insofar as I'm
concerned, I' ll be glad to try to help you.

PRESIDENT: Chair recognises Senator Fred Carstens.

SENATOR CARSTENS: Well I want to get some information
f1rst from Senator Narvel if I could. I think you are
aware of the lawsuits that'have been f1led by various,
several groups 1n the State, Neb Ark and Lomar, whatever
they call themselves which bas1cally 1s an attack on the
Beatz ice State Home and that it does not provide proper
care. Now we have been tzy1ng foz years to remedy this
situation at Beatrice. There was some Justification that
there was not proper care, primarily because the Legislature
would never fund any p rospects. Now much has been accompl1shed
and much is go1ng on and I don't think that very many, in
fact I don't think anybody in th1s Legislature outside of
myself and probably one or two, know about the great improve­
ments that have been made at Beatr1ce and are going on.
Now in the Sect1on 5 which provides for the authorisation
of cottages accommodating 96 residents is one of the-the
cottage concept, first of all, is one other thing, Senatoz
Carpenter, I di — I am crit1cal of the, of the fact that we
can never get these concepts in operation in Beatrice. Me
can get them in all kind of community based centers and so
on regardless of cost but when it comes to Beatrice, we
can't move anywhere, but the — one of the problems we had at
Beatrice 1s the barracks type hous1ng which is not air
conditioned. It is not adequate, difficult to get in and
out, it is d1fficult to teach or manage or control anyth1ng
1n there and this cottage system is one of the means by
which this is attempted to be corrected. Now.the co t t a ges
which were recommended by the Governor were 12. Now I
believe that these--am I correct, Senator Marvel, these
each would 96, the bill is not clear, I'm a 11ttle concerned

SENATOR MARVEL: Mell I, my figures show that, that there' s
16, 16 beds 1n each cottage so if you bd1ld six you got 96 beds.

SENATOR CARSTEJJS: Okay . Now that takes care of 96. Now

about t h a t .


