
LH HS6 iay 10, 1973

other ulturnut,ive she has if she wants an abortion, o1'
going aiiead and having a child whicli she certainly never
had any intention of having. The only other alternative
might be to find a doctor who would skirt the law and let
her have an abortion i,ut I think this puts the medical
profession in a very aiff'icult position. 11ow I raised
this question with Paul O'Hare, the med1cal legal expert
who i.s behind ti.is bill and the only way that he could
reply to this problem is that if a woman has waited a few
weeks after be1ng raped to take any sort of action and
when she finds out that sne is def1nitely pregnant, she
will Just have to have tne bai'y if sne can't get consent
from the rapist to have an abort1on. Now this seems to
me to be an example of an incredibly callous attitude towards
women who may find themselves pregnant under circumstances
not of tneir own choice. .'Jow I think those who have backed
this bill have an obligation to try to deal with problems
like tnis, they' ve had tais problem for a long time and
it's disturbing to me that a question could come up. I'm
not an attorney but several attorneys have indicated to me
that not Just in tl:e question of rape but in several other
circumstances, fati;er consent coulc create serious legal
problems. And any time wnen tne father denies responsib111ty
for the cnild and in any case wi:ere the father 1s unava1lable,
the woman is then faced with the choice of lying, claiming
she doesn't know the father, doesn't know who the father was,
falsely claiming promiscuity or carrying through with a child
she doesn't want and in the case of rape, a child she may
never have consented to create. JJow when we debated the Equal
Rights amendment on this floor, heard the statement that we
in this body wanted to keep iJebraska women on a pedestal.
i<ow I doubted that statement now and I doubt it even more
looking at the abortion b111. It seems to me that in this
section with father's consent the 1nterest of this body may
be more to keep women barefoot and pregnant. I move for the
adoption of this amendment.

PRESIDENT: Sext to speak is Senator Goodrich, then Carpenter,
P roud, DeCamp and i a r s h .

SEIJATOR GOODRICH: Jir. Speaker, members of the body, I rise
in opposition to this amendment for the very reason that I
think we should keep th1s bill pure in its exact form that
it is right now. There's been a tremendous amount of work
done on this bill and I would suggest that we not amend 1t
at all. If they are interested, 1f certa1n parties are 1n­
terested in changing parts of it, let them introduce their
own 1'ill but this bill took so long to draft and to work out
and to work its way tnrough the committee so that we could
get it agreed to, ti.at I iwould suggest that we leave 1t in
its exact pure form that it 1s rignt now and I would oppose
any amenament to this b111.

PRESIDEIJT::Jext to speak is Senator Carpenter.

SEJJATOR CARPE'JTER: I move the prev1ous quest1on.

PHE"IDEiJT: Previous question nas been moved. The question
is, shall the debate now — wait a minute, does the chair see
5 hands? Thank you. Tne question 1s, shall the debate now
close'? All tnose in favor vote aye, all those opposed vote
no. Tne motion before us is to close debate. Clerk will
record.

C LERK: 2 6 e y es , 7 n ay s t o c l o s e debate .

PRESIDEJJT: Okay, the debate will now close. Senator Fowler,
do you want to close on your motion then, please . Senator
Fowler is closing.


