
nr a city eoune11 or any ottrtry' goveyolng body. We know
that pressures can be brought tn bear on penple whn run
for elective nff'lee in a community and they would be
afraid tn introduce fluoride intn the water if the scare
tactics and hffh pressure salesmanship have been brnught
r,o bear. Senator Lewis, I think that ln rpposing your
avendrrrent you will understand that I ar. dnlng lt ir.",nnd
faith and nnt out nf' vindictiveness but the next state..ent
I make may r.".ake lt seerr. that way and I want you tn under­
stand ln front that ft is nnt. There are some communities
in IJebraska which are nut of touch with the trends nf this
modern society, this modern wnrld, and these particular
communities have to be dragged, even if lt is kiclrlnf and
screaming, into the twentier;h century. And with ref'crence
to, at least, nne aspect of children's health, this bill
is designed tn dn that. I would sugyest that we defeat
Senatnr Lewis' amendment and any other amendment which
would, pardnn the pun, water dnwn this bill.

PRESID'-:iT: We have an amendment proposed here to Senator
Lewis' amendment. Stand by, Senatnr Snyder, ynu are next
to speak. Read the prnposed amendment, will ynu please,
to Senator Lewis' amendmenty

CLERK: .'".r. President, I mnve tn amend the Richard Lewis
amendment as f'ollowsr Head.

PRESIDES.: .he chair recognizes Senatnr Snyder.

SE'iATOR SSYDER: yr. President and members nf the Legis­
lature, this, in the often used words nf the rmglslature,
ls a compromise. I'm not sure, Nr. President, that it' s
entirely ln order. I am going to have tn ask for snme
guidance here, but I wnuld like to make a few statements
toward the amendment that I have propnsed. I am more than
happy to see some of' my outstate colleagues come up this
morning and use my term, that we are not 49 Gnd sends and
I am glad to see that in a couple of cases they have been
those that supported me in defending local control ln
Omaha regaxding at-large elections as opposed to the
Legislature impnsing a different style nn the people
against the people's desire. Row, in the Constitution
on Page 7, Article 3, Section 2, the first wnrds are,
The f'lrst power reserved by the penple is the intiatlve
whereby laws may be enacted by the people independently
of the Legislature. Section 3 covers a referendum.
Further back in the same Article nn Page 12 under Section
18, there is what we refer tn snmetimes as the "laundry
list". It says the Legislature shall not pass local or
special laws ln any of the following cases; that ls to say,
some of them are, laying out, opening, altering, and working
roads nr highways Vacating roads, town plats, streets,
alleys, and public grounds. Regulating cnunty and tnwnshlp
offices. Providing fnr the bonding of cities, towns, pre­
cincts, school districts, or of other municipalities.
I' ve got to say this. I, persnnally, am 100$ behind flurn­
idatinn. I, personally, speaking for myself, believe in
the value and the merits of fluoridation. I, personally,
voted for such ln a city election when that proposal was
before the people of my community. But, again, I am not
going to pretend that I have all the answers for all the
people of this state at all times, and I am going to say
when there is an issue such as this, and I will say it
right now, the same with abortinn, that there ls not a
clear cut need, in my opinion, I am going to let the people
have as much say as possible, and I am saying the same thing
for fluoridation right nnw. One of my very best f'riends is
an Omaha dentist and I might say to my knowledge there ls
probably a larger percentage in Omaha than anywhere in this
state, and I suppose politically they would have to be con­
sidered a group of snme power and certainly of snme merit,
and ft may be that they will decide that I am not the person


