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take away lneal control. Ve hate to see Washington imposing
restrictinns and conditions like this on the state and that' s
what we are doing here. I think lf it is sn good we shnuld
have a law frnm Congress to say that all states shnuld have
flunridated water. I wonder lf Senator Jnhnson wnuld yield
to a question. I wonder what the nenalty is f'nr not pro­
viding fluoridated water. I don't see any penalty in the
bi l l .

PRESIDEHT: Senatnr Johnsnn, do ynu care tn re s pnnd?

SEHATOR JOHHSOH: Yes. There is
nor i s t h e r e . . . beg your pardon.
charged with that respnnsibility
checklrg the water of every city
larly at the present time.

PRESIDE;ITi Are you all through, Senator 9laresh?

SEHATOP, ilARESHi ti!r. President, members, it seems to me if
we are going tn enfnrce this law, we have tn have a penalty

can't see how this cnuld be enf'orced iiithout having a
penalty for thnse that are responsible for this prncess.

PRESIDE (T: Senatnr Chambers. Actually, we are still speak­
ing on the Richard Lewis amendment and there is an amendment
to that up here, but gn ahead. Then, we will take up the
amendment after ynu speak, Senator Chambers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Nr. President, members nf the Legislature,
I am opposed to Senator Lewis' amendment and whenever issues
of this type come up, there is always a discussion about
local cnntrol. But the state ls supreme a5 far as making
laws wit!iln the borders of this state. There is no city
which has the power equal to the state. There is certain
pnwers which the cities are allnwed and villages, lf to
exercise if they will. Community, as it is used in the
Legislature, is an artificially defined area usually in
terms of geography and it wnuld be called a village, nr a
city of the first, secnnd, or third class, a primary,
a metropolitan, and so forth. But the state's concern is
not with real estate nr artificial boundaries, but the
health andi welfare of all of the citizens. If the states
sees that ln certain areas things that would benefit the
citizenry are nnt being dnne, the state then has a positive
responsibility to act and ln this situation, there are fear
tactics which can be used tn frighten penple nut of vnting
for fluoride or other things that would be beneficial. There
are appeals, as nften happen, tn religinn and I sent around
an article this morning to shnw what happens when some
people push this notion too far. Twn individuals had allowed
themselves to be bitten by snakes because the bible said Chat
if you believe in snake bite, ynu wnn't die. Well, the
snakes bit them and they didn't die. Then, they went a
step further and it said, drink any deadly thing and it
won't kill ynu. So, they drank strychnine and they died.
Hnw, I imagine some people could argue, forgetting about
the strychnine and say that if fluoride ls, in fact, deadly
and ynu have faith, then you wnn't die. Hut we know that
lt is nnt a pnlson because of t!ie large numbers of children
over the large number nf years whn have drunk fluoride...
fluoridated water, and adults tno, and whn have nnt died.
There are a lot nf substances, some of them produced by
the human body like insulin, which lf taken improperly or
in the wrong quantity can be pnlsnnnus. Sn, what we are
talking about nnw ls the reasnnable use nf a healthful
substance. The schools are organized under state law and
you Senators are going to get the opportunity tn have Omaha
elect the school board members by district because the state
nas the pnwer tn see that localities do what ls in the best
interest nf the citizens, not of' an individual school board
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no penalty ln the bill,
The Health Department is
the same as they are in
ln the state pretty regu­


