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lu nOW any Judge upnn roaohing agc 70 Shall retire. That' S
what It says in the present law. Upon retiring each such
Judge shall receive retirement annuities as provided in
certa1n law and the law says that when any encumbent Judge
attains the age of 70 said Judge may if he so des1res finish
serving the term during which he attains the age of 70.
;low then, the thing that the Retizement Committee was
considering here was to try to make it equitable between
Judges. Now some Judges have four year terms, some have
s1x year terms and some have to retire at the age 70.
If they say are 70 Just before they, the elect1on or
before the appointment. Now before you put the k111
motion on, it would seem to me that that part1cular feature
of the present law is not satisfactozy, if you feel that a
man should be able to be a Judge until he's 76, then he' d
ought to be a Judge until he's 76 and not have to retire
at age 70 as he does now if it's Just before an election.
And so instead of changing that, instead of putt1ng the
kill motion on possibly we should have an amendment and
say 74, at age 74 instead of 70 which 1s in the b111 at
the present time and make it mandatory that even though
it's the middle of the term that he retire at 74 in order
to make it un1form between Judges.

SENATOR CARPENTER: I'd be glad to agree to that. Will you
g1ve us such an amendment?

SENATOR WHITNEY: If you wish to put that amendment on, all
you have to do is to say that on page 2 line 5... Well,
let's see. Yes, I'd be very happy to put that amendment
on, 74 i ns tead of 72 .

SENATOR CARPENTER: Well, Senator, that shows the art of
compzomlse — we' re both reasonable men.

SENATOR WHITNEY: Yes. Nr. Pzesident, I move that the
committee amendment be amended such that the word 74 be
written there instead of 72.

PRESIDENT: All right, any further d1scussion now of that
committee amendment? Senator Barnett, do you wAsh to be
heard o n tha t?

SENATOR BARNETT: Yes, Nr. President. Senatoz' Whitney
yield to a question, please?

SENATOR WHITNEY: Yes.

SENATOR BARNETT: Beings that we have the art of compromise,
I Just have a question. Whether 1t be 74 or 80 or 76 or
what, how do you get rid of a Judge now if he becomes
incompetent?

SENATOR WHITNEY: Well, at the present time as I understand
it, I think Senator Luedtke could go through that better
than I could, Senator Barnett. How do you get zid of a
Judge now in case he becomes incompetent?

SENATOR LUEDTKE: Nr. Pzesident, in answer to Senator Barnett,
we have a qualif1cat1on comm1ss1on under the merit plan
system which is appointed by the Governor which exists at
the complaint of any citizen of the State of Nebraska. It
does not have to be a lawyer, it can be any citizen at any
time can put in a complaint either as to senillity or as
to alcoholism or illness or any other reason for disquali­
fication. Now when a complaint is filed, that individual,
that particular disqual — or qualification comm1ssion holds
a hearing or investigates it, makes recommendations. There
have been some Judges who have actually z etired because of
the fact that enough inquiry was made that they got out before
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