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that's about our economy. At the present rate of growth, the
budget of the Federal Government would be over one trillion
dollars, the size of our entire economy today, by the 1990's,
and that's only about cne reneration away. fovernment on

the Federal, State and local level, took 25% of the nation's
income in the mid 1659's, now it's up to 32%. I'm sure that
those of you who have joined me over the last several weeks

in completing thelr Federal Income Tax Returns, are well

aware of this trend. The Federal Zovernment takes over the

20% of your versonal income, without prover restraint, with-
ocut the action taken by the President to insure substantial
savings, maintaining a balance budget at full employment which
require your versonal income taxes to increase 15%. I know
that Governor Exon has insisted that there be no tax hike for
Nebraskans thls year. His attitude reflects our view, that

the American pecpnle have been taxed to the breaking point,

and that no new Federal ftaxes should be required to finance

the new Federal budget. This budget recduces, terminates,
changes 115 outmoded nroerams currently paid for by you

and the rest of the American tax payers. These reductlons

were decided only after four vears of occasionallv frustrating
vet probing, testing for the value of these nrograms, combined
with intensive deliberations by the office of manasement and
budpet, having come from 042 myself, and I know that you are
aware of this problem, there 1is just 1increasins difficulty and
sheer agony that poes into any cut in any prorram for anybody.
These decisive actions will save eleven billion dollars,
between ncw and June 30tn, the end of this fiscal year, and in
the subsequent two years, t.z: will save one hundred and
nineteen million dollars and twenty four, billion dollars,
excuse me, and twenty four billion dollars resnmectively for

a total of fifty four billion in the next three years. These
programs that were cut or changed or eliminated, all had to
face up to one strict test. ias it worth the tax increase to
the American neople, to continue their existance. The answer
was no, to these 115. As exnected, an uproar from special
interests involved in these programs has instantly surfaced.
fentlemen, plaln common sense will tell you that specizl interest
cannot be met at the expense tc the econonmy of this nation.
Inflation hits evervone, it blunts the edge of business
incentive and slows progress in industry and arriculture. This
we cannot have if we are <o continue to prosper at home and in
world trade. I urze you as leglslators, consumers, tax payers,
neads of households, anc concerned citizens who are in a
position to dc somethins about our ezonomic nicture, to generally
assist the nresident 1In his battle arainst the bergeoning
budget, holdins~ the line which 1s never easv will call for
everyone's cooperation. Let your congressman know where you
stand on curbing inflation. I'd like to turn now for a few
minutes to another issue which doubt is waginc, an issue which
I know this body has thoursht about previously and which I would
like to address and perhans clear un some possible confusion.
It's our attempt to make the transportation decision making

in this county =set closer to vou, to et closer to the pnecple,
to get awav from 'Jashington. e are all aware of our urban
problems, we are aware of our rurzal problems, I think that we
feel that there 1s a time and now 1s that time to change our
current program. In almost everv larse city, todav's rush
hour crisis looks the same, with cars bumper to bumper, exhaust
rollution filling the air and Americans are demanding that
sometnines be dcone 2hout it. Similariy we have nroblems 1n

our rural areas, rural citizens without cars vitally needing
public transportation, all of these thinrs have led us to
formulate what we consider as a constructive prorram to deal
with these. The 73 Hirhwav Act proncsed by the president

takes a first and very modest step in applyin~ some hard headed
realism tc creatings a balanced transportatlion system. First




