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SENATOR RASMU.".S»EN: Once this is moving then that LS 146
hc bracketed .

SPEAKEP.: I didn»t quite catch !he rest of your motion,
Senator .

SENATGP. RAS:IUSSE !: would be bracketed until LB 268 catcnes
up with it.

SPEAKER: Unt11 LB 268 catches up. Ok. The motion now
is to bracket the b111 and we will take a vote or. that.
Senator Luedtke .

SENATOR LUED.KE: .!!r. President, and I will speak to that
motion. Senator Pasmussen is talk1ng about:".ills that have
been passed since the Cupre."..e Court opinion, and that 's
what he is attempting to do with his bill and that has
nothing to do with what Senator Chambers talked about.
Senator Chambers was saying Just what the Attorney General
has told us time and time again and that is that the exist­
ing law with regard to the death penalty are null and void,
and we Just as well get them off the books. You keep talk­
ing about you got a lot of laws on the books. !!hy don't we
get rid o. some. his is one the upreme Court has said
is no law. He can't have it. ':!e Just as well get rid of it.
Now, ultimately, you are going to get rid of it or the

way. So, I have no obJection to hclding 1: over. I don' t
see an„" advantage 1n doing it one way or another, but we
can hardie them at the same time Just as well.

SPEAKER: The chair next recognizes Senator Chambers.

SENATOR CHA!!BERS: I will speak after Senator Carpenter.

SPEAKER: All right. .ha,"~k you. Me have two others that are
waiting to speak. Senator Proud is next, then Senator
Carpenter. Proud. Excuse me. Senator Carpenter, I guess
y ou are nex t .

SENATOP; CARPE.'STEP:: This, like many ouest1ons before this body,
is a psychological political problem. If we do what Senator
Chambers wants to do on Final Reading» and I have no obJection
to it, many people who do not understand who accept that this
body has done away with the death penalty and they will not
understand that there is another bill coming back of this
bill to reinstate 1t to the point we think we can, and that 's
the only problem confronting is the people, for whatever that' s
worth, would and probably could and m1ght misconstrue what
we are doing, and I th1nk that's the only problem we have.

SPEAKER: !1ow, Senator Chambers, Actually we have before
the body Just the motion to bracket the biil. until 268 catches
up with it.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Yr. President and members of the Legislature,
I am opposed to bracket1ng this bill. It would not serve any
useful purpose and I can understand Senator Rasmussen's con­
cern and w1thout intending to sound patronizing or anything
else, some of these bills that have been introduced purporting
to reinstate the death penalty are worse than the ones that
they are replac1ng and I am confident that they, too, will
be struck down. For those oi' you who do not read court de­
c1 tons and take all ox your information from the newspaper
and editorial columns, you ought to have it brought to your
attention that the way the Supreme Court phrased 1ts opin1on.
it would be impossible to draft a death penalty statute which
the Supreme Cour would consider Constitutional. The only
wav the issue will come before the Court again is to have some­
body sentenced to death. He will appeal autcmatically. There
1s an automatical appeal in the case of a death penalty any­
way, and these statutes will be struck down. There is a desire
to make it appear on the part of certain members of the Legis­

Revisor 1s going» to come in next year and get rid of it any­


