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Legt:rlature and by that, I don't mean that lf we vote-people
vote f' or partisan Legislature they are going to run Che Le@a
lature. I can vote any way I want whether this Legislature is
partisan or nonpartisan. But lf it fs partisan, the person
who runs for the Legislature wl'1 have to appear as a Republican
or as a Democrat or as an Indeoendent or as a Socialist or
something. At least ttie people of this state would know that
much about you. As it s«ands now, sorre of «hem know ncthing.
Of course, Republicans can run as Republicans and really be
Democrats and vice versa but I thl.nk most people are more or
less proud of the party in wl ich they are registered and
afterall, the membexs of the Congress run on a party ticket,
and what's the matter with that. Furthermore, what's the
matter with putting it to the vote of the people. Mell , I ' l l
tell you what's the rriatte tilth it in some people's view in
this body and I understand their apprehension, they might not
get elected. As every member of this body knows that he can
be elected on a nonpartisan ballot. . hat ' s how we al l h a p ­
pened to get here, isn't it„ but we don't know f' or sure that
we can get electer! on a part;lean ballot. I, for one, will
take my chances. You say, wel! tf at is easy for you to say
Proud. Your district ls probably mostly Republican and you' re
a Republican. Mell, I' ll take my chances anyway but once again
what's the matter with putting it to the vote of the people.
Let's take the bull by the horns and let the people of this
state decide it.

SPEAKER: The ch a ir re c o gn izes Senator B urbach.

SENiATOR BURBACH: Nr. President and members of the Legislature,
Chat was quite a speech we gust heard from Senatox Proud. >Jhen
I knew him a few years back, he was registered as a Democrat.
Yes, he saw the light Senator Duis says because his district
f.s predominately Republican as he indicated. I suppose Chat
at times that there is no one any more partisan than I am, so
I think today, not whether someone should be partisan ox not
but when they should be. I feel that there is a distinct time
to be a partisan and a time not to be partisan. A place to be
partisan, a place not to be partisan. Nebraska Legislature
is not tlie place nor is it the time to try to make it the p!ace.
I have many friends ln both the Democrat and Republican part@ca.
I value their friendship and their council but I do not want
them telling me here in the Legislature how I must vote on a
specific piece of Legislation based solely on the political
considerations involved. I vote my conscience and what I
think is good for the people of my district and state, Democx'at
or Republican. If I think political consideration should enter
into a decision, I take this into account and so does every
other member of this body if he wants to speak truthfully about
it. am fearful that with the current size of this Nebraska
Legislature that partisanship which of'ten is merely Democxat
opposing legislatf.on sponsored by a Republican and Republican
opposing a Democrat because he ls a Democrat, that will over­
shadow the logic. I am fearful that energetic party leaders
will want to take on a position on everything and I think today
that this neither necessary or desixable. I feel strongly that
making this body partisan will lead to a two house Legislature
which Nebraska neither needs or can afford at this tire. Mhen
you set up a partisanship as an overriding authority on a body
of this size, you invite these problems. Irrany, many bills
suds!enly get no public hearing at all. Someone's dignity is
offended then this oversihadotis what should be. Bills will
start disappearing like snowf lakes on a warm day. By no meaas
do I wish to say that a partisan legislature ls corrupt, however.
What I'm talking about is what happens when you do have a par­
tisan legislature. When you have a large lawmaking body which
means you generally have a populace state with many complex
problems, I could see where there could be a marl.t in partisan­
ship. Congress, for instance, I f'eel should never be nonpartisan
It could not function. By the sar..e token, this Legislature
functions extremely well for Nebraska andi the people of' Nebxaska


