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SPEAKER: The Chai r r e cognizes Senator Kennedy.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Nr. President, fellow members, if Senator
Schmit is here, he probably can give you more details on the
amendments, on the particular bill.

SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes Senator Schmit.

SENATOR SCHNIT: Nr. Presid nt and membex's of the legislature,
the amendments to the bill are drafted by the Nebraska Medical
Association and also the Hospital Board, and I could go through
them individually, but basicaily I would prefer Just to explain
them, then if the members have any questions on a specific
amendment I will go into it in detail, but the amendments pro­
vide basically that the physician who hires the physician
assistant will be responsible for each and every act of that
person and the bill when we criminally drafted it was copies
after the Florida Statute which provides for certification of
the Physician's Assistant in that state and the amendments which
we have here that our committee amendments are those amencments
which are necessary to make the Florida language correspond to
Nebraska language, Nebraska law, pius the respon-, the necessl.ty
of placing the responsibi.lity for the physicians assistant
dixectly with the physician and this way in this mannez the
question of malpractice insurance is not going to be a ma„'or
one and the bill does have the support of the medical Association
and University of Nebraska School of Nedicine has the support
of the Hospital Association, so there wez'e no opponents at
the hearing and there ls no opposition to my knowledge to the
bill at this time. I move the bill be advanced, pardon me,
I move the amendments be adopted.

SPEAKER: Is there any further discussiog the committee amend­
ments. The Chair recognizes Senator Clark.

SENATOR CLARK: Nr. Chairman and members of the body, I'd like
to ask Senator Schmit a question.

SPEAKER: Senator Schmit will you yieldy

SENATOR SCHNIT: Yes I will.

SENATOR CLARK: Now you say lt's not going to make any diff'erence
on the i x * malpractice insurance, but I have doctors tell me that
they have asked the insurance companies bow much their malpractice
is going to go up, lf they hlxe one of these people, they say it
isn't a matter how much it's going up if you hire ore let us
know so we will cancel all of us. Now if he's directly zesponsible
for each and every act of these, I don't see how the malpzactice
is not going to be effected. Perhaps you have some other solution.

SENATOR SCHNIT: Yes, Senator Clark, this is the same argument
I think that we heard from the past bill a year ago, Dr. NcGee
who works with the committee on drafting of this certification
bill, and Dr. Cogill who also worked with us, Dr. Mason in
HcCook who worked with us have told me that they have checked
with their malpractice carriers and it will raise their cost
of their malpracti.ce insurance $40.00 per year, $40.00 per year
that's all it will raise their malpractice insurance, a very
negligible amount. This is a statement from the Doctors them­
selves.

SENATOR CLARK: Now this will be hard for me to believe being
that it's going up 30 or 40 percent now without it. To me if
they get this in right I don't see how they can determine that
it's going to be a $40.00 raise in malpractice.

SENATOR SCHHIT: The Doctors have asked the carriers, they have
been informed it would raise thelz' insurance rated $40.00 I
have no reason to believe, Senator Clark, that the doctors would


