January 25, 1973

who would normally have the children move west or someplace llke
that, consequently you get into the growine parts of Omaha,
where there 1is new construction and you're in some cases on half
days schools, and so forth, because of lack of bulldines and
its unfair to the children of the city to not have the proper
facilities the whole school in, I was out campaigning in my
district and I come upon a block and I was golng fo knock on
the doors and I noted a little sign on the door, public

school, and it dawned on me and I inquired of the neighbor

up the block, and there were about eight houses in a row, that
were school houses for the Omaha school district, at least I
assume they were the Omaha School district, they're in my
district, that because of, naturally we don't have the schocl
building, now in Northwest High we built Northwest High and
it's a growing area of town, I made a prediction that there
will be more people in Omaha in that particular area of town
in the next ten years than any other legislative district in
the state, when we go to redistrict agaln. We need these
buildings +nd we can't keep up with these population shifts,

by a four mill levy, I have perfect confidence in the Omaha
school board wiiich incidently are elected by the people to
utilize their roney wisely and I wish I had a map of the city
cf Omaha, of the Omaha school district rather in front of me
today so I could illustrate this population generally speaking,
this population shift that has caused disruption of where the
children are relative to where the school buildings should be.
I urge this legislature to not indefinitely postpone this bill,
to pass the bill cn to final reading and I hope it passes, on
one of the present mill levy in particulazr I might say in the
Senator Skarda's district, I understand he has got a new bill,
new building coming up. I need them in my district, very much
so and I think other Senators need facilities in their district.
Therafore, I would urge the members of this legislature to nct
postpone this bill and send it on it's normal course to final
reading.

SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes Senator Proud, then Senator
Kelly, then Senator Stahmer.

SENATOR PROUD: Well Mr. President I personally don't live in
Omaha school district, but I do represent some people who do
lie there. Senator, most of the, practically all of the Omaha
delegation, the Douglas County delegation live in the city of
Omaha, so I'm interested that Senator 3karda has put the in=
definite postponement motion on this, he lives in the city of
Omaha, and I presume in the Omaha school district. Senator
Mahoney lives there, I'm anxious to hear from rim too, I voted
tentatively to advance the bill at the same time I haven't made
up my mind, as of right now, how I'm going to vote on this
mction, because I have a question to ask Senator Stahmer.

SPEAKER: Senator Stahmer willl you yileld tc a question?

SENATOR PROUD: Stahmer I'm certalinly in favor of having adequate
buildings, at the same time I get lots of complaints from tax
payers in my district, furthermore I'm up for reelection in

about a year and a half, you've announced you're not going to

run again, I don't want to put you on the spot but I understood
that from the press or somebody, now is it, and I'm sorry to

be so misinformed on this but I wasn't atv the public hearing,

I'm not a member of the Committee, cannot the people vote to
float bonds to construct bulildings?

SENATOR STAHMER: Mr. Speaker Proud I'm glad you raised the
question because there are two things I wanted to touch on in

my original address but I did not cover them, we are paying over
three and a half million dollars a year right now in bond costs,
which could obviously we weren't spending that tnree and a half
million each year for bonds bulld enough school buildings to
more than take care of our needs. DBut the bond costs are not
only are great on the district now but the bond charges them-
selves are now so high that if indeed the citizens were to
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