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The following constitutes the reasons for this bill and the purposes which are sought to be
accomplished thereby:

LB 181 will provide inclusion of all at-risk youth who meet the eligibility criteria for the Bridge to
Independence Program regardless of immigration status. Federal law and case law indicates that this inclusion
is appropriate when the state specifically states their intention to support these youth. Bridge to Independence
provides at-risk youth who have aged out of the foster care system at 19 years of age and who have no
family support, with health care coverage through Medicaid and casework support in finding post-secondary
or technical education, employment, housing and other necessary life skills and supports for another two years
until they reach age 21.
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