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COMMITTEE STATEMENT

LB116
 
 
Hearing Date: Thursday January 23, 2025
Committee On: Revenue
Introducer: Ballard
One Liner: Change provisions of the Convention Center Facility Financing Assistance Act and the Nebraska

Visitors Development Act
 
 
Roll Call Vote - Final Committee Action:
          Advanced to General File
 
 
Vote Results:
          Aye: 8 Senators Bostar, Dungan, Ibach, Jacobson, Kauth, Murman,

Sorrentino, von Gillern
          Nay:   
          Absent:   
          Present Not Voting:   
 
 

Testimony:
Proponents: Representing: 
Senator Beau Ballard Opening Presenter
Jason Ball Lincoln Chamber of Commerce, Visit Lincoln
Brent Smoyer NE Travel Association
Joseph Kohout Lancaster County Board of Commissioners
 
Opponents: Representing: 
 
Neutral: Representing: 
Jon Cannon NE Association of County Officials
 
* ADA Accommodation Written Testimony
 
 
Summary of purpose and/or changes:
LB 116 makes changes under the Convention Center Facility Financing Assistance Act, providing for a new definition
of applicant, allowing the area to be contiguous or noncontiguous, providing a cap of one hundred and fifty million
dollars ($150,000,000.00), providing for consideration of public testimony in decision making, and provide for funds to
be used towards expansion and maintenance otherwise not allowed currently.

Section 1.  Amends Neb. Rev. Stat. § 13-2603 to add definitions for applicant and  maximum aggregate appropriation,
containing a cap of one hundred and fifty million dollars ($150,000,000.00) for any one project, and adds a provision
for associated hotels to contain contiguous or noncontiguous properties.

Section 2.  Amends Neb. Rev. Stat. § 13-2604 to add a provision regarding approval of acquisition, construction,
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improvement, or equipping of eligible facilities. 

Section 3.  Amends Neb. Rev. Stat. § 13-2605 to harmonize provisions with the Act and add a restriction that state
assistance is only to be used for repayment of the project.

Section 4.  Amends Neb. Rev. Stat. § 13-2606 to add a provision that any additional information provided to the state
after the hearing on an application shall also be provided at the same time to the applicant. 

Section 5.  Amends Neb. Rev. Stat. § 13-2607 to add testimony at the public hearing as an additional consideration in
making a decision on an application by the board. 

Section 6.  Amends Neb. Rev. Stat. § 13-2610 to harmonize provisions with the Act.

Section 7.  Amends Neb. Rev. Stat. § 81-3717 to add expansion and maintenance of visitor attractions and facilities
as the permissible uses to the County Visitors Improvement Fund.

Section 8.  Amends Neb. Rev. Stat. § 81-3720 to add provisions to allow the county to directly fund expansion,
improvement, and maintenance of visitor attractions and facilities, and add “maintenance” to other areas of the
statute, and harmonize additional provisions with the Act.

Section 9.  Repealer.
 
 

 

R. Brad von Gillern, Chairperson
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