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The following constitutes the reasons for this bill and the purposes which are sought to be
accomplished thereby:

The Equal Opportunity Scholarship for Students with Special Needs Act empowers the
parents of children with special needs to pick the best learning environment for their child.
Parents know what is best for their child and look to match their children’s unique needs
and abilities with the proper schools. This is especially true for the parents of exceptional
children, who face a unique journey that requires empowerment, options, and collaboration.

A parent of a student with exceptional needs who received special education services under
an Individualized Education Plan or a plan under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act at
any point in the preceding semester at a public school may apply for the Equal Opportunity
Scholarship.

The State Treasurer will supply the application form and ensure the transfer of funds while
the Department of Education will determine the details of the application process.

The Equal Opportunity Scholarship will be funded by the Nebraska State Lottery
Operation Trust Fund.
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