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PoLICY ANALYSIS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

TheEducation Committee of the Legislature has argsiponsibilityf protecting students and
WHDFKHUV DQG LW GRHVQ-W WDNH WKDW UROH OLJKWO\ (Q
gualified, l-abiding teachers of good moralrabter is of the utmost concevhilg at the same

time ensuring that certification requirements are enacted in a way to increase opportunities for
teachers across the state. Simultaneous to these consideratiomgjithateischool districts

Nebraskare able to hire the faculty necessary to provide robust education opportunities for its
VWXGHQWY WR EHVW SUHSDUH WKHP IRU SRVWVHFRQGDU\ HC
ideallyin those career fas where the state is experiencing a workforce shortage.

Although tle Committee is interested in hearing other proposals that may be intneiodesd,
multifaceted responsibilities in miiwd the subsequeyt discusseasonsand based on the data
presented in this repottie Education Committesakes the following recommendations

That the State Board of Education promptly remove the basic skills competency exam as an
entrance requirement for teacher preparation programs in Nebraska, amdohatior sign such
rules and regulations, thereby following the intent of the 2003 Legislature and Governor Johanns
with the enactment of LB685.

That the State Board of Education allow for alternative methods of proving basic skills competency
for the cetification of teachers in Nebraska while still maintaining a commitmentdadiityh
WHDFKHUV LQ 1HEUDVND:-V FODVVURRP 7KDW WKH /HIJLVODW
methods, and that the governor support both such efforts.

That the @mmissioner of Education exercise his authority and look for ways to improve

equivalencior licensed teachers in other states. Such efforts should explore agreements with

specific states whose standards are equivocal to those in Nebraska, as vesikashaioce
VWUHDPOLQH WKH DSSOLFDWLRQ DSSURYDO IURP LQGLYLGXECLC
high-quality performance in the classroom. That the Nebraska Department of Education utilize all
possible techniques for determining such agpMtaV TXDOLILFDWLRQV SULRU WR G
approval requires additional college coursework.

That the Nebraska Department of Education esttadliotating review of subjetatter
assessments to ensure that the exams accurately raftadetitbeingtaught pursuant to the
endorsements they support.

That the Department of Health and Human Services explore and, if possible, add the National
Association of School Psychologists to the Provisional Licensed Mental Health practitioner
application process ane of the approved credentialing institutions for the state Medicaid plan.

That the State Board of Education take the feedback of librarians and other school personnel before
considering future changes in rules and regulations regarding these alafession




CHAPTER |: RESPONSIBILITY FOR EDUCATION
CERTIFICATES AND PERMIT S

The Legislature has delineated the responsibilities for educational certificates and permits across
threeHQWLWLHY 7KH &RPPLVVLRQHU RI (GXFDWsuRQQ "&RPPLVVL
reissuingand denying certificates and perhassyvell as filing petitignghen applicablejth the

Nebraska Professional Practices Commis$i88&u IRU VDQFWLRQV RI FAUWLILFI
The responsibilities of the Commissioner may be carried out by the Nebraska Department of
(GXFDWLRQ "1'(p VWDII

7KH 6 WDWH %RDUG RI (GXFDW L Raopt éhRpdinGlgateKuley¥ aldK H D XW KR
regulationselated tdhe issuance, renewahidé revocation, and suspension of the certificates and
permits® The Board has the authority to also issue temporary permits, valit fovaipears, to

any applicarfor certification who has not completed the requisite hugiaioms trainint).

Similarly, the Commissioner has the authority to issue conditional permits, valid for up to one year,
while an applicant is waiting for criminal history record information checks if other requirements
outlined instatute are satisfied.

This report, in accordance with the requirements set forth in the Occupational Board R&form Act,
is examining foueachingertificateslnitial, Standard, Professional and Temp®eaghing
CertificatesThe Initial, Standard, and Professional Teaching Certificates are referred to by NDE as
regular certificatés

In addition to certificates, which authorize a qualified individual to engage in teaching,
administration, or providingexial servicéshe Board has created permits that provide restricted
authorization to an individual who does not yet meet the qualificatioregidaacertificate
engage in teaching, administration, or providing of sEaviaks.

The PPC has the authority to adopt and promulgate rules and regulations ttedgped dte
admonishments and public reprimands of certificate or permit holders, as well as the hearing process
for petitions filed bthe Commissioner and the reinstatement process for certificates ané’ permits.

Procedurally, the Board requests the PPC conduct hearings on petitions filed by the Commissioner,
and when deemed necessary, the PPC makes recommeridadtie Board regarding appropriate

action to be taken. Private admonishments and public reprimands are handled exclusively by the
PPC, while recommendations for suspension or revocation are given to the Board to take action
uponi' The Board is granted the sole authority to revoke, suspend or reinstate a licens# or permit.




CHAPTER |l: ENTITY INFORMATION

State Board of Education

The StateBoardof Educationcreatedh theNebraska Constitution, consist®ight members

elected on a nonpartisan ballot representing districts of substantially equal population as provided by
the Legislaturé Board nembers are required to be United States citizens and Nebraska residents in
the distict from which he or she is elected for at least six months immediately prior to his or her
electiont! Furthermoreboardmembers shall not be actively engaged in the teaching profession nor
shall they be currentiplding angtat office’ Finally, board members shall not be the member of

any state board or commission unless the entity is limited to an advisory®capacity.

The Board is required to meet regularly and periodidedgtabur times per yéam 2021, the
Boardheld11 regularly scheduled meetihgs.

The annual budget for the Bo&wdthe past fivéiscalyearsas well as the current fiscal ys@s
follows™®

Fiscal Year | Annual Budget Amount
201516 $85,099
201617 $35,099
201718 $35,099
201819 $35,099
201920 $35,099
202021 $85,099

Commissioner of Education and Nebraska Department of Education

The position of Commissioner ahéNebraska Staf@epartment oEducationwere also both
createdn the Nebraska Constitutigvith the Commissioner being hired by the B8ard

The Commissioner, or a designated representative, is required to attend all Bug@xoept
whenthe Board is selecting a Commissii@smmissioner Matt Blomstedt was present at all
meeting*

The Educator Certification division of NDE is-$aeffded by fee¥.The annual budget for the
division, which accounts for all certification activities, for the pdstcalgearsas well as the
current fiscal yeds, as follow$

Fiscal Year | Annual Budget Amount
201516 $561,263
201617 $591651
201718 $19038
201819 $603883
201920 $589635
202021 $635,902

—
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Nebraska Professional Practices Commission

The Professional Practices Commission was legislatively created and consists of 12 members
appointed by the Governor and shalidmesentative of elementary classroom teachers, secondary
classroom teachers, school administrators, and postsecondary &ducation

Meetings are held when called by the chairperson and are not required to be held in any specific
frequency® The PPQypically meet®ur timesper yeaf’ In 2021, the PPC met three times after
having to cancel its September meé#ting.

The PPC is completely cash funded from the Professional Practioessiim Funé,which
receives $13.00 from each fee paid for the issuance of a certificate BTperemnual budget
for the PPQor the past fivéiscalyearsas well as the current fiscal yeagollows:

Fiscal Year | Annual Budget Amount
201516 $136,955
2016172 $138,166
201718* $137,561
201819 $138,224
201920* $140,486
202021%¢ $145,235




CHAPTER Ill: TYPES OFTEACHING CERTIFICATES

Teaching certificates reviewed in this report are statutorily authorized in Neb. R#9.856.

The Board has adopted specific rules for these certificates in Nebraska Administrative Code Title 92
Chapter 2188005 and 00&.Statements from the NDE on the effectiveness of the licenses can be
found in Appendices A, B, C and®D.

The fee associated with a teaching certificate valid in both public and nonpublic school districts is
$55 or $105 with fingeipt costs. Certificates valid online in nonpublic school districts are $40 or
$90 with fingerprint costsRefer to nexthapteffor fingerprintrequirements.

Initial Teaching Certificate

Thelnitial TeachingCertificatas valid for teachirig all Nebrasa school systeregceptif
requested by the applicant at the time of applicatertjficatevill be issued that is omglid in
Nebraska nonpublic school systems.Iiikial Teaching Certificagxpires August 31 in the fifth
year following the yeaf issuance or renewal

For the five most recent certificatiggars (September 16, 2016 to August 31, 2(ZA[) Initial
Teaching Certificates have been issued and one denied. There have beatictisras well as
pendiies assessed againstrstial Teaching Certificate hold®rs.

An application forray type of teaching certificasn be denied if someone does not disclose
required information such as a pcionviction or loss of license in another state or agency.
teaching certificate can be subjectniinémumtwo-year revocatigup to a permanent revocation

for a wideranging level of activity including, but not limited to, a violation of school district policy
to criminal activity. Meanwhile, penaltiesgfaching certificates can range for from a private or
public reprimand to a otyear suspensiéh.

Standard Teaching Certificate

TheStandard Teaching Certificatgalid for teaching in all Nebraska school systems, éxcept
requested by the applicanthet time of application, certificate will be issued that is only valid in
Nebraska nonpublic school systehieStandard Teaching Certificexpires August 31 in the
fifth year following the year of issuance or renABwahdividual possessing thestiicate type
must be eligible to hold or have heldhétral Teaching Certificaséd taught hatime or more for

a minimum of two consecutive school years while holdigglar certificaté

For the five most recent certification yeaept{emberal, 2016 to August 31, 202,476
Standard Teaching Certificates have been issued and nond lieneiddve been 29 revocations,
as well apenalties assessed against 10 Standard Teaching Certificate holders.

Professional Teaching Certificate

TheProfessional Teaching Certificatealid for teaching all Nebraska school systemseptif
requested by the applicant at the time of applicatentificate will be issued that is only valid in
Nebraska nonpublic school systeswsindividual possesg this certificate type must be eligible to




hold or have held@tandard Teaching Certificageight halfime or more for a minimum of two
consecutive schodHD UV D QG KDY Hs ddyrigeQutin he pasivtad #drs.

For the five most receoertification years (September 16, 2016 to August 315Z11)
Professional Teaching Certificditege been issued and one deniedeTiare been six
revocations, as well@enalties assessed againBrdfeéssional Teaching Certifidatlers'’

Temporary Teaching Certificate

TheTemporaryl eachingCertificatemay be issued to allow the applicant time to complete the
Human Relations requiremérhe certificate is valid in all Nebraska school systems and expires
180 days after the date of issuéhce.

For the five most recent certification yeaep{ember 16, 2016 to August 31, 202QYemporary
Teaching Certificatbave been issued and none denied. There have been no revocations nor any
penalties assessed agdiestporary Teaching Certifichtaders?®®

Endorsements

Endorements designate a certificadadhes specialization area for which they are eligible to
teachA firsttime applicant cannot receive a Nebraska Certifidasgthey haveompleted

requisite coursework a leasbne regur endorsememreaand passed thiequiredcontent test
(content tests are discussed in the following chalpésrran add additional endorsements as they
meet the requiremente fee to add an endorsement to a valid certificate’is $40.

Thisendorserant examequirement, effective September 1, 2015, also applies to any new
endorsements added to certificet®sed prior to that dafeThere are currently 68 different
teaching endorsememtbich include subject matter content aesawell aSchool ©unselor,

School Librarian, School Psychologist, Secondary Transition Specialist, eight different Special
Education endorsements, and Speadguage Pathologi$Two of these endorsements, School
Librarians and School Psychologists, are discussedeélaogflgue to recenbncerns brought to

the attentiorof this Committe®y practitioner$nly those specific concerns are addressed.

School Librarians

While this Committee has not heard issues about the licensing process for school librarians, it has
heard concerns about proposed rule & regulation changes by the Board related to their role. Three
of the emails received concisely illustrate the universal concerns. The first is from a middle/high
school librarian in a rural public school district:

| am enailing you because | am concerned about the proposed changes to Rule 10 regarding
school libraries. To only require one part time librarian basically per district is an extreme
disservice to our students for both small and large districts. There imsd¢amgeption

that all librarians do is sit and read all day while telling everyone to be quiet. This is far from
the truth. School libraries and librarians provide essential services to the school. Not only do
we promote the love of reading (which isafribe most important skills a person can

learn), we teach students how to find and analyze information for various projects and
research. This includes instruction on digital resources. We are also responsible for ordering,




cataloging, and promoting nemoks. Students do not automatically know how to select
books, and we can help with that. Librarians are also often responsible for STEM education
and technology for both students and teachers. We provide professional development for
teachers and researdeas that can be used in the classroom. All of this takes time,

planning, and effehich requires full time positions. No one will want to do the necessary
college training and classes for a part time pdsition.

The second-mail is from a school librani in a preschool through eighth grade nonpublic school
in Omaha:

All schools need to have at least a part time certified librarian at their school. One librarian
cannot serve an entire school system. First of all, students need to have a school library
which is stocked with books that are current and appealing to them. One person could not
possibly know the needs of each individual school. For example, when | was working at two
different schools, | discovered that the students at one of my schoolsresadnfnction

than the students at my other school. Therefore, | ordered more nonfiction books for that
particular school. Also, when | am at school, | can see what the children are checking out
and plan my book purchases accordingly. As a celdreid, | had training on how to

create and maintain a current collection of books for my students. In addition, | read and
become familiar with as many different books as | can because my students and the faculty
are looking for book recommendationsesehrecommendations also include books for our
guided reading program. An individual who is not at the school on a regular basis would not
XQGHUVWDQG WKH VWXGHQWV:- QHHGY DQG D SDUDSURIH
collection developmettt.

The final email this report will highlight comes from g&8&r school libraridhat has worked in a
variety of schosin lowa and Nebraska, but is currently employed by Lincoln Public Schools
working in an elementary school. In her email to the @em@hawoman she included a recent
antidote about how librarians stepped up during the CO¥iandemic:

Last spring as schools were closing due to Covid teachers, schools, and districts were
scrambling to figure out how to continue serving our Nebsaigdents. Lincoln Public

Schools Director of Library Services Dr. Chris Haeffner and her amazing team did not skip a
beat. Within a week the Daily Learning Challenges were up and running and students were
greeted with amazing new content daily thatieaged reading, researching, and critical
thinking skills. This online site received thousands of clicks daily not only from Lincoln
Public Schools students and their families but from students across the state and even our
country®

School Psychologists

OQ 2FWREHU WKLV &RPPLWWHH KHOG DIinteH®ULQJ RQ /|
study to examine the mental and behavioral health needs of Nebraska students and the role of
school psychologisis L Q W U R G X F HD@y. A\re6iHrdptidé RéJfrom tdgerswas the

diversevalue that school psychologists add to schools and the licensing challenges they face in
NebraskaExplaining the former, the president of the Nebraska Association of Special
(GXFDWLRQ 6XSHUYLVRUV “1%$6(6p VWDWHG




School psycholagts are uniquely qualified to provide a wide spectrum of services. Not
only are they trained to provide scHoadéed mental and behavioral health services, but
psychologists provide leadership in areas such as academic interventions and
instructional supgrts, services to promote safe and supportive school buildings, and
databased decisiemaking, just to name a few. With such versatility, my first call for
help with a problem or crisis is to the school psychologist.

Unfortunately, licensing issues eriddebraska with this profession. The Director of the
6FKRRO 3V\FKRORJ\ JUDGXDWH SURJUDP DW WKH 8QLYHUVL)
testified to this poirt:

A current barrier to the full utilization of school psychologists is the inability for
schoos to be reimbursed for these services through Medicaid in Public Schools.
Currently, school psychologists are credentialed through the Department of Education.
Unfortunately, this credential is not recognized by the state Medicaid plan. To remedy
this, wepropose that the NationAksociation of School Psychologists be added to the
Provisional Licensed Mental Health practitioner application process as one of the
approved credentialing institutions. School psychologists would then fall under the
umbrella ofapproved provider, and districts could be reimbursed by Medicaid in Public
Schools for the mental and behavioral services they provide. To put this in a national
context, 35 states and the District of Columbia receive Medicaid reimbursement for
services mvided by school psychologists.




CHAPTER |V : TEACHING PREPARATION AND OTHER

L EGAL REQUIREMENTS FOR CERTIFICATION

7KH ILUVW VWHS IRU DVSLULQJ WHDFKHUYV JHQHUDOO\ LV HQ!
Nebraska has fifteen such programs whicb@atet aallthreeprimarily undergraduate University
campusesall three state colleges, and nine private instifd#aimittance into any such program

requires the successful passage oflths@ skills competency tests as described*below.

Praxis Core Academic SkillsTest

Legal basis for the exam with recent historical context

The Nebraska Legislatuire 2003passed Legislative Bill 685 introduced by Senator Raikes, Chair
of the Education Committee, which made significant chartessacher a#ificationstatutes

This Education Committee priority bitdh a 49 vote on Final Readiagd was signed into law by
Governor Mike Johanffs.

Among the many changes in LB&@5 the removal tiie statutoryequirement that the Board

establish or desigtebasic skills competereyaminations for prospective teachers. Instead, it
redefinedasic skills competency as either the successful completion ofde8igaated

examinaton WDNHQ E\ WHDFKHU HGXFDWLRQ VW XI&G QMWD RQN VW
‘successful employment experigneenoved basic skills competency from the statutory minimum
requirements for teacher certification and added permissive language that the Board may include in
its rules and regulations for certificatiothaD Q D ShasOshtistacfovlly demonstrated basic skills
competencyf* ,Q KLV IORRU RSHQLQJ IRU WKH ELOO 6HQDWRU 5DL]|
H[SHULHQFH ZRXOG EH D O O Rf@grHED WIRF P/HNHL\@ OKH dvie i3t VHHQDW V|4«
Board- xules and regulations dedicated taclkskdlls competency testi®g@ NAC 23 and teacher

college approval (92 NAC 28%ined the examination regment for prospectivaducation

student$® Therule specified, and continues to spe®ifK BIMJersonsntering the teacher or

educational administrator program of such institution receive satisfactory scores on a designated
basic skills competency examination prior to being admitted to such program pursuant to 92 NAC

20 {iDue to the existence of suchrul® KH "VXFFHVVIXO HPSOR\PHQW H[SHUL
statute is effectively rendered mavad prospective educators must take the exam prior to

becoming teacher education students

The rules and regulations in 92 NAC 23 previously maintainedeanmexuihat the basic skills
competency tests be individually scored and passed in three subject matters (reading, writing, and
mathematics) without a composite score. However, in 2008 the Board adopted a composite score of
the sum of the three individgabres with a caveat that no individual score be less than one point
below the individual requiremé&ithe designated examination, since September 1, 2014, has been
the PraxisCore Academic Skills test3 U D [ L V aBdmhbksHnaintained an identical caitgo

score calculation/requireméht

In 2017, the Board adopted a rule change to allow a student to achieve a passing composite score
for reading, writing and mailithoutmeeting a minimum score on each separate comoment;
upon the recommendationafttandard institution of higher educdtiboweverthe rule change

—
©
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wasnot approvedby the governd? According to théincoln Journal SEat W A Bpokesmafor
S5LFNHWWYV VD leccowdget th& edast@dntibf £ducation to maintain hitgnton
knowledge testingsStaG DU GV IRU W H D Britidaied thaeduleaidn DffichkBd will work to
revise the rule to both increase the teaching workforce and maintain high teach®r quality.

, Q WKH /HILVODWXUH V WtdaXhkeNediidatibn Studerid af & KRapdaM/ DNH Q E
LQVWLWXWLRQ RI KLIKHU HGXFDALLIRI@gisbtiVE Bill 5FbEpriohitizéd 6 W D W
by the Education Committ€et the same timéhe Commissioner recommended further rule

changes t82 NAC23, wlich included the following key componéhts:

x Allowing applicants for a teaching certificate to meet the basic skills competency
examination requirements by:
0 Meeting a composite score onRnaxisCorewith minimum requirements for each
of the reading, wiitg and math components; or
0 Meeting minimum scores in the ELA (English, Reading & Writing) and math
SRUWLRQV RI WKH $PHULFDQ &ROOHJH 7THVW “$&7p
0 Meeting the requirements with a combination of the two differémj f@stducts
X Repealinghe basic ské competency tests as a requirement for entrance into a teacher
education program.

A public hearing was held on the proposed rule changes on May @@h2@%8mony fronthe
Administrator of the Office of Accountabilitygcheditation & Program Appral atthe NDE and
the Certification Officer at thdniversity of Nebraska Kearney ~ 8 1 . u Written testimony was
also received llge Certification Officer at theniversity of NebrasKancoln “~ 8 1/ janda 32
year veterareachewhose daughter wasempting to pass the Pragisremath test for admission
into the teacher education program at Chadron State Edllegjdune 2019 Board agenda
indicated the adoption of the proposed rules as an actidhhitemyer, theneeting minutes
indicate thagction items were removed from the agéhda.

In 2020, at the recommendation of the NDE, Legislative Bill 1131 proposed to further modify Neb.
Rev. Stag 80711)by allowing basic skills competency to be demonsEatedHDUQHG FROOHJH
FUHGLWpu DeYardikb@o® oDsvcdessful employment expefidrseever, the provision was

removed in the committee amendment (AMZ4&88)1131 was indefinitely postponed at sing die.

Comparison with other states Required examinations

According tahe EducationTesthgSH U Y L F H , Nébt&ska is one of orfiye states that

requires the Praxis Core for admission to a teacher education pfograthers are

Connecticut, Kentucky, North Carolina, and South Car@linide requiring the Praxis Core

for admittance it a teacher education program, Connecticut allows each such program to set
their minimum scores for admittaritRefer tonextsuksection for score requirements.

Elevenstates require the Praxis Core for certification without an alternative exam option
(Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Mississippi, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico,
North Dakota, Vermont and West Virginia). Alaska and Hawaii require either the Praxis Core
or an alternative exam for certification. Of these states, eight may haela negsiirement

for admission imposed by a specific teacher education programs (Alaska, Maine, Maryland,

]
10J
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Mississippi, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, and North Dakota). Tennessee does
not require the Praxis Core for certification, but some tesaiheation programs may require

it for admittance. Minnesota ongguires the Praxis Core for -miitstate certification

applicantsit uses its own exam for applicants attendistate teacher education programs
Meanwhile, Pennsylvania only requirks iCareer and Technical Education teacher

certificates and Oregon as a subjeatter requirement for specific teaching endorserients.

Severstates (Arizona, Floridagorgia, MassachuselNBchigan TexasandWashingtophave
their ownexam for tedeer certification while lllinois uses edTPA, a Pearson Education
product that ipassed as part of a teacher preparation prétjfaue remainingwentystates
use the Praxis for subjenatter exams, but not core competéhcy.

Comparison with other statesPassing scores

Nebraska requires the following passing scores for the Praxis Core: reading 156, writing 162
and math 150t also allows a composite score of 468 with minimum scores for reading,
writing and math of 155, 161, and 149 respectivedyvever,t is up to individual

postsecondary institutions as to whether they accept thesitenggore for admittance into
itsteacher education progr&m.

Whenthe Board attempted to revibe compositescorein 2017, the passing score of #a8

no minimum forany individual componefttAs previously mentioned, in 2019 the
Commissioner proposed a rule change, but the Board did not take action on the proposal.
Among other changes it would have kept the composite score of 468 with the following
minimums: readint¥48, writing 156 and math 42,

Ten of the other states requiring the Praxis Core at some point prior to certification with no
alternative testing options also have reading, writing and math scores of 156, 162 and 150
respectively. Those states are Keptuockuisiana, Maine, Maryland, Nevada, New Hampshire,
New Jersey, New Mexico, Vermont, and West Virginia. Likewise, Minmksdtaequires

Praxis Core for outf-state teacher certification applicants, as well as Alaska, Hawaii, and
North Carolina whicprovide an alternative option to the Praxis Core, has set the same
passing scores of reading 156, writing 162, and math 150. As previously mentioned, North
Carolina has a composite score of 468 with no minimum for any individual corfiponent.

Maine, howevehas a composite score of 468 with a minimum passing score of reading 153,
writing 159, and math 147. North Dakota has a lower writing score of 160 and a composite
score of 466 with the following minimums: reading 149, writing 153 and m&buiH 3.

Cardina has a lower writing score requirentB8 2 but has not adopted a composite score.
Finally, Mississippi has a lower math score of 130, baitowtposite scorg.

The debatesurrounding the Praxis Core

There is a debate, not only in Nebraska, bundrthe country on the value of licensure

exams for teachers, and certainly about their worthiness as an entrance exam for a teacher
education progranr. Dan GoldhabeyrDirector of the Center for Education Data &

Research at the University of Washingioovides a good summary of the debate in the
abstract to one of his many scholanligingson the topic:

( )
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Empirical research bears out the conventional wisdom that teacher quality is the key
schooling resource influencing student achievement, so isispriging that policy

makers attempt to influence it by regulating admission into the teacher labor market
through licensure systems. Most of these systems require teachers to graduate from an
approved teacher training institution and pass one or mtygethe notion being that

these preservice requirements ensure a basic level of teacher competence. A criticism,
however, is that these requirements dissuade talented individuals from attempting to
become teachers, thereby lowering the quality of teactiersvorkforce. It is

shocking how little we actually know about key aspects of the teacher keaxxsiere

guality equation. The great majority of the empirical literature on licensure speaks to
one crucial link in the teacher licend@a&cher quali equation: the correlation

between licensure requirements and student achievement. In general this literature
suggests only weak links between specific licensure requirements and student
achievement. Far less evidence exists on the impact of licertberpawi of potential
teachers, or who school district hiring officials would employ in the face of fewer
requirements, or the absence of requirements altofether.

2Q 6HSWHPEHU WKLY &RPPLWWHH KHOG IDteKliDULQJ R
study to examine how Nebraska schools can recruit teachers and administrators who accurately
reflect the proportion of students of color attending Nebraska sghuodsluced by Senator

Pansing Brook® recurring theme from testifiers, including thbaedubmitted written

testimony ahead of the hearing, was the need to eliminate the Praxis Core as an admission
requirement for teacher education programs or eliminate it altogether. Testifiers pointed out

the research showing thlé exams are not an ioator of effectiveness in the classroom.

There were calls for its elimination by groups such as the National Association for the
$GYDQFHPHQW RI &RORUHG 3HRSOH "13%$%$&3u DQG WKH 1HE!
as well as the Nebraska State Educ@iviW RFLDWLR®) “16($u

The NSEA shared the following example of a teacher strugglingenfiraiins Core (in this
case it wathelicensingf a teacher from owdf-state not entrance to a teacher education
program):

$QG VR I|IRU Lve beehDntkirdHwitd & teacher who, who has been teaching on

a probationary certificet IRU D FR XS OH RpasdtiteWPraxistCoré e

K Bla Spanish teacherand EngVK LV KLV VHFRge& aOb bexXdodsil +H -
EXW KthhassDHe writingpoprWLRQ RI1 WKH 3 U B[Hednh gr&vetto B xnwv KH -
exemplary educatdr.

A recent update from the NSEA indicates that since the September hearing, this teacher has
passed his exam. The district he was working for advocated on his behalf, and the NSE
worked with the NDE to get a Spanish version of the exam for him 8 take.

At the hearinghie NSEAalso cited téeading research on the exarour state

In his recently completed study of teacher education in Nebraska, Dr. David Steiner,
executive idector of the Johns Hopkins Institute for Education Policy, stated:
Admissionst WV DUH FR QW U&expeusiwke @ake, pafitKlatly-for

]
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multipletime test takers; (2) basic pedagogical tests, including the Praxis Core, have not
been showmo correlate with teaching effectiveness; and (3) they reproduce the

inequity- the inequality of prior access to strong education, thereby disadvantaging
minority applicants at disproportionate levels. The Institute recommends that the Praxis
Core not baised as an entrance exXam.

While less academimymerouslog articles and websitencluding Education Week and
Forbeshavefocusedon thistopic alleging, for exampl&/ KDW \RX-UH PRUHMHa®OLNHO\ W
exam than aeacher licensing examthat he Praxis exam is becoming more diffféult.

Several of the references cpeavidesample question8dditionally Appendice&, F andG

of this reportprovide sample questions directly from the ETS Praxis study guides for the three
Praxis Core exans ademonstration of what is expected of aspiring teathers

Information on pass rates for the exam is difficult to come by. For exaropidirgy to the

National Council on Teacher Qualityl & 7 4, first time pass ratby subject mattdor

basic skillexams are only available fre@averstates (none of which require the PrarieC

DQG WKDW PRVW SXEOLVKHM@RISBNYVWDDBW]MNVW UMISE P B ®/ IDSJCHH
However, ae statistic from UNK presented in 2019 testimony to the proposetiaunlges by

WKH %YRDUG VKRZV WKDW RQ LWV FDPSXV DORQH IURP
DOO WKUHH VHFWLRQVW*RI WKH 3UD[LV &RUH WHVW u

A review of nationalada pulled from the ETS website indicatesalh@wvingpass ratesrhis
data repreens statistics calculated from all attempts, including multiple attempts from a single
individual, during 2012020°%’

Exam Number of | Median | Mean | Standard Average Nebraska
Examinees | Score | Score | Deviation Range Passing Score

Reading (5713 21,140 170.00 | 168.17 21.44 154186 156

Writing (5723)| 27,416 160.00 | 159.69, 13.83 152168 162

Math (5733) 26,191 164.00 | 162.91] 23.58 146182 150

A review of the data indicates that despite the most exam attempts, the median score on the
writing test is still belowehNebraska passing score by two points. The math exam, which is

most frequently referred to as the biggest baorererall succesalso has a significant

number of attempts compared to reading, has the low end of the average performance range
below theNebraska passing score and the largest standard deviation. One must also keep in
mind, that many of the test takeegionwideare taking this for certification not entrance into
theteacher education program. Arguments lie on both sides of the isswhethér the

timing influences the resulBO WK R XJK WKH 1 Pgadtidalykpebking,\scréening

needs to occur at an early enough stage in the college career that teacher candidates could take
coursework to fill in any gaps, or choose a diffenajur if they are falling far shqit.

There are also strong advocatdsebraskdor keepingeither thePraxis Corer an alternative

examas a regirement both for certificaticand as an entrance requirementdacher

education prograsnHighlyresgected experts in the fididve indicated that removing the
UHTXLUHPHQW DV D SUHUHTXLVLWH WR D WHDFKHU HGXFDW
allow them to invest significant time and money as they progress through an educator

( )
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preparation progna only to potentially be denied the certificate if they do not meet the basic

skills requiremen® ,Q WHVWLPRQ\ UHJDUGLQJ WKH %RDUG:-V SURSR
ZHQW RQ UHFRUG VXSSRUWLQJ WKH DGGLWLRQ@DWNRSW.RRQ"
"WKH XVH RI FRPSRVLWH VFRUH RSWLRQV LQ WKH FXUUHQW
WR XVH D FRPELQDWLRQ RI WHVWY WR GHPRQVWUDWH EDVL
ways to demonstrate proficiency. This would ensurpdifarmance standards are maintained

EXW JLYH WHDFKHU'MDQGLGDWHYV RSWLRQV u

Cost of the exams

Each of the Praxis Core exams, if taken individually, cost $90 and are approximately 90 minutes
long. Students can also chose to take a combined test fat &1&0s4Y2 hours to complete.

Fee waivers are available to qualifiedioame applicant8: These fees do not include any

test preparation courses students choose towdikie. the Khan Acadenoffersfreeprep®®

the UNO advertises test prep for $1@%over all three core exalfi©ther options,

including private tutoring, are priceR® H[DPSOH 7HDFKHUV 7HVW 3UHS:-V *
premium level of support is $255/ex&m.

Completion of a Teacher Education Program

There are two components of teachenktire that are consistent across all states: applicants

must have 1) eamnedmeD FKHORU:V GHJUHH DQG teadhi® BduCatioW HG DQ DS
program. Oten, these paths are combined in colleges of education. These two requirements are
alsopartof theNational Association of State Directors of Teaclec&tion and Certification

Interstate Agreement’ 1 $BTEC $JUHHPH QW

Nebraska Rev. St&t79-809(2) requires that applicants for an daugl certificate must have
"VDWLVIDFWRUL O \twie RIS ofthe/ date of applicKtio@ an approved program at a
VWDQGDUG LQVWLWXWETe Leygislkturé Kas diveinahe Bband ltie Quthority

to approve such teacher education programs, and it has adopted 92 NAC 20 to outline such
approvakrequirement¥’ As previously noted, there are fifteen such programs in th€®state.

addition to completing sueprogram, applicants must have a baccalaureate.'tfdeprea

Professional Teachi@grtificate they must hai® P D V W H Un Qui@ddlirJardd

, QVWUXFWLRQ (GXFDWLRQDO 7THFKQRORJ\ 6SHFEBIO (GXFDV
teaching certificates also have a recency requirement defined as:

Verificationof requiredyearsof teaching/administratiom the sameschoolsystem
within theimmediateastfive yearsrom dateof applicatiorwhileholdingavalid
regularcertificatésOR completion of an appropriateofjpreapprovedsemestenoursat
anapprovedeacheeducationnstitutionin theimmediatgastfive yeargrom date of
applicatiort**

Onecriticismabout the teacher education program requirements stem from the difficulty of
teachers from other states getting licensed in Nebraska. Anecdotally, the NSEA hhs shared
following example&) that some applicants need $05- $18,000 in additional counsek to

EHFRPH OLFHQVHG KHUH WKDW RQH QHZ SURWNKVVRU DW ¢
held a teacher certification in another stquelying fola Nebraska license teach K12was

]
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told thatto be eligible foa certificate she would need to takectiiegecourse she currently
teaches, and 8formerTeacher of the Year from Kansas with more than 15 years of
experience could not get certified to teach in Nebdaskto similar issu&'s

A review of educatiorequirements across the country illustrates great disparities in terms of
course requirements fachers seekiagNebraska licens@enerally speaking, the

requirements can be broken down into states that have education requirements, those that
generdy require one statt« SHFLILF FRXUVH WKRVH WKDW GRQ-W KDYH
WKRVH WhaieWeqGirRmQenggovided the teacher is coming from a member state of the
NASDTEC Agreemenof which Nebraska is a partlybr the purpose of thimalysis, it is

assumed that the teacher seelinagNebraska licenbas a valid license in another state, is

currently or has recently taugiridhas subject matter coursework in the endorsement area

Safety trainings were not considered courseworis brélakdowr™

Nebraska joins 13 otheasts in requiring coursewo@alifornia, Georgia, lowa, Kentucky,
Maine, Massachusetts, Minnesota, Nevada, North Dakota, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Utah, and
Wisconsirt** Applicants in Nebraska, like most of the otheestaubmit transcripts for

review with their application. The NDE can, at their discretion, choose to send the transcripts
for review by a certification officer at one of the teacher education programs in the state to
assist with this analysfs.

Seven stas have required staeecific course requirements, which is generally just one course
related to its history or constitution. These are Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas, Idaho, Montana,
South Dakota and Wyoming. Connecticut and Vermont waive any coursmegdslifethe
applicant ifoming from a member state of the NASDTEC Agreenié&at remaining 27

states have no course requirements for licensed teachersliseekimdn its staté&

Human Relations & Special Education TrainingRequirements

Nebraska reqrés certificated teachers to have completed human relations and special
education training requiremeht$or applicants that attended a teacher education program in
Nebraska, these training requirements ar&dfet.those attendintgacher education
progamsout-of-state and thosapplicantseeking Nebraska licenstheir transcripts will be
reviewed for equivocal courses to fulfillrdguirements

In 2003, LB685, in its broad revisions of teacher certification in the state, redefined human
relaiRQV WUDLQLQJ DQG VSHFLDO HGXFDWLRQ WUDLQLQJ WK
PHDQV FRXUVH ZRUN RU H PSrohis\dpéhipgMo thg DM bhlLGeqeFaHRile

Senator Raikes highlighted the ability to use employment experienetebtotimef these

requirements, as well as basic skills compétehlogse provisions of statute have not been

revised since LB685 was enatfed.

In addition to taking a specific approved coors@ educational course dealing with diversity
intheclassmm KXPDQ UHODWLRQV WUDL Q LawdittéerDvéerifiedy PHW "E\ VX
narrativeof yourK-12 employmergxperiencavhichprovidedyouwith the opportunityto

acquirghep | R O Osik 2kill34
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1. An awareness and understanding of the values, lifestyledbutions, and history of a
pluralistic society

2. The ability to recognize and deal with dehumanizing biases, including but not limited to
sexism, racism, prejudice, and discrimination, and an awareness of the impact such
biases have on interpersomddtions

3. The ability to translate knowledge of human relations into attitudes, skills, and
techniques which result in favorable experiences for students

4. The ability to recognize the ways in which dehumanizing biases may be reflected in

instructional mateais

Respect for human dignity and individual rights; and

6. The ability to relate effectively to other individuals and to groups in a pluralistic society
RWKHU WKDQ WKH WHDFKHU-V RZQ

o1

As previously mentioned, applicants lacking human relations trainiegssare8 a temporary
teaching certificate valid for 180 d&ys.

A narrative can also be submitted based upon employment experience in a classroom to meet
the special education training requirement. This training requirement is not required for the
temporay teaching certdate nor the provisional perrpwthich while not addressed in this

report will be researched in the futuré).

In terms of comparison to other states requirements, these components may be required by any
of 13 other states in requiringucsework foticense in their stat&

Praxis Subject Assessments

As mentioned in the previous chapter, applicants must complete the required coursework and
passanyrequiredsubjectassessments to earn their endorsement(s). The Board has chosen
Praxis Sulkect Assessments for this requirem@nf,K L F i€asire general and subjgcific
teaching skills and knowleddg@.$ F F R U G L Q JPysbis $ilfect’ Assessments range from

one hour to four hours long and include selesponse questions, essay ortcocted

response questions, or a combination of both question types. The number of questions and
length of each test varies depending on thaitést.

The Board currently requires a Praxis subject assessnd@fftire 68 endorsements: The

fee for the Paxis subject assessment exams range fref2@%0vith some exam bundle
options availabfé2Nebraska joins 40 other states that use the Praxis Subject Assessment
exams to test content knowled{e.

While anecdotally the subject assessment exams aressigonti@versial and much less
passable than the Praxis Core exams, the NSEA reports that there is still exploration to be
done on each exam related to the endorsement it supports. For example, music teachers are
required to take an exam that focuses lyemvitheory versus applicatiéh.

Background Check

Applicants for the first issuance of a certificate that haveldotdntinuous residence in
Nebraska for the immediate past five ya@arsequired to submit fingerprints as part of their

]
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applicatiort®* As previously mentioned, a conditional teaching permit may be granted for up to
one year while awaiting a criminal background Eh&ble. fee for fingerprinting is $50.

Nebraskatatute further requirepplicantsEH R1 "PRUDO PHQWDOorDQG SK\VLF
WHDFKLQJ DOO LQ DFFRUGDQFH 'Zpaskinal 8nd QrafessiGnalFDW LR QD
fitness is ascertained by the answeriagsefies afuestions on the applicatias prescribed

by the Board®

All states except seven (lllinois, MichigassisBippi, North Carolina, South Dakota,
Tennessee, and Virginia) require background checks as part of the teacher licensure process.
These seven put the responsibility on a hiring district during the employmentfirocess.

Reciprocity

Only eight states (&ona,Florida Hawaii, lllinois, Mississippi, Missouri, Nevadd,
Oklahomaffer full reciprocity for oudf-state teachet§.As reported by The Council of
6WDWH *RY HurQ-Ehre®3dtaMés offer licensure incentives foobsgtate teachers who
have various levels of successful teaching experience. Hfilheeeaarejntricacies of each
VWDWH -V \polided(X WHBEW D QKD LV Q R%PraviQud secHdnk ofMtMsDapdrt
have examined some of the vari@egiirements for teacherstdeed in another state when
applying for a Nebraska teaching certificate, which induzbedparison of Nebraska to other
states in the Union.

Recent efforts by the Legislature have attempted to expand reciprocity opportunities for

teachers wishingtd RUN LQ 1HEUDVND ,Q 6HQDWRU 6DQGHU-V E
reciprocity by means of a twear preliminary permit to military spouses that have been

licensed for at least one year. The bill explicitly states that applicants for thisglenwoit sh

be required to meet the human relations training requir&ment.

,Q WKLV VDPH VHVVLRQ 6HQDWRU 9DUJDV:- ELOO ZDV DPHQ(
bill and enacted. It guarantees reciprocity via-ggarctemporary certificate to applisahat

have completed a teacher education program and possess a teaching certificate in good

standing from another state. It further allows the Commissioner to grant a temporary teaching
FHUWLILFDWH WR DQ DSSOLFDQW Wrkd) $utigdetdgriii DUQHG DW OH
demonstrated basic skills competency and passed any appropriate subject area examinations as
required by the Board for endorsement. This bill does not explicitly refer to the human

relations training requireméttt.

The Board has not yatlopted any new rules or regulations related to these two pieces of
legislation.
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MATTHEW L. BLOMSTEDT, PH.D., COMMISSIONER
TEL  402.471.2295 P.O. Box 94987 education.ne.gov
Fax  402.471.0117 Lincoln, NE 68509-4987

$SSHQGL[ $

October 15, 2021

To Whom It May Concern:

The purpose of this letter is to explain why it is believed that the initial teacrtificates are
effective. The initial teachingertificate is the entry level teachingrtificateand is largely for

those who haveecentlycompleted a teacher preparation program from a standard institution of
higher education and are new to the profession.

The initial teachingertificate is issued for fivgears and can bemewed.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions on this certificate type. | can be reached
at 4024710738 or at clayton.waddle@nebraska.gov.

Sincerely,

ot

Clayton L. Waddle, Ed.D.
Director — Educator Certification

To lead and support the preparation of all Nebraskans for learning, earning, and living.



MATTHEW L. BLOMSTEDT, PH.D., COMMISSIONER
TEL  402.471.2295 P.O. Box 94987 education.ne.gov
Fax  402.471.0117 Lincoln, NE 68509-4987

$SSHOGL[ %

October 15, 2021

To Whom It May Concern:

The purpose of this letter is to explain why it is believedstatdardeaching certificates are
effective. The standard teaching certificate is viewed at the intermediate teaching certificate and
is issued to someoneho has held or is eligible to hold an initial teaching certificate along with
two half-time ormore conseciute years of verified teachingperience. The standhteaching
certificate is largely for those who hagempleted a teacher preparation progfieom a

standard institution of higher education and hasdfied teachingexperience

The standard teachinggrtificate is issued for fivgears and can be renewed.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions on this certificate type. | can be reached
at 4024710738 or at clayton.waddle@nebraska.gov.

Sincerely,

ot D

Clayton L. Waddle, Ed.D.
Director — Educator Certification

To lead and support the preparation of all Nebraskans for learning, earning, and living.



MATTHEW L. BLOMSTEDT, PH.D., COMMISSIONER
TEL  402.471.2295 P.O. Box 94987 education.ne.gov
Fax  402.471.0117 Lincoln, NE 68509-4987

$SSHQGL[ &

October 15, 2021

To Whom It May Concern:

The purpose of this letter is to explain why it is believed phafiessionateachingcertificates

are effective. The professiorntachingcertificate is viewed at the highest levekedching
certificate. The professional teacdigertificateis issued to someone who has held or is eligible
to hold astandardeaching certificate, taught have tialf-time or more consecutive years of
verified teaching experien@nd withinthe last ten years earned a qualifying Mast@r

higher) degree. The professiomaehchingcertificae is largely for those who hagempleteca
teacher preparation program from a standard institution of higher edudeti@nverified
teaching experience drave earned an advanced degree

The professionaieachingcertificate is issued fdenyears and can be renewed.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions on this certificate type. | can be reached
at 4024710738 or at clayton.waddle@nebraska.gov.

Sincerely,

o

Clayton L. Waddle, Ed.D.
Director — Educator Certification

To lead and support the preparation of all Nebraskans for learning, earning, and living.
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Octoberl5,2021

To Whom It May Concern:

The purpose of this letter is to explahyit is believed that temporary téagleertificates are effectivdne
temporanteahingcertificate is available for any applicant who is applyingéachagertificate or permit

and has natompleted theuman relations trainiag defined by the Legislature. Since all Nebraska standard
institutions of higher education provide human relations training as part of their education program that all
students have to complete, this temporary certificate is only needed from individuals who did not attend a
Nebraska standard institution of higher educatiamo are applyirfgr a teachmg permit that does not

regure the comgtion of a teacher preparationgmam.

These certificatese issued for 180 days and are not renewable.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions on this certificate type. | can be redched at 402
0738 or at clayton.waddle@nebraska.gov

Sincerely,

Clayton L. WaddI&d.D.
Director, Educator Certification
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Step 3: Practice with Sample Test Questions
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3. Practice with Sample Test Questions

Answer practice questions and find explanations for correct answers

Computer Delivery

This test is available via computer delivery. The following sample question provides a preview of an actual
screen used in a computer-delivered test. For the purposes of this Study Companion, the sample questions are
shown as they would appear in a paper-delivered test.

The Praxis® Study Companion 1



Step 3: Practice with Sample Test Questions
|

Sample Test Questions Questions 2-3 refer to the following passage.

The sample questions that follow illustrate the kinds of
questions on the test. They are not, however, representative
of the entire scope of the test in either content or difficulty.
Answers with explanations folfow the questions.

One promising energy source is
sophisticated development of the basic
windmills that have ground grain, drained
land, and pumped water for centuries.

Line 5 Coupled with advanced storage batteries,
Directions: Fach statement or passage in this test is very large windmills might satisfy total energy
followed by a question or questions based on its content. needs for rural areas, towns, and even small
After reading a statement or passage, choose the best cities in locales where strong and prevalent
answer to each question from among the choices given. winds can be countedl on. Wind power has
Answer all questions following a statement or passage on 10 several advantages. First, no new technology
the basis of what is stated or implied in that statement or !s !'eally requured. Second, the energy source
. , is inexhaustible and one hundred percent
passage; you are not expected to have any previous , ) ) "
) i clean. Third, relatively little capital investment
knowledge of the topics treated in the statements and . . . )
) is needed to install or operate windmills.
passages. Remember, try to answer every question. 15 But wind power has major disadvantages,
too. Most obviously, it will work only in
1- Marguer'te DuraS’ aCh'eVement as a f|lmmaker ||m|ted geographical areas. Less Obvious'y’
was marked by refusal to become a large-scale deployment of huge windmills
pI’OfeSSIOHa| Of the C|nema, W|th a” that th'S m|ght have unforeseen atmospheric and
implies in terms of prestige, influence, financial 20 environmental effects. And forests of giant
backing, and'even knOW'.hOW- Although she windmills might turn into ugly eyesores.
made many films, she said that she knows very Finally, the amount of electricity that could be
little about the technology of cinema and that generated by wind power would simply be
she had no reason to learn any more: “l want insufficient to meet major nationwide energy
to remain where | am, on the first grounds of 25 needs.
cinema, in the primitive zones.” However, a network of sea-based windmills,
T . . i d with placed on deep-ocean buoys and driven by
e passage is primarily concerned wit the same prevailing winds that once powered
(A) condemning critics’ failure to appreciate sailing vessels all over the world, could
the work of a particular filmmaker 30 provide a substantial fraction of the world’s

describing the attitude of a particular
filmmaker

analyzing the style of a particular
filmmaker

criticizing the technical shortcomings of a
particular filmmaker

discussing the content of the works of a
particular filmmaker

electrical energy —especially if the buoy-
based windmills could be linked to land by
loss-free superconducting power transmission
cables.

2. The passage states that sea-based windmills
could provide energy effectively if

they were constructed in shallow water

(B) they were located near major urban ports
(C) they were placed on stationary platforms
(D) the power they generated could be

transferred efficiently to shore

the power they generated could be stored
in advanced high-capacity batteries

.
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3.  Which of the following best describes the Question 5 refers to the following passage.

organization of the passage?

(A) A series of interrelated events is arranged
chronologically.

(B) A controversial theory is proposed and
then persuasively defended.

(C) An unforeseen problem is described and
several examples are provided.

(D) A criticism is summarized, evaluated, and
then dismissed.

(E) A problematical issue is discussed and a
partial solution suggested.

Jazz is the most original aesthetic form to
emerge from the United States, but it has not
always been the most popular. After the big-
band era of the 1930s, most jazz was played in
small rooms that held about a hundred people.
The sound systems were usually bad, and the
players were considered to be small-time
entertainers. If the music was strong enough,
however, the audience would quiet down or
shout approval when something especially
swinging was played. Unlike in the more
polished venues found recently, the
participation of listeners was not forbidden,
and people were not expected to keep
absolutely quiet until a song ended.

The primary purpose of the passage is to

(A) describe the critical response to jazz just
after the big-band era

(B) discuss how jazz performers have been
affected by their audiences

(C) indicate how audience response to jazz
has changed over time

(D) recount the author’s experiences of
listening to jazz as a young person

(E) outline the historical origins of jazz in the
early part of the twentieth century

When Michelangelo began painting the
ceiling of the Sistine Chapel, he had five
painters assisting him in the techniques of
fresco, in which he was relatively unskilled.

Line 5 Finding their work inadequate, he dismissed

them and resolved to accomplish the whole

task by himself. Vasari, his friend and

biographer, tells us that Michelangelo worked

through four years “with the utmost solicitude,
10 labor, and study.”

Creativity such as Michelangelo’s is self-
nourishing: Vasari states that Michelangelo
“became more and more kindled by his fervor
in the work.” | believe that this interplay of

15  creativity and effort is what constitutes
genius—and what made Michelangelo a great
artist.

In order to evaluate the validity of the author’s
claim regarding Michelangelo (lines 14-17), it
would be most helpful to know which of the
following?

(A) How often Vasari and Michelangelo met
to work on Michelangelo’s biography

(B) How Vasari characterized other great
painters

(C) Whether others would corroborate
Vasari’s descriptions of Michelangelo

(D) Whether Michelangelo was skilled at
fresco painting when he finished the
Sistine ceiling

(E) Whether Michelangelo created all of his
major works without assistants

.
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6. In 1888, just as its hospital was nearing
completion, what was to become the Johns

Hopkins School of Medicine ran out of funds;
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, on which the

parent university had been depending for
money, was experiencing financial difficulty.

The railroad’s financial troubles proved a stroke
of luck for the cause of women'’s rights. When

the directors did open the school in 1893, it

was because five women had raised more than
$500,000 through a multicity campaign. They
had insisted, as a condition of this endowment,
that Hopkins be the first school of medicine in
the nation to admit men and women on equal

terms.

Which of the following is an unstated
assumption made by the author of the
passage?

(A) Even if it had not experienced financial
difficulties, the Baltimore and Ohio

Railroad would not have furnished Johns
Hopkins University with additional funds.

(B) The Johns Hopkins School of Medicine

would have excluded women if the fund-

raisers had not insisted that the school
admit women.

(C) In 1888 Johns Hopkins University was

suffering from a shortage of funds in all its

schools.

(D) The establishment of the Johns Hopkins
School of Medicine would spur the
development of other schools of
medicine.

(E) The women fund-raisers themselves
wished to be trained as doctors.

7.

Recently, increasing attention has been called
to the fact that the four freedoms of
universities—the freedom to determine who
may teach, what will be taught, how it will be
taught, and who may study what is taught—
are being threatened by the many regulations
imposed on universities by the federal
government.

Surprisingly, much of this criticism of
governmental regulation has come from the
universities themselves. After all, universities
eagerly accepted the money that was made
available for research and scholarships by the
National Defense Education Act, which was a
governmental response to the launching of
Sputnik | in 1957 by the Soviet Union. As its
name implies, the National Defense Education
Act was concerned with a governmental goal,
the national defense. Moreover, the federal
government made it clear from the very
beginning that it intended to control how such
money was spent. Similarly, universities
actively supported the Higher Education Act of
1965, which was part of a governmental
attempt to end discrimination—a goal that can
accurately be described as political.

Clearly, any attempt by the federal
government to limit the four freedoms of
universities is undesirable. But it is also
important to remember that the federal
government became involved in university
education because it was seeking admirable
goals, goals that were also sought by
universities.

The author would be LEAST likely to agree with
which of the following statements about
governmental regulation and universities?

(A) Universities are better able to define their
four freedoms than is the federal
government.

(B) Universities are going to continue to
criticize governmental regulation in the
near future.

(C) The federal government should consult
with university personnel before imposing
new regulations.

(D) The federal government passed the
National Defense Education Act in order
to attain a desirable goal.

(E) The federal government should limit the
four freedoms of universities if the goal it
seeks is a desirable one.

The Praxis® Study Companion

14



Step 3: Practice with Sample Test Questions
|

Questions 8-9 refer to the following passage. 10. Alice Fletcher, the Margaret Mead of her day,

Lyndon Johnson'’s father once told him that
he did not belong in politics unless he could
walk into a roomful of people and tell
immediately who was for him and who was
against him. In fact, even the shrewd Johnson
had not quite such uncanny power, but his
liking for this story tells us something useful
about him: he set much store by instinct. No
wonder, then, that it would be to his
70 instincts—honed in the Texas hill country,

sharpened in a life of politics, confirmed in a
long and respected congressional career—
that he would often turn while in the White
House.

15 This reliance on instinct enabled Johnson to
put on the presidency like a suit of
comfortable old clothes. John Kennedy, on
the other hand, came to it with a historical,
nearly theoretical view of what was required of

20 a strong President—he knew exactly what
Woodrow Wilson had said about the office
and he had read Corwin and Neustadt. With
eager confidence, Kennedy acquired a
presidential suit off the rack and put on a little
weight to make himself fit it.

Line 5

8. Which of the following words, if substituted for
the word “uncanny” in line 6, would introduce
the LEAST change in the meaning of the

11.

assisted several American Indian nations that
were threatened with removal from their land to
the Indian Territory. She helped them in
petitioning Congress for legal titles to their
farms. When no response came from
Washington, she went there herself to present
their case.

According to the statement above, Alice
Fletcher attempted to
(A) imitate the studies of Margaret Mead

(B) obtain property rights for American
Indians

©)

(D) become a member of the United States
Congress

protect the integrity of the Indian Territory

(E) persuade Washington to expand the
Indian Territory

sentence?
A) legendary
B) subtle Which conclusion about takeout food ordered
invisible in Murrayville in 2005 is best supported by the

D) persuasive

(
(
©)
(
(E) supernatural

9. Inthe passage, the author is primarily
concerned with

(A) explaining an event
(B) making a comparison
(C) listing facts

(D) retelling a story

(

E) refuting an argument

data presented in the graph above?

(A) Chinese food was the most ordered
takeout food for each quarter.

(B) During the second quarter, fewer orders
were placed for Chinese food than for
rotisserie chicken.

During the fourth quarter, an
approximately equal number of orders
were placed for pizza and for Chinese
food.

During each quarter, more orders were
placed for pizza than for either Chinese
food or rotisserie chicken.

(E) More orders were placed for pizza during
the second half of the year than were
placed during the first half of the year.

.
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Questions 12-17 refer to the following pair of 13. Which of the following statements best
passages. describes the relationship between the two
passages?
Passage 1

When conducted properly, ecotourism—
responsible travel to natural areas that
conserves the environment and sustains the
well-being of local people—is less destructive

Line 5 than many other environmental uses. The
impacts of ecotourism can be managed to
realize a balance between preservation and
development; such balance can be achieved,
for example, by limiting both the size and

70 number of tours in a particular area and by
incorporating environmentally conscious
meals, lodging, waste management, and
wildlife viewing principles into the tours.
Further, by creating economic incentives for

15 impoverished villages or communities,
ecotourism can encourage local guardianship
of natural resources, habitats, and wildlife.

Passage 2
The environmental impacts of Lapa Rios (LR)

Eco Lodge in Costa Rica are clear and

20 unambiguous. First, the LR nature reserve and
adjacent forest areas have shown pronounced
forest regrowth since the beginning of
ecotourism in the region in the 1990s.
Second, the increasing number of tourists at

25 LR has not led to negative consequences,
because the company prepared for such
increases from the start: trails were designed
to handle a number of simultaneous tours with
dispersion, and trail policy rigorously limits the

30 number of tours per day per trail (to two) and
guests per tour (to eight).

12. The authors of the passages agree that

(A) preservation is more important than
development

(B) measuring the success of ecotourism can
be difficult

(C) ecotourism is justifiably more expensive
than regular tourism

(D) ecotourism can have positive effects
when it is done correctly

(E) the responsibility of environmental
stewardship falls on the local people

14.

15.

(A) Passage 1 describes the causes of an
event, whereas Passage 2 focuses on the
effects of the event.

(B) Passage 1 addresses current policies,
whereas Passage 2 considers future
policies.

(C) Passage 1 makes general arguments,
whereas Passage 2 offers a specific
argument.

(D) Passage 1 introduces a problem for which
a tentative solution is provided in
Passage 2.

(E) Passage 1 advances a claim that is
refuted with a counterclaim in Passage 2.

Unlike the author of Passage 2, the author of
Passage 1 mentions

(A) the number of allowable tours

(B) the unintended consequences of
ecotourism

(C) the economic impact on local residents

(D) the environmental ramifications of
ecotourism

(E) preferred modes of travel through natural
areas

Which of the following specific strategies
mentioned by the author of Passage 1 is
exemplified in Passage 2 ?

(A) Limiting the size and number of tours

(B) Recycling the waste produced by
ecotourists

(C) Increasing economic opportunities for
communities

(D) Incorporating environmentally conscious
meals

(E) Constructing environmentally friendly
accommodations

.
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The passage from the previous page is
reproduced here for reference in answering
questions 16-17.

Passage 1
When conducted properly, ecotourism—
responsible travel to natural areas that
conserves the environment and sustains the
well-being of local people—is less destructive
than many other environmental uses. The
impacts of ecotourism can be managed to
realize a balance between preservation and
development; such balance can be achieved,
for example, by limiting both the size and
70 number of tours in a particular area and by
incorporating environmentally conscious
meals, lodging, waste management, and
wildlife viewing principles into the tours.
Further, by creating economic incentives for
15 impoverished villages or communities,
ecotourism can encourage local guardianship
of natural resources, habitats, and wildlife.

Line 5

Passage 2
The environmental impacts of Lapa Rios (LR)

Eco Lodge in Costa Rica are clear and

20 unambiguous. First, the LR nature reserve and
adjacent forest areas have shown pronounced
forest regrowth since the beginning of
ecotourism in the region in the 1990s.
Second, the increasing number of tourists at

25 LR has not led to negative consequences,
because the company prepared for such
increases from the start: trails were designed
to handle a number of simultaneous tours with
dispersion, and trail policy rigorously limits the

30 number of tours per day per trail (to two) and
guests per tour (to eight).

16. As used in line 19, “clear” most nearly means
(A) pure

B) obvious

C) luminous

D) serene

E) bare

17. Which of the following, if true, would most

18.

weaken the implied argument in Passage 2
regarding the impact of Lapa Rios Eco Lodge?

(A) Lapa Rios Eco Lodge is the only lodge of
its kind in Costa Rica.

(B) Other forms of tourism have flourished in
Costa Rica since the 1990s.

(C) Wildlife use the Lapa Rios nature reserve
and adjacent forest areas as habitat.

(D) The company that manages Lapa Rios
Eco Lodge is not a Costa Rican company.

(E) Forest areas throughout Costa Rica have
shown pronounced forest regrowth since
the 1990s.

If it can be said that a single voice dominated
the American theater from the 1980s through
2005, that voice definitely belonged to
playwright August Wilson. Wilson, who has
been dubbed “the American Shakespeare,”
was a prolific writer with more than ten major
plays, numerous theatrical commentaries, and
other creative work to his credit. Yet it is not
merely the number of his productions that
marks Wilson’s dominance in modern drama,
but his ability to put into words the ideas and
experiences of everyday African Americans.

The passage supports which of the following
claims about August Wilson?
Select all that apply.

(A) He was greatly influenced by William
Shakespeare.

(B) He was a highly productive writer who
wrote in various genres.

(C) He successfully articulated the thoughts
and experiences of a specific community.
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Answers to Sample Questions

1. The correct answer is (B). This question tests your
ability to recognize the main point emphasized about
Marguerite Duras as a filmmaker. According to the
passage, Duras refused to become involved with much
of the fame, financial matters, and technology
associated with the professional cinema. None of the
choices except (B) describes the primary concern of the
passage.

2. The correct answer is (D). This question tests your
recognition of a supporting detail mentioned in the
passage about how sea-based windmills could be used
to harness wind power. Specifically, in the third
paragraph the author mentions a means by which the
energy production of a network of sea-based windmills
could be utilized. None of the choices except (D)
describes information mentioned in the passage.

3. The correct answer is (E). This question tests your
ability to recognize how the passage is organized.

(E) best describes how the three paragraphs in the
passage are presented. “A problematical issue is
discussed” summarizes the first two paragraphs, in
which both the pros and cons of a complicated
situation are examined. The suggestion of “a partial
solution,”which addresses some of the problems of
using windmills to generate electricity, is made in the
third paragraph. None of the choices except (E)
accurately reflects how the information in the passage
is presented.

4. The correct answer is (C). This question tests your
understanding of the primary purpose of the passage.
In this selection, the function of the passage is to
convey how audiences since the big-band era have
responded to jazz. The passage indicates that in the
past the audience’s response could be quiet or loud
“when something especially swinging was played.” This
kind of audience engagement is then contrasted with
what occurs in “the more polished venues found
recently” None of the choices except (C) speaks directly
about the change in audiences’responses to jazz.

5. The correct answer is (C). This question tests your
ability to understand the author’s main claim about
Michelangelo and then assess what information bears
most directly on the soundness of that argument. In
making the comment about Michelangelo's greatness,
the author relies on information Vasari has supplied. If
Vasari's claims that Michelangelo worked with great
care and was inspired by his work are not correct, the
author’s claim about Michelangelo may not be valid. It
would therefore be useful to know the information
represented by choice (C). None of the other choices
would help evaluate the author’s claim about
Michelangelo.

6. The correct answer is (B). This question tests your
ability to determine an underlying assumption the
author makes about women being admitted to study
medicine at Johns Hopkins School of Medicine. The last
sentence of the passage indicates that the fund-raisers
had to insist that Johns Hopkins admit women;
therefore, it can be inferred that the author believes the
admission of women resulted directly from their
insistence and would otherwise not have taken place.
None of the other choices except (B) is an assumption
underlying the passage.

7. The correct answer is (E). This question tests your
ability first to recognize how the author views
governmental regulation and universities and secondly
to apply that information. In the first sentence of the
third paragraph, the author expresses the opinion that
all attempts by the government to limit the four
freedoms of universities are undesirable. Given that
position, the author would be least likely to agree with a
statement that endorses the federal government’s
limiting university freedoms. None of the choices except
(E) presents a statement with which the author would
clearly disagree.

8. The correct answer is (E). This question tests your
ability to understand the meaning of the word
“uncanny” as it is used in the first paragraph. The
“uncanny” power described in the first sentence is
clearly not a power that people ordinarily have. Choice
(), “supernatural,” is a synonym of “uncanny.” None of
the other choices means the same as “uncanny.’

9. The correct answer is (B). This question tests your
ability to recognize the main focus in the passage as it
relates to Johnson and Kennedy. The passage is about
the different approaches of Johnson and Kennedy to
the presidency. In explaining how each approached the
office and how each differed in this respect, the author
is necessarily making a comparison. None of the choices
except (B) describes the passage’s primary concern.

10. The correct answer is (B). This question tests your
ability to identify a paraphrase of the main idea of the
passage. The passage states that Alice Fletcher helped
American Indians secure legal title to their land so they
would not be forced to abandon it. This idea is
expressed in (B), “‘obtain property rights for American
Indians” None of the other choices accurately describes
what the passage indicates Alice Fletcher tried to do.
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11. The correct answer is (C). This question tests your
ability to analyze information presented through visual
representations. Results for the fourth quarter show
that orders for pizza and for Chinese food were about
the same. None of the other choices represents
conclusions that can be supported by the information
depicted in the graphic.

12. The correct answer is (D). This question tests your
ability to identify the relationship between ideas in two
passages addressing similar topics. Both passages
discuss ecotourism and its environmental impact when
carried out effectively. According to the opening
sentence of Passage 1,"When conducted properly,
ecotourism ... . is less destructive than many other
environmental uses.” Passage 2 illustrates this idea,
showing that the authors of the two passages agree on
the potential benefits of ecotourism. None of the other
choices represents ideas on which the authors would
clearly agree.

13. The correct answer is (C). This question tests your
ability to recognize the relationship between two
passages addressing similar topics. Passage 1 makes
general claims about how ecotourism can be carried
out effectively; Passage 2 cites the Lapa Rios Eco Lodge
as a specific example of such ecotourism. None of the
other choices describes how the two passages relate to
each other.

14. The correct answer is (C). This question tests your
ability to identify specific details in a passage and
compare the approaches authors take to a topic. Only
Passage 1 directly mentions the economic impact of
ecotourism on local people. None of the other choices
accurately describes the difference between the two
passages.

15. The correct answer is (A). This question tests your
ability to identify a concrete example in Passage 2 that
illustrates a strategy mentioned in Passage 1.
Specifically, Passage 2 refers to a policy that “rigorously
limits the number of tours per day per trail (to two) and
guests per tour (to eight).” This reference is an example
of “limiting both the size and number of tours in a
particular area,” which is mentioned in Passage 1. None
of the other choices represents something for which a
specific example is provided in Passage 2.

16. The correct answer is (B). This question tests your
ability to identify the meanings of words as they are
used in the context of a passage. In the sentence“The
environmental impacts of Lapa Rios (LR) Eco Lodge in
Costa Rica are clear and unambiguous,“clear” means
"apparent.” Choice (B), “obvious,” provides a synonym
for"apparent”and is therefore the best answer. None of
the other choices means the same as “clear”in this

context.

17. The correct answer is (E). This question tests your
ability to identify evidence that weakens an argument in
a passage. To answer this question correctly, you first
need to understand the implied argument in Passage 2
about the impact of the arrival of the Lapa Rios Eco
Lodge in Costa Rica. Since the 1990s, with the arrival of
the Lapa Rios Eco Lodge, the “LR nature reserve and
adjacent forest areas have shown pronounced forest
regrowth” in the region. The passage implies that the
regrowth in the region of the LR Eco Lodge would have
been less without the presence of the lodge and
reserve. Which of the choices, if true, would most
weaken this implied argument? Of the choices offered,
(E) would most undermine this claim. If forest areas in
general have shown “pronounced . . . regrowth”
throughout Costa Rica, it would suggest that a reason
other than the Lapa Rios Eco Lodge accounts for the
regrowth. None of the other choices would so clearly
undermine the argument about the role of the Lapa
Rios Eco Lodge in the region’s forest regrowth.

18. The correct answers are (B) and (C). This question
tests your ability to draw conclusions from material
presented in a passage. The passage states that Wilson
wrote not only several plays, but also “numerous
theatrical commentaries, and other creative workThese
other types of creative works in addition to plays
provide support for (B). The final sentence of the
passage indicates that Wilson's dominance was not just
because of the quantity of work he produced, but also
because of his ability to express the “ideas and
experiences” of African Americans. This sentence
supports (C) as being correct also. Choice (A) does not
represent a claim that the passage supports.
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3. Practice with Sample Test Questions

Answer practice questions and find explanations for correct answers

Computer Delivery

This test is available via computer delivery. To illustrate what the computer-delivered test looks like, the following sample
question shows an actual screen used in a computer-delivered test. For the purposes of this guide, sample questions are
provided as they would appear in a paper-delivered test.
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Sample Test Questions

The sample questions that follow illustrate the kinds of questions
on the test. They are not, however, representative of the entire scope
of the test in either content or difficulty. Answers with explanations
follow the questions.

Usage

Directions: Each question consists of a sentence that
contains four underlined portions. Read each sentence
and decide whether any of the underlined parts contains
a grammatical construction, a word use, or an instance
of incorrect or omitted punctuation or capitalization that
would be inappropriate in carefully written English. If so,
select the underlined portion that must be revised to
produce a correct sentence. If there are no errors in the
sentence as written, select “No error,” No sentence
has more than one error.

1. The club members agreed that
A

each would contribute ten days of volunteer
B

work annually each year at the local hospital .
C D

No error
E

2. For a writer, the rarest privilege is not merely

A B
to describe her country and time but to help
C
shape E No error
D E

3. The school magazine will print those who win

A
prizes for poetry, short stories, and drama ;
B
nonfiction, however, will not be accepted for
C D

publication. No error
E

4. Plagued by robbers, Paris in 1524 passed an

A
ordinance requiring citizens to burn
B c
candles in windows fronting on the streets.
D
No error
E

Sentence Correction

Directions: In each of the following sentences, some
part of the sentence or the entire sentence is underlined.
Beneath each sentence you will find five ways of writing
the underlined part. The first of these repeats the original,
but the other four are all different. If you think the original
sentence is better than any of the suggested changes,
you should select the first answer choice; otherwise you
should select one of the other choices.

This is a test of correctness and effectiveness of
expression. In choosing answers, follow the requirements
of standard written English; i.e., pay attention to
acceptable usage in grammar, diction (choice of words),
sentence construction, and punctuation. Choose the
answer that expresses most effectively what is presented
in the original sentence; this answer should be clear and

exact, without awkwardness, ambiguity, or redundancy.

5. Martin Luther King, Jr., spoke out passionately
for the poor of all races.
(A) spoke out passionately
(B) spoke out passionate
(C) did spoke out passionate
(D) has spoke out passionately
(

E) had spoken out passionate

6. As a consumer, one can accept the goods
offered to us or we can reject them, but we

cannot determine their quality or change the
system’s priorities.

(A) As a consumer, one can accept

(B) We the consumer either can accept
(C) The consumer can accept

(D) Either the consumer accepts

(

E) As consumers, we can accept
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7. The agent, passing through the crowd without
being noticed by hardly anyone.

(A) The agent, passing through the crowd
without being noticed by hardly anyone.

(B) The agent passed through the crowd
without hardly being noticed by anyone.

(C) The agent’s passing through the crowd
was not hardly noticed by anyone.

(D) No one hardly noticed how the agent
passed through the crowd.

(E) The agent was hardly noticed as she
passed through the crowd.

Revision in Context

Directions: The following passage is a draft of an essay.
Some portions of the passage need to be strengthened
through editing and revision. Read the passage and
choose the best answers for the questions that follow.
Some questions ask you to improve particular sentences
or portions of sentences. In some cases, the indicated
portion of the passage will be most effective as it is
already expressed and thus will require no changes. In
choosing answers, consider development, organization,
word choice, style, and tone, and follow the
requirements of standard written English.

(1) Many people have a narrow idea of what is
involved in being a scientist. (2) Most students
surveyed in a recent study, for example, assume
that all scientists work indoors in a lab and
approach their work in a serious, deliberate
manner. (3) But apparently, these students
hadn't read the story of how acoustic biologist
Katy Payne came to study elephant sound.

(4) Payne's work with elephants is now well-
documented in popular and scientific articles,
but it did not begin in a conventional way.

(5) Therefore, Payne wasn't working in her lab,
doing fieldwork, or even thinking formally about
science. (6) Instead, out of curiosity, she visited a
zoo. (7) At the zoo, she was immediately drawn
to the elephants. (8) A specialist in whalesong,
Payne knew little about elephants; she simply
sat down and started watching them out of
fascination, with no specific scientific questions
in mind and no intention of taking notes.

(9) Barely registering the faint vibration
accompanying interactions between elephants,
Payne simply enjoys watching them play and
use their trunks to smell and eat.

8.

(10) Even less conventional is the way it was
finally discovered that the elephants had been
doing something remarkable that day. (11) Flying
home, closing her eyes and feeling the plane's
vibration, Payne suddenly realized that the
elephants' antics had fascinated her so much
that she'd wrongly dismissed the accompanying
vibrations as unimportant. (12) It eventually led to
Payne's groundbreaking discovery that elephants
communicate through sounds largely inaudible to
humans. (13) In the process, Payne went on to
conduct fieldwork on elephant-sound in Africa.
(14) Of course, she also applied conventional
laboratory resources, including sound-equipment
that detects low-frequency sounds, to confirm
her theory.

In context, which is the best version of the
underlined portion of sentence 5 (reproduced
below)?

Therefore. Payne wasn’t working in her lab,
doing fieldwork, or even thinking formally about
science.

(A) (As it is now)
(B) However
(C) Infact

(D) In effect
(E) To be clear

Which is the best way to revise and combine
sentences 6 and 7 (reproduced below) at the
underlined portion?

Instead, out of curiosity, she visited a zoo. At
the zoo, she was immediately drawn to the
elephants.

A) zoo, which is the place she
B) zoo, and while there she

(
(
(C) zoo; she too
(D) zoo, where she
(

E) zoo, but she

.
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10. In context, which revision to sentence 12
(reproduced below) is most needed?

It eventually led to Payne’s groundbreaking
discovery that elephants communicate through
sounds largely inaudible to humans.

(A
(

=~

Replace “It” with “This insight”

@

Change “eventually led” to “would
eventually lead”

@

Replace “groundbreaking” with “startling”

E

Change “elephants communicate” with
“the elephant communicates”

(E) Replace “largely” with “mostly”

11. In context, which sentence provides the best
conclusion to the last paragraph?

(A) In other words, a true scientist knows that
failure is just another opportunity to learn.

(B) Nevertheless, the name of Katy Payne will
be known by many generations of
biologists to come.

(C) Still, it is clear that most significant
scientific discoveries were made without
any equipment at all.

(D) And it is well known that even the most
brilliant hypothesis must be empirically
verified.

(E) But Payne’s journey of discovery had
started with just a trip to the zoo and an
open mind.

Research Skills

Directions: The following question is a test of your
familiarity with basic research skills.

12. Which is the main purpose of reviewing the
references in a research article when one
writes an academic paper?

(A) To check that the authors did their own
research

(B
(C) To learn how to write citations correctly

(D) To verify that the authors did not cite
themselves

~

To identify additional relevant sources

(E) To avoid reading other sources on the
same topic

.
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Answers to Sample Questions

1. The correct answer is (C). The error in this sentence
occurs at (C). The phrase “annually each year”is
redundant, since “annually”and “each year” convey the
same information. The sentence would be correct with
either“annually”or “each year” at (C). The error is one of
diction, or word option.

2. The correct answer is (D). The error in this sentence
occurs at (D). The pronoun “it”is incorrectly used to refer
to two nouns, ‘country”and “time." The pronoun
required here is the plural “them.”

3. The correct answer is (A). The error occurs at (A). In
the phrase “those who win, the pronoun “those”
indicates the people who win prizes. But the magazine
will not print the people who win; it will print what the
winners have written, or the submissions of those who
won prizes. The error in this question is the illogical use
of a pronoun. The correct phrase would be “the works
of those who win

4. The correct answer is (E). Because this sentence
contains no grammatical, idiomatic, logical, or
structural errors, the best answer is choice (E). Note that
at (B) you are required to determine whether the
underlined letter — a lowercase 0" — needs to be
capitalized, and that at (D) you are asked to determine
whether the sentence requires some mark of
punctuation in the underlined space. In this sentence,
the use of the lowercase “0"is correct because
‘ordinance”is not a proper noun, and no comma is
required after “‘candles.” Further, choices (A) and (C) do

not require changes.

5. The correct answer is (A). This sentence presents no
problem of structure or logic. The verb tense is correct,
and the use of the adverb “passionately”is also correct
in this context. In choice (B), the verb form is correct,
but the adjective “passionate”is incorrectly used instead
of the adverb. Choices (C) and (E) also use the incorrect
adjective, and choice (D), although it uses the correct
adverb, introduces an incorrect verb form, “has spoke
outThus, the best answer is choice (A).

6. The correct answer is (E). The problem in this
sentence concerns parallelism and agreement in
pronoun number. The underlined portion of the
sentence uses the singular pronoun “one," which
correctly agrees with its antecedent, ‘consumer’”
However, in the portion of the sentence that is not
underlined, the first person plural, “we;"is used as the
subject in the second part of the sentence. To create a
sentence free of agreement faults, you must look for a
choice that contains both “we”and the plural of
“‘consumer”’ Choice (E) is the only one that corrects the
agreement problem and has a phrase parallel to “we can
reject them.

7. The correct answer is (E) Choice (A) presents two
major problems: it is not a complete sentence, and the
phrase “without . .. hardly”is not idiomatic. Although
choices (B), (C), and (D) are complete sentences, each
uses “hardly”in an equally unidiomatic construction.
Choice (E), the best answer, is an idiomatic and
complete sentence.

8. The correct answer is (C). The sentence that begins
the second paragraph says that Payne’s research did not
begin in a conventional way (i.e., indoors in a
laboratory). Sentence 5 continues along the same lines,
stating that Payne was not working in her laboratory
and was not engaged in methodical research. The third
choice,”In fact,"is the best version of the underlined
portion of sentence 5 because the phrase indicates in
an emphatic way that what Payne was doing was
unorthodox and unconventional compared to
traditional scientific inquiry.

9. The correct answer is (D). This question requires the
candidate to combine two sentences to avoid the
redundant use of “zoo." Choice (D) — “zoo, where she”
— accomplishes this in an economical way, is
grammatically correct, and fits the logic of the context
of the second paragraph.

10. The correct answer is (A). Sentence 12 begins with
the pronoun “It,"which here does not have a clear
referent: there is no singular noun in the preceding
sentence to which “It"unambiguously and directly
refers. Replacing the vague pronoun with “This insight,’
which refers to Payne’s realization that the vibrations
that accompany elephant interactions are actually
important, results in a clear and easily interpreted
statement.
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11. The correct answer is (E). The last paragraph
describes the unconventional way in which Payne
made her groundbreaking discovery and then adds
that Payne ultimately did use ordinary laboratory
resources. Choice (E), “But Payne's journey of discovery
had started with just a trip to the zoo and an open
mind," best concludes the last paragraph by returning
to and restating the main theme: the discovery Payne
made was the result not of what many people think of
as formal scientific research, but rather of curiosity,
openness to experience, and readiness to follow her
inklings without a predetermined goal.

12. The correct answer is (B). The most important
reason to review the references in a research article is
to find additional sources on the topic. Although a
reference list might be used to check that the authors
did their own research or to verify that the authors did
not cite themselves, the former goal is better achieved
through other means while the latter is not a major
concern as one writes a research paper. Further, the
most appropriate resource for learning to write
citations correctly would be a style guide, not a
reference list. Finally, one would review references in a
research article to identify sources that one might read
to obtain additional information on the topic, not to
avoid reading other sources.

|
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Sample Test Questions -
Argumentative Essay

This section presents an argumentative topic and
sample responses along with the standards used
in scoring the argumentative essays. When you
read these sample responses, keep in mind that
they will be less polished than if they had been
developed at home, edited, and carefully
presented. The examinee does not know what
question will be asked and must decide, on the
spot, how to respond. Readers take these
circumstances into account when scoring the
essays; they have been trained to judge the
overall quality rather than to attempt to count
errors.

Each essay is scored holistically, on the basis of
its total quality. In computing your total Core
Academic Skills for Educators: Writing score, the
scores for both the argumentative and explanatory
essays are combined with the score for the
selected-response part of the Writing test.

Readers assign scores for the argumentative
essay based on the following scoring guide.

Scoring Guide for Argumentative Essay
Score of 6

A 6 essay demonstrates a high degree of
competence in response to the assignment but
may have a few minor errors.

An essay in this category:
e states or clearly implies the writer’s position or
thesis

® organizes and develops ideas logically,
making insightful connections between them

e clearly explains key ideas, supporting them
with well-chosen reasons, examples, or
details

e displays effective sentence variety
e clearly displays facility in the use of language

¢ s generally free from errors in grammar,
usage, and mechanics

Score of 5

A 5 essay demonstrates clear competence in
response to the assignment but may have minor
errors.

An essay in this category:

e states or clearly implies the writer’s position or
thesis

e organizes and develops ideas clearly, making
connections between them

e explains key ideas, supporting them with
relevant reasons, examples, or details

¢ displays some sentence variety
e displays facility in the use of language

e is generally free from errors in grammar,
usage, and mechanics

Score of 4

A 4 essay demonstrates competence in response
to the assignment.

An essay in this category:
e states or implies the writer’s position or thesis

e shows control in the organization and
development of ideas

e explains some key ideas, supporting them
with adequate reasons, examples, or details

e displays adequate use of language

e shows control of grammar, usage, and
mechanics, but may display errors
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Score of 3 Score of 2
A 3 essay demonstrates some competence in A 2 essay is seriously flawed.
response to the assignment but is obviously

An essay in this category reveals one or more of
the following weaknesses:

flawed.

An essay in this category reveals one or more of

. ® no clear position or thesis
the following weaknesses:

e weak organization or very little development
e [imited in stating or implying a position or

) e few or no relevant reasons, examples, or
thesis

details
e |imited control in the organization and

. e frequent serious errors in the use of language
development of ideas a guag

¢ frequent serious errors in grammar, usage,

® in te r ns, exampl r details t .
adequate reasons, examples, or details to and mechanics

explain key ideas

e an accumulation of errors in the use of

language Score of 1

e an accumulation of errors in grammar, usage,

. A 1 essay demonstrates fundamental deficiencies
and mechanics

in writing skills.
An essay in this category:

e contains serious and persistent writing errors
or
e is incoherent or

e is undeveloped
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Sample Argumentative Essay Topic

On the computer screen will you see the following:

The essay topic will appear on the top half of the
computer screen. You will compose and type your
response to the topic on the bottom half of the
computer screen.

Directions: You will have 30 minutes to plan and
write an argumentative essay on the topic presented
above. The essay will be based on your own reading,
experience, or observations.

Read the topic carefully. You will probably find it best
to spend a little time considering the topic and
organizing your thoughts before you begin writing.
DO NOT WRITE ON A TOPIC OTHER THAN THE
ONE SPECIFIED. Essays on topics of your own
choice will not be acceptable. In order for your test
to be scored, your responses must be in English.

The essay questions are included in this test to give
you an opportunity to demonstrate how well you can
write. You should, therefore, take care to write clearly
and effectively, using specific examples where
appropriate. Remember that how well you write is
much more important than how much you write, but
to cover the topic adequately, you will probably need
to write more than one paragraph.

Sample Argumentative Essay That Received
a Score of 6

| agree wholeheartedly that “Minimum-wage
employers take advantage of people because they
need a job.” Given the existing high
unemployment rates in today’s economy, people
do not have as much power to negotiate for
reasonable pay. Thus, they are at the mercy of
employers who seize the opportunity to line their

own pockets while underpaying their workers.
Since all jobs necessitate the mastery of certain
skills, and involve responsibility and effort on the
part of employees, laws governing minimum
wages should be evaluated frequently and
government should intervene to make sure that
employers are not being taken advantage of. All
work is worthwhile and valuable; workers should
be treated with dignity and respect and paid
appropriately.

Having said that, however, | strongly disagree
with the rest of the statement, especially the claim
that “Minimum-wage jobs are a ticket to
nowhere.” Most people’s introduction to the
workforce is through a minimum-wage job; we all
have to start somewhere and we are unlikely to
begin our working lives with high salaries.
Granted, minimum-wage jobs often do involve
tasks that are “boring and repetitive” but that
doesn’t mean these tasks “teach employees little
or nothing.” Our first jobs actually teach us a lot
about the workforce and how to conduct
ourselves at work.

For example, my first job was a minimum-wage
office job. Because | thought the job wasn’t that
complicated, ! initially didn’t pay attention to what
| was doing and, as a result, found myself making
mistakes. | neglected to follow procedures or
proofread my work and | found that I wasn’t doing
a good job. Ultimately | realized that no matter
how menial a task may seem, it was still vital for
me to focus on what I was doing and to do my
best. | learned that in order to succeed at any kind
of job, I had to make an effort and work hard. So
while it may not have been that important for me
to know how to fill out a travel voucher without
errors, it was imperative for me to learn that |
couldn’t approach work with a lackadaisical
attitude and expect to succeed. That was a very
crucial, lifelong lesson for me. | learned other
important lessons as well. | learned to be
punctual, to get up and go to work day after day,
to persevere and troubleshoot, and to cooperate
with others. | became adept at communicating
with my boss and negotiating with my co-workers.
Best of all, | learned that work could be very
gratifying when things went well and that it was a
pleasure to have co-workers to collaborate with
on projects. Minimum-wage jobs are like
apprenticeships for the work world. You may not
spend the rest of your life making hamburgers or
typing letters but the general work skills you
master teach you how to become a productive
member of the workforce for the rest of your life.
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Comments on Sample Argumentative Essay
that Received a Score of 6

This highly competent response begins by
agreeing with the last part of the prompt, situating
it in the current economy, whose high
unemployment rates guarantee that “people do
not have as much power to negotiate for
reasonable pay.” The essay continues its
argument by stating that minimum wage laws
should be evaluated frequently and that
governments should oversee the labor market to
make sure employees are not being exploited.
The essay, however, then shifts its focus to
disagree with the rest of the prompt, which argues
that minimum-wage jobs “are a ticket to nowhere”
and “teach employees little or nothing of value.”
After deftly conceding that some minimum wage
jobs are often “boring and repetitive,” the writer
presents a clear thesis at the end of the second
paragraph: “Our first jobs actually teach us a lot
about the workforce and how to conduct
ourselves at work.”

Using the well-chosen example of the writer’s
own first job, the essay effectively develops the
main idea by enumerating the lifelong lessons the
writer learned there, beginning with the writer’s
initial mistake of regarding the job as
uncomplicated, and thereby undeserving of
proper attention and hard work. In discussing this
misapprehension, the essay insightfully links the
writer’s attitude with the one expressed in the
prompt, which it then refutes. Through detailed
examples, such as filling out a travel voucher, the
response explains how the writer’s initial failures
led to the valuable lesson that “I couldn’t
approach work with a lackadaisical attitude and
expect to succeed.”

The final paragraph continues with other
lessons the writer learned from this first job before
concluding that minimum-wage jobs “are like
apprenticeships for the work world.” This
statement reiterates the response’s thesis that, far
from being worthless, minimum-wage jobs
actually “teach you how to become a productive
member of the workforce for the rest of your life.”
The essay’s final sentence effectively reinforces
the main argument, which has been highlighted
throughout this highly organized response. In
addition to being generally free from grammatical,
usage, or mechanical errors, the essay displays
clear facility with language and effective variation
in sentence structure. These qualities, along with
the well-organized structure of the response and
the in-depth development of its key idea with a
well-chosen example and details, are more than
enough to merit a score of 6.
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“Minimum-wage jobs are a ticket to nowhere.
They are boring and repetitive and teach
employees little or nothing of value. Minimum-
wage employers take advantage of people
because they need a job.”

Sample Argumentative Essay That Received
a Score of 5

| disagree with the position taken in the statement
above. We all have to start working at some point
in our lives, and especially if we start working
while still in high-school or before obtaining an
advanced Jevel of education, we will most likely
start in a minimum wage job. These jobs, while
low-paying, provide a necessary training ground
for those new to the world of work and provide the
base for developing skills in working that we will
need later in life. One of my co-workers provided
the best example of using a minimum-wage job to
develop skills in a way that benefitted both the
employee and the employer. Her younger brother,
who was still in high school, was very excited
about getting his first job at McDonalds. My co-
worker simply saw this as a way for him to pick up
a little money to help with his expenses and
support some of her brother’s teenage pleasures.
He, on the other hand, was looking at this job as
the start of a career path. Explaining McDonald’s
emphasis on training entry level workers and
recruiting from within for management positions,
her brother saw himself as eventually managing a
restaurant, a region, or even becoming a franchise
owner. Clearly for him, his first minimum-wage job
was not a ticket to nowhere, and his employer,
rather than taking advantage of him, was helping
him to develop for better things.

Likewise, a number of other minimum-wage
jobs provide stepping off points for other careers.
Nurses’ aides may be inspired to go to school to
become future nurses. Daycare assistants or pre-
school teachers may find that their love of working
with children will propel them to study education
and become teachers, counselors, or
administrators of programs that provide services
for children. Even for those who are not planning a
higher level of education or who may decide to do
something else, the minimum-wage job will allow
them to develop their skills and find out if they
really enjoy what they are doing. Sometimes, high
school students decide they want to go to college
to major in a particular area, but they really don’t
understand what the job market will be for that
area. A carefully selected minimum-wage job
could help a student decide that he/she really

hates the area before it is too late to change their
major.

One other point also needs to be made about
minimum-wage jobs: someone has to do them
and it is not just the employers who gain. As all of
us go about our daily lives, we need cashiers,
waitresses, janitors, restaurant workers, garbage
collectors, nannies, and the varied assortment of
low level factory workers and technicians that
make our world operate. These are the people we
rarely recognise, but if we tried to go without
them, either the costs that we pay would rise
significantly or we would do without a lot of the
things we have today. Overall, mimimum-wage
jobs, provide the base for our society.

Comments on Sample Argumentative Essay
that Received a Score of 5

This response opens with a clear statement
disagreeing with the prompt and explains that
minimum-wage jobs “provide a necessary training
ground” for new workers along with “the base for
developing skills in working that we will need later
in life.” Making a direct connection with the idea
of developing skills, the response provides a
personal example that counters several of the
prompt’s claims and demonstrates that
employees can benefit from minimum-wage jobs
without being taken advantage of. This specific
example is then used to make a generalization
about other minimum-wage jobs that may help to
prepare workers for other careers or allow them to
make informed choices about careers. In the final
paragraph, the response approaches the
argument in a slightly different way, noting that
“someone has to do” minimum-wage jobs and
that it is the general public, and not just an
employer, that benefits from having “cashiers,
waitresses, janitors, . . . and the varied assortment
of low level factory workers and technicians that
make our world operate.” This portion of the
response is less developed than the position
presented in the first three paragraphs, but the
ideas are still clearly connected and relevant.

Throughout the response there is a clear line of
organization and ideas are clearly connected.
Examples are relevant, but not necessarily
insightful. Sentences are varied, and the response
verges on some effective sentence use, but it is
not consistent. Language facility is certainly more
than adequate, but the response lacks the
vocabulary and effective use of language that
would characterize a response scored at the 6
level. The response is generally free of errors, but
does contain a few grammar or mechanical errors.
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Sample Argumentative Essay That Received
a Score of 2

Minimum-wage jobs are a ticket to nowhere. They
are boring and repetitive and teach little or nothing
of value. Minimum-wage employers take
advantage of people because they need a job.

When | worked at a fast food restaurant at the
mall | received minimum wage. All they do is see
how much work they can get out of you for as little
pay as possible. Many minimum-wage employers
are harder on you in places like that than they are
at high paying jobs. Yes, minimum-wage jobs are
boring because you do the same thing over and
over which means that you learn little skill from
working there.

Comments on Sample Argumentative Essay
that Received a Score of 2

This response, while relatively error-free, has very
little development. The first paragraph, which
appears to indicate agreement with the position
given in the prompt, merely repeats the prompt
and provides no other development. The second
paragraph adds to that by noting that the writer
worked at a fast food restaurant for minimum
wage, but then mostly repeats the same ideas
included in the prompt without providing much in
the way of reasons, examples, or details. Without
further development, it cannot be scored higher
than a 2.
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Sample Test Questions -
Source-based Essay

This section presents a source-based essay topic
and sample responses along with the standards
used in scoring the source-based essays. When
you read these sample responses, keep in mind
that they will be less polished than if they had
been developed at home, edited, and carefully
presented. The examinee does not know what
question will be asked or what sources will be
used in conjunction with the topic and must
decide, on the spot, how to respond. Readers
take these circumstances into account when
scoring the essays; they have been trained to
judge the overall quality rather than to attempt to
count errors.

Each essay is scored holistically, on the basis of
its total quality. In computing your total Core
Academic Skills for Educators: Writing score, the
scores for both the argumentative and explanatory
essays are combined with the score for the
selected-response part of the Writing test.

Readers assign scores for the source-based
essay based on the following scoring guide.

Scoring Guide for Source-based Essay

Score of 6

A 6 essay demonstrates a high degree of
competence in response to the assignment but
may have a few minor errors.

An essay in this category:

¢ insightfully explains why the concerns are
important, supporting the explanation with
effective links between the two sources and
well-chosen reasons, examples, or details

e incorporates information from both sources to
identify and explain important concerns
regarding the issue discussed in the sources

e organizes and develops ideas logically
e displays effective sentence variety
e clearly displays facility in the use of language

e s generally free from errors in grammar,
usage, and mechanics

e cites both sources when paraphrasing or
quoting

Score of 5

A 5 essay demonstrates clear competence in
response to the assignment but may have minor
errors.

An essay in this category:

clearly explains why the concerns are
important, supporting the explanation with
clear links between the two sources and
relevant reasons, examples, or details

incorporates information from both sources to
identify and explain important concerns
regarding the issue discussed in the sources

organizes and develops ideas clearly
displays some sentence variety
displays facility in the use of language

is generally free from errors in grammar,
usage, and mechanics

cites both sources when paraphrasing or
quoting

Score of 4

A 4 essay demonstrates competence in response
to the assignment.

An essay in this category:

adequately explains why the concerns are
important, supporting the explanation with
some links between the two sources and
adequate reasons, examples, or details

incorporates information from both sources to
identify and explain important concerns
regarding the issue discussed in the sources

shows control in the organization and
development of ideas

displays adequate use of language

shows control of grammar, usage, and
mechanics, but may display errors

cites both sources when paraphrasing or
quoting
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Score of 3

A 3 essay demonstrates some competence in
response to the assignment but is obviously
flawed.

An essay in this category reveals one or more of
the following weaknesses:

¢ |imited in explaining why the concerns are
important

e incorporates only one source to identify and
explain concerns regarding the issue
discussed in the sources, or incorporates two
sources inadequately

e |imited in supporting the explanation
(establishes only a weak link between the
sources and/or offers inadequate reasons,
examples, or details)

e [imited control in the organization and
development of ideas

e an accumulation of errors in the use of
language

e an accumulation of errors in grammar, usage,
and mechanics

e cites sources when paraphrasing or quoting

Score of 2

A 2 essay is seriously flawed.

An essay in this category reveals one or more of
the following weaknesses:

e fails to explain why the concerns are
important

e incorporates only one source weakly or fails
to identify concerns regarding the issue
discussed in the sources

e offers weak support for the explanation (no
link between the sources and/or few or no
relevant reasons, examples, or details)

e weak organization or very little development
e frequent serious errors in the use of language

¢ frequent serious errors in grammar, usage,
and mechanics

e fails to cite any sources when paraphrasing or
quoting

Score of 1

A 1 essay demonstrates fundamental deficiencies
in writing skills.

An essay in this category:

¢ contains serious and persistent writing errors
or
e is incoherent or

¢ is undeveloped
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Sample Source-based Essay Topic

On the computer screen will you see the following:

The essay topic will appear on the top half of the
computer screen. You will compose and type your
response to the topic on the bottom half of the
computer screen.

Directions: In the following section you will have 30
minutes to read two short passages on a topic and
then plan and write an essay on that topic. The
essay will be an informative essay based on the two
sources that are provided.

Read the topic and sources carefully. You will
probably find it best to spend a little time
considering the topic and organizing your thoughts
before you begin writing. DO NOT WRITE ON A
TOPIC OTHER THAN THE ONE SPECIFIED. Essays
on topics of your own choice will not be acceptable.
In order for your test to be scored, your responses
must be in English.

The essay questions are included in this test to give
you an opportunity to demonstrate how well you can
write. You should, therefore, take care to write clearly
and effectively, using specific examples where
appropriate. Remember that how well you write is
much more important than how much you write, but
to cover the topics adequately, you will probably
need to write more than one paragraph.

Assignment

Copyright protection grants the author of a
creative work (such as a book, film, painting, or
recording) the sole right to copy, publish, or profit
from the work. Copyright protection lasts for a
specific term. If a copyright is not renewed or if a
work reaches a certain age, copyright protection
no longer applies and the work is considered to
be in the public domain, meaning that any person
can reproduce it without paying for the right to do
so. Both of the following sources address the
ways in which artists create new works and how
copyright protection affects artistic creation, and
particularly whether copyright protection of
existing works hinders or promotes creativity.

Read the two passages carefully and then write
an essay in which you identify the most important
concerns regarding the issue and explain why
they are important. Your essay must draw on
information from BOTH of the sources. In
addition, you may draw on your own experiences,
observations, or reading. Be sure to CITE the
sources whether you are paraphrasing or directly
quoting.
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Source 1

Adapted from: McLeod, Kembrew. Freedom of
Expression®: Overzealous Copyright Bozos and
Other Enemies of Creativity. NewYork: Doubleday,
2005. 79-80. Web. 14 Feb. 2013.

One of the more headache-inducing aspects of
the way copyright law is interpreted is the
seeming randomness of it all. When writing a
book, quoting from another book is perfectly
acceptable. . . . But quoting more than two lines
from a song’s lyrics in a book . . . might get you
and your publisher in trouble. As long as it’s brief,
singing a phrase from an old song and placing it
in a new song probably won’t get you sued, and a
court likely wouldn’t consider it an infringement.
However, David Sanjek—director of the Broadcast
Music Incorporated (BMI) archives—is careful to
point out to me that any copyright owner with an
axe to grind could sue . . .

More mind-numbing examples from other
mediums: Referring to a trademarked good in
everyday conversation will cause no problem, but
movie directors often have to get permission from
an intellectual-property owner to show it or even
mention it in movie dialogue. Referring to
trademarked brands in pop songs is okay. But
creating satire on a Web site by using a company
logo requires you to exactly duplicate a privately
owned image, and this leaves you more
vulnerable to a lawsuit.

Today’s unrealistically high standards of originality
don’t reflect the way people have always made art
and music. What'’s the difference, really, between
T. S. Eliot invoking and directly quoting from the
Bible, Greek myths, Dante, Shakespeare,
Arthurian legend, and dozens of other cultural
works, and Public Enemy doing the same sort of
thing with sound? There is no convincing
argument | have heard that justifies why it is fine in
printed works to quote small fragments from
books, poems, or plays, but quoting and collaging
small fragments of sound is unacceptable.

Source 2

Adapted from: Martin, Scott M. “The Mythology of
the Public Domain: Exploring the Myths Behind
Attacks on the Duration of Copyright Protection.”
Loyola of Los Angeles Law Review. 36.1 (2002):
272. Web. 14 Feb. 2013.

At the risk of speaking words of heresy, it is
copyright protection that encourages innovation
and creativity, while the public domain
discourages both innovation and creativity.

Why create something new if you can reprint or
reuse something that already exists? Why invest
in untested new works if you can instead
distribute royalty-free existing works?

The fact that creators of new works cannot merely
re-use the expression contained in copyrighted
work of others without permission forces them to
be creative. Composers cannot rehash the
melodies created by earlier composers, they must
create their own new original melodies. Writers
must invent new characters and plots instead of
recycling the efforts of others. Animators and
motion picture studios cannot freeload on Mickey
Mouse; copyright protection forces them to create
their own original cartoon characters. This
promotion of fresh creation is an entirely
appropriate goal for Congress to pursue through
legislation.

Counter to the “copyright good, public domain
better” myth, an extension of the term of
copyright protection at the temporary expense of
public domain encourages rather than
discourages the creation of fresh new original
works. Opponents of the current duration of
copyright protection argue that an earlier
termination of copyright protection would
encourage the copyright owner to create new
works rather than relying on income from old
works. While such a result may ensue from earlier
loss of copyright protection, if creation of fresh
works is a policy goal for copyright law, is it not
better to create incentives for all creators to
develop new works in lieu of free-loading on
existing works than it is to encourage just one
party —the copyright owner—to develop new
works?
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Sample Source-based Essay That Received
a Score of 5

Major areas of concern with regards to copyright
law seem to stem for the most part from issues
with creativity and with consistency of the law. In
his piece, Kembrew McLeod attacks the “seeming
randomness” (“Freedom of Expression®: Copyright
Bozos and Other Enemies of Creativity”) of the
standards for copyright laws. He compares the
differences between quoting from text versus
quoting sound, such as song lyrics, as well as
other aspects that fall under the law. Essentially,
he feels that the main issue with copyright laws is
the fact that it is acceptable to quote in or from
some areas of conversation (such as text) but
dangerous to do so in others (such as in song).
Also, MclLeod implies that copyright laws have
contributed to “unrealistically high standards of
originality [which] don’t reflect the way people
have always made art and music” (McLeod). He
implies that using and expanding on other work
does not hinder creativity or originality and
standards on plagiarism today are unrealistic.

Scott Martin’s piece complicates this idea by
presenting a viewpoint in direct opposition to it.
He very explicitly states, “it is copyright protection
that encourages innovation and creativity, while
the public domain discourages both innovation
and creativity” (Martin). Martin’s logic for this is
that if it weren’t for copyright laws, creators would
have no reason to make new work when they
could benefit much more easily from earlier works.

So, simply put, along with the inconsistency of
the copyright law as explained by McLeod, the
argument over creativity is the central concern of
the issue at hand. On one side, McLeod implies
that using other works is not a hindrance to
creativity. On the other hand, Martin argues that
copyright laws are what force innovation since
artists cannot rely on other works.

Comments on Sample Source-based Essay
That Received a Score of 5

This response offers a clear explanation of
important issues discussed in the provided
sources, immediately identifying “issues with
creativity and consistency of the law.” Information
from the two sources is smoothly incorporated as
evidence in the discussion of the issues and used
to further identify related problems. The sources
are acknowledged or cited when necessary. The
organization and development of ideas is clear,
and the writer links the sources to each other:
“Martin’s piece complicates this [MclLeod’s]

idea ...” The essay has a variety of sentence
structures and displays facility in the use of
language (e.g., “So, simply put, along with

the inconsistency . . .”). While its explanation

of the importance of the identified concerns

is clear, it does not quite reach the level of
insightful explanation required for a score of 6.
Nevertheless, this is a clearly competent response
that earns a score of 5.

Sample Source-based Essay that Received a
Score of 4

There are many good things associated with
copyright law and many bad things associated
with it. In an essay written by Kembrew Mcleod
he explains they issues he has with copyright law.
While in an essay written by Scott M. Martain, he
explains why copyright law is good. To look at this
issue Kembrew’s essay will be looked at followed
by Scott’s.

Kembrew is not a big fan of copyright law. The
thing that annoys him the most about this it is that
it seems to be pretty random in how it is applied
(McLeod). He gives an example of how “when
writing a book, quoting from another book is
perfectly acceptable...But quoting more than two
lines from a song’s lyrics in a book...might get you
and your publisher in trouble” (McLeod). A few
more examples of how inconstant copyright law
is, are that a person can talk about a company in a
private conversation but for it to be in a movie the
director must get permission to use it and that in
pop songs they can state the name of trademark
companies for free but if an online show wants to
use a logo of a company they have to get
permission (McLeod). It can be seen that there is
quite an issue with the way copyright law is
applied. After seeing how inconstant the law is
does that mean that it should be done away with?

In Scott M. Martin’s essay he defends the
copyright law and shows why it is a very good
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thing. He claims that copyright protection
“encourages innovation and creativity” (Martin). In
his essay he discusses the differences between
copyright protection and public domain. He
thinks that copyright law is by far the better of the
two choices. This is because if everything was in
the public domain people would just make money
of idea’s that have already been made they
wouldn’t want to create new ideas (Martin). Some
people’s argument for wanting copyright law to
end eatrlier is that it would encourage the people
that came up with the idea to create other things.
Scott things that if those people really want
people to create more new ideas then there
should be incentives in the law its self for that sort
of thing (Martin). Scott makes a convincing
argument for why copyright is indeed a good thing
that encourages creativity. Which is one thing that
is highly valued.

Is copyright law worth the trouble it causes?
According to Kembrew it is not because of its
inconsistency. But on the flip side Scott believes
it is because of all the creative that comes out of
it. If it were not for copyright law creativity would
be limited in scope. It might have its issues but is
a required part of the law so that it can be assured
that people will keep what is rightfully theirs.

Comments on Sample Source-based Essay
That Received a Score of 4

This competent response adequately explains the
concerns evoked in each of the provided sources,
pointing to both “how inconstant copyright law is”
and how it encourages creativity. The essay also
explains why the issues raised are important. It
links the two sources by pointing out that McLeod
and Martin are arguing from different
perspectives. Both sources are used and cited
when necessary. Organization and development
of ideas are controlled as the response compares
and contrasts the perspectives of the two writers
on the same issues. The response exhibits
general control of grammar, usage, and
mechanics, but it contains some sentence
fragments and other errors (e.g., “Which is one
thing that is highly valued.”). With its adequate
explanations and language use, this essay earns a
score of 4.

Sample Source-Based Essay That Received
a Score of 2

Many artists are concerned about copyright
because they want to be protected from other
people stealing their work and passing it off as
theirs. “why create something new if you can
reprint or reuse something that already exists?”
Copyright laws protect against this.

Copyright laws are confusing and “headache-
inducing.” You can quote from another book in a
book that you write but you can’t quote from a
song. Artists don’t know what they can and can’t
do. And copyright laws make “unrealistically high
standards of originality” so it is hard for artists to
create totally new things.

In conclusion, copyright laws help protect artists
from people stealing their work while at the same
time making it harder for them to create work that
is original.

Comments on Sample Source-Based Essay
That Received a Score of 2

This response offers very little development. It
identifies important concerns—the copyright
protects artists from having their work stolen and
that copyright laws are not inconsistent—and
offers some explanation of them, but it provides
weak support for the explanation, with very few
reasons or details. The essay incorporates both of
the provided sources, but it fails to cite or
otherwise acknowledge its use of information
taken from the sources. While its failure to
acknowledge the use of source material keeps
this essay from receiving a score higher than a 2,
its lack of development also demonstrates that it
is seriously flawed and would keep this essay at
the 2-level even if outside sources were
acknowledged.

The Praxis® Study Companion

30



Step 3: Practice with Sample Test Questions

|
$SSHQGL[ *

3. Practice with Sample Test Questions

Answer practice questions and find explanations for correct answers

Sample Test Questions

This test is available via computer delivery. To illustrate what the computer-delivered test looks like, the
following sample question shows an actual screen used in a computer-delivered test. For the purposes of this
guide, sample questions are provided as they would appear in a paper-delivered test.
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NOTATIONS
1 Perpendicular symbol
Right angle symbol
[ Parallel lines symbol
FORMULAS
Circle of radius
Area: A=nr
Circumference: C=2nr

Rectangle with length € and width w:

Area: A=Mn

Triangle with base b and corresponding height 4:

bh

: A=—
Area: >

Rectangular box with length ¢, width w, and height 4:

Volume: V = (wh
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The sample questions that follow illustrate the kinds of questions on
the test. They are not, however, representative of the entire scope of
the test in either content or difficulty. Answers with explanations
follow the questions.

Directions: Questions 1-12 below are followed by five
suggested answers or completions. Select the one that is
best in each case and then click on the oval to the left of

your choice. For innovative question types, click on the box . . .
and type in the correct answer (questions 13-14) or click on 2. In the figure above,.C is the center of the circle.
Which of the following must be true?

(A) QC and RC have the same length.
B) QR and RC have the same length.

one or more answers (question 15).

Remember, try to answer every question.

@)

(
(C) QC is perpendicular to QR.
(D) QR is perpendicular to RC.
(E) AQRC is equilateral.

3. A soft drink company surveyed a random
sample of 1,240 people between the ages of
18 and 24 and found that 5 out of 8 of those

1. In the Venn diagram above, circle G represents surveyed liked the company’s new soft drink.
the integers 2 to 10, inclusive, and circle H Based on the results of the survey, if 200,000
represents the integers 6 to 12, inclusive. How people ages 18 to 24 were to try the new drink,
many integers are represented by the shaded which of the following statements would most
region? likely be true?

(A) Two (A) Between 90,000 and 100,000 people
(B) Three would like the new drink.
(C) Four (B) Betweerl 100,000 and. 110,000 people
would like the new drink.
(D) Five
) (C) Between 110,000 and 120,000 people
(E) Six

would like the new drink.

(D) Between 120,000 and 130,000 people
would like the new drink.

(E) Between 130,000 and 140,000 people
would like the new drink.

.
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Men 12 7. The numbers of absences in Mrs. Klein’s class
for each of the first 3 months of the year were
Women 18 16, 12, and 17, respectively. If the average
Boys 10 (arithmetic mean) number of absences for the
Girls 8 first 4 months of the year was 14, how many
absences were there in the fourth month?
4. The table above shows the distribution of men, A 9

women, boys, and girls in a group of 48

individuals. If one individual is to be selected at (B) 10

random from the group, what is the probability © 1

that the individual selected is a woman? D) 12

A 1 (E) 18
2
3 8. At a computer store on Monday last week, the

B) P price of a computer was x dollars. On Tuesday

the price of the computer was reduced by 25%

©) ! of Monday’s price. On Wednesday the price of
4 the computer was further reduced by 40% of
2 Tuesday’s price. Which of the following

D) 75 expressions represents the price, in dollars, of
] the computer on Wednesday?

B 75 (A) (0.35)x

B
5. When 641.29 is divided by 10, which digit of ®)

the resulting number is in the tens place? (©)
A 1

B) 2
©) 4
0) 6 9. If 4x=14+9y and y =2, what is the value
B 9 ofx ?
A 4
6. If x=0 and y =0, which of the following is B) 5
31
equivalent to X—; ? (C) 6
1 D) 7
Xy (E) 8
g =
(B) 2y
3y =2x
2xy
b 2
® 3
3y =2x
| 2
2X =y

|
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10. A student claimed, “Whenever you multiply
two numbers, the product will always be
greater than each of the two numbers you
started with.” Which of the following pairs of
numbers is a counterexample to the student’s

claim?

(A) 4and5

(B) 3and4.5

(C) 2and 3.5

(D) 1.5and2

(E) 0.5and?2 12. The circle graph above shows the distribution

of the Chang family’s vacation budget over five
1 3 categories. According to the graph, for how
- = many of the five categories is the dollar
4 8 amount of the budget category greater than
11. When placed into the blank spaces above in $1,000 ?
increasing order, which of the following pairs of (A) One

numbers creates a list of numbers that is

ordered from least to greatest? (B) Two

1 (C) Three
gl ) 0 (D) Four

T 1 (E) Five
B -—., =

8 3

For the following question, enter your answer in

3 1

(©) 532 the answer boxes.
2
1 13. Helen budgets — of her monthly salary for
CER o ysalery
food, and last month she spent — of her
T2

B 3’5 monthly salary on produce. What fraction of

her budget for food was spent on produce last
month?

For the following question, enter your answer in
the answer box.

14. A box of machine parts contains 6 times as
many usable parts as defective parts. If there
are exactly 882 parts in the box, how many of
them are usable?
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For the following question, select all the answer
choices that apply.

15. In the diagram above, Oak Street is parallel to
Elm Street, EIm Street is parallel to Maple
Drive, and Sycamore Street is perpendicular to
Oak Street. Which of the following statements
must be true?

Indicate all such statements.

[A] Oak Street is parallel to Maple Drive.

[B] EIm Street and Sycamore Street form
right angles.

[C] Maple Drive and Sycamore Street form
right angles.

.
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Answers to Sample Questions

1. The correct answer is (D). In the Venn diagram, the
shaded region represents the integers that are in both
G and H; i.e, these integers are among the integers 2
through 10 and also among the integers 6 through 12,
or6,7,8,9 and 10, which amount to five integers. The
answer, therefore, is choice (D).

2. The correct answer is (A). Since C is the center of the
circle, OC and RC are both radii of the circle and
therefore have the same length. The answer, therefore,
is choice (A).

3. The correct answer is (D). Of the 200,000 people, the
number of people that would like the new drink is

approximately %xZO0,000, or 125,000. Since 125,000 is
between 120,000 and 130,000, the answer is choice (D).

4. The correct answer is (B). In the table provided, there
are 48 individuals in the group, 18 of whom are women.
The probability that the individual selected will be a

1
woman is 18 out of 48, or 4—2 =§.The answer,

therefore, is choice (B).

5. The correct answer is (D). When dividing a number
expressed as a decimal by 10, the decimal point is
moved one place to the left, so 641.29 divided by 10 is
64.129. The tens place is the second place to the left of
the decimal point. In the number 64.129, the digit 6 is in
the tens place.

6 4 . 1 2 9

wv

%) e

= | 6

o C

n v e

N n < o >
I} = c

C C ]

] S [} =} e

= O = T =

The answer, therefore, is choice (D).

6. The correct answer is (C). Recall that in order to
subtract fractions with different denominators, a
common denominator must first be determined. For

) . . 31
example, consider the following evaluation of T
. 3 1
where each of the fractions 5 and P are first

expressed as fractions with common denominator 10.

31 3
= 4 g 2 1. 3J
5 2 5 2
6 5
10 10
_6-5
10
1
10

The same is true for rational expressions. To subtract
rational expressions, each rational expression must first
be expressed with a common denominator. In this case,
a common denominator is 2xy . Multiply each rational
expression by an expression equal to 1 so that each
rational expression will have the same common
denominator 2xy as follows.
3 1 3 1 2
I N P RV
2x y 2x y y 2x
3y 2x
2xy 2xy
3y—2x

2xy
The answer, therefore, is choice (C).

7. The correct answer is (C).
Solution Strategy 1:

For the average of a set of data, the sum of the data
entries is equal to the product of the average and
the number of entries.

Since

Sum of data entries
Total number of entries

Average =

Sum of data entries = Average x Total number of entries

Since the average of the absences for the first

4 months is 14, the number of absences for the first
4 monthsis 14x4 =56 .The number of absences in
the fourth month is the number of absences in the
first 4 months minus the number of absences in the
first 3 months, or 56—(16+12+17)=11.The answer,
therefore, is choice (C).

Solution Strategy 2:

If x denotes the number of absences in the fourth
month, the equation
Sum of data entries

Average = :
Total number of entries

becomes
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16412417 +x
4

14

which is equivalent to 14x4 =45+x with solution
x=4x14-45 or x=11.The answer, therefore, is
choice (C).

8. The correct answer is (E). The price on Monday was x
dollars. A reduction of 25% means that the price on
Tuesday is 75% of the price on Monday, or (0.75)x
dollars. The price on Tuesday is then reduced by 40%, so
the price on Wednesday is 60% of (0.75)x dollars, or
(0.6)(0.75)x dollars. The answer, therefore, is choice (E).

9. The correct answer is (E). Since ¥ = 2, substituting
the value 2 for y in the equation 4x=14+9y gives the
following equations.

4x=14+9x%x2
4x=14+18
4x =32

Dividing both sides of the equation 4x =32 by 4 gives
the result x =8 .The answer, therefore, is choice (E).

10. The correct answer is (E). A counterexample is an
example that does not support the claim in the
statement. The product of 0.5 and 2 is 1, which is not
greater than 2. For all the other pairs of numbers, the
product is greater than each of the two numbers in the
pair; so, all other pairs of numbers support the claim in
the statement and are not counterexamples.

11. The correct answer is (B). The numbers to be placed

1

in the blank spaces must be both greater than "
3

and less than 3 . The first pair of numbers listed is

1
= and 0. Although 0 is both greater than —% and
3 1. 1 . _
lessthan =, ——= islessthan =—,so this pairis not
8 2 4

the correct answer. The second pair of numbers listed is

1 1 ]
3 and 3 , both of which are greater than "2 and

3 . .
less than 3 so this pair is the correct answer. At least
one of the numbers in each of the other pairs is either

1 3 .
less than 7 or greater than 3 . For example, in the

3 1 2
third pair of numbers, == islessthan -—=-—in
8 4 8

1 4 3
the fourth pair of numbers, 5=% is greater than 3
. . 2 16 .
and in the fifth pair of numbers, = is greater than
3 15
§ = 4—0 The answer, therefore, is choice (B).

12. The correct answer is (B).
Solution Strategy 1:

To answer this question, compute the dollar amount for
each of the five categories and compare each dollar
amount to $1,000.

Dollar amount for food = $3,500 x 40% = $1,400

Dollar amount for lodging = $3,500 x 35% = $1,225
Dollar amount for other = $3,500 x 3% = $105

Dollar amount for entertainment = $3,500 x 12% = $420
Dollar amount for transportation = $3,500 x 10% = $350

Of the five dollar amounts, only two are greater than
$1,000.

Solution Strategy 2:

An alternative solution method is to express $1,000 as a
percent of the total budget and determine how many of
the percent values given in the circle graph are greater.
That is, $1,000 is

(;2%% ) %x100% ~28.6% of $3,500. Of the five percent

values in the circle graph, only two percent values are
greater than 28.6%. The answer, therefore, is choice (B).

1
13. The correct answer is " . The fraction of the food

budget that Helen spent on produce is given by

budget for produce
budget for food

, or equivalently,

budget for produce as a fraction of monthly salary
budget for food as a fraction of monthly salary

1
This fraction is % , which is equivalent to
5
051073 4.T e answer, therefore, is 7°
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14. The correct answer is 756.
Solution Strategy 1:

Since the box contains 6 times as many usable
parts as defective parts, the ratio of usable to
defective parts is 6:1. The number of usable parts is

6
7 of the total number of parts in the box. Since

there are 882 parts in the box, the number of
6
usable parts is 7><882, or 756. The answer,

therefore, is 756.

Solution Strategy 2:

Let d stand for the number of defective parts. The
number of usable parts would be 6d, and the total
number of parts would be d+6d =7d . Since the
total number of parts in the box is 882, we can
write the equation 7d =882 , which has the
solution d =126 .The number of usable parts is
6d =6(126) =756 . The answer, therefore, is 756.

15. The correct answers are (A), (B), and (C).

Choice (A): Since Oak Street is parallel to ElIm Street and
Elm Street is parallel to Maple Drive, it follows that Oak
Street is parallel to Maple Drive.

Choice (B): Since Sycamore Street is perpendicular to
Oak Street and Oak Street is parallel to Elm Street, it
follows that Sycamore Street is perpendicular to Elm
Street, so EIm Street and Sycamore Street form right
angles.

Choice (C): Since Sycamore Street is perpendicular to
Oak Street and Oak Street is parallel to Maple Drive (as
shown in choice (A)), it follows that Sycamore Street is
perpendicular to Maple Drive, so Maple Drive and
Sycamore Street form right angles.

|
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TKRPDV % 1HEUDVND 1HHG (FRBRO WRE (GXEDWNVRQ &RPP
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KWWSV FGQ HGXFDWLRQ QH JRY ZS FRQWHQW XSORDGYV
SGI
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1HEUDVND /HJLVODWLYH -RXUQDO WK /HJ )LUVW 6HVV L
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SHY &WDW WKURXJK
JORRU GHEDWWKRHI% )LUVW 6HVV 1HE $SU
SDLNHV
1$& 6HH DOVH&
1$& 6HH DOVH& DQG1%$& )
1$& 6HH DOVH&
1$& 6HH QO6/BUD[LYHEQQ@®BVND WHVW UHTXLUHPHQW
SUHSDUDWLRQ SURWULILM Y 8§ Gl HHEFOHDP/ENHU I[URP

KWWSV 7Z2ZZ HWV RUJ SUD[LV QH UHTXLUHPHQWYV

%ORPVWHGW 0 3K ' ‘'HFHPEHU ([SODQDWRU\ VWDW
1HEUDVND $GPLQLVWUDSMHUKIKD BWGRIQV IRB&WKH EDVLF VNLC
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