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Any Fiscal Notes received from state agencies and political subdivisions are attached following the Legislative Fiscal Analyst Estimate.

LB 883 allows the Attorney General to request the appointment of independent counsel to appear for and investigate and prosecute
certain actions. The independent counsel shall be independent of and not act under the authority or direction of the Attorney General.
The Attorney General estimates the need to hire 1.0 FTE to address the bill’s provisions.
Under the bill’s provisions, the Attorney General may request the appointment of independent counsel “(I)n the case of a state official or
employee who is suspected of committing a crime or when the Attorney General has an actual or perceived personal or ethical conflict
in the prosecution of an alleged crime”. The likelihood of such a situation arising every year is small. Even if such a situation arises,
the Attorney General is not required to request independent counsel. Depending on the situation, independent counsel may not be
necessary. Thus, the estimate of $137,142 being added to the agency’s base budget appears unreasonable.
However, if/when such a case arises that independent counsel is needed, provision for addressing the associated expenditure needs to
be made. The Attorney General correctly identifies that, depending on the scope of the case, the costs could easily be far greater than
the estimate they provided. There is simply no way to accurately identify the potential costs.

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES STATE BUDGET DIVISION: REVIEW OF AGENCY & POLT. SUB. RESPONSE
LB: 883

AM:

REVIEWED BY: Joe Wilcox

AGENCY/POLT. SUB: Nebraska Attorney General (011)
DATE: 01/23/2018

PHONE: (402) 471-4178

COMMENTS: No basis to dispute the Nebraska Attorney General estimate of potential Fiscal Impact to the Agency
from LB883, except to note the costs are potential only to the extent that utilizing outside counsel is required and that the
costs identified in the fiscal note reflect estimated costs of outside counsel, not additional FTE to the Attorney General.

