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Introduced by MG 11, 26.

WHEREAS, youth engagenent strengthens our rural and urban
conmunities through increased awareness of civic duties and comunity
i ssues; and

WHEREAS, young people in the United States are volunteering nore
than any generation in history; and

WHEREAS, because our youth represent the future of our communities
and civic society, their idealism energy, creativity, and conmtnent
should be fostered to prepare them to bring leadership to the challenges
found in their comunities; and

WHEREAS, there is a conclusive correlation between youth service
and |ifelong civic engagenent, volunteerism and philanthropy; and

WHEREAS, through conmunity service, young people build character
and learn valuable skills, including time mnagenent, teamwrk, and
| eadership, all of which is sought by enployers and their conmunities; and

WHEREAS, service learning, an innovative teaching method conbining
service to the community wth curriculumbased learning, is a proven
strategy to increase acadenic achievenent and strengthen civic engagenent
and civic responsibility; and

WHEREAS, the State Board of Education recently approved new
curriculum standards requiring conmunity service as a part of the statew de

soci al studi es standards.
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NOW THEREFORE, BE |IT RESOLVED BY THE MEMBERS OF THE ONE HUNDRED
THI RD LEG SLATURE OF NEBRASKA, FI RST SESSI ON

1. That the Legislature recognizes the critical inportance that
service learning and civic engagenent plays in creating inforned and
engaged citizens in our denocracy.

2. That the Legislature supports prograns and initiatives to engage

our youth through service | earning and volunteerismin our community.



