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Conmi ttee: Education

A BILL
FOR AN ACT relating to education; to anend sections 79-757 and
79-760. 06, Revised Statutes Cumul ative Supplenment, 2012;
to provide for priority schools, operating councils, and
conmuni ty schools; to harnonize provisions; and to repeal
the original sections.

Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,
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Section 1. Section 79-757, Revised Statutes Cumul ative
Suppl erent, 2012, is anended to read:

79-757 Sections 79-757 to 79-762 and section 3 of this

act shall be known and may be cited as the Quality Education
Accountability Act.

Sec. 2. Section 79-760.06, Revised Statutes Cunulative
Suppl erent, 2012, is anended to read:

79-760.06 (1) On or before August 1, 2012, the State
Board of Education shall establish an accountability system to be
used to neasure the performance of individual public schools and

school districts. The accountability system shall conbine nultiple

mreasures—indicators, including, but not limted to, graduation
rates, student growh and student inprovenment on the assessnent
instruments provided in section 79-760.03, and other indicators of
the performance of public schools and school districts as established
by the board.

(2) Beginning with data from the 2013-14 school vyear,

i ndi cat ors Fhe—reasures—sel ected by the board for the accountability
system may—shall be conbined into a school perfornance score and

district performance score. The board wmay—shall establish Ievels of

per formance fer—the—indicators—used—n—the—accountabity—system

based upon school performance scores and district perfornmance scores

in order to classify the performance of public schools and school
districts beginning with data from school year 2013-14. The board

shall designate priority schools based on such classification.




LB 438 LB 438

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Schools designated as priority schools shall be in the |owest

performance category at the tine of the initial priority school

designation. Schools designated as priority schools shall remain

priority schools until such designation is renoved by the board. No

nore than five schools may have a priority school designation at one

tinme. Schools designated as priority schools shall be subject to the

requirenents of section 3 of this act. The State Departnent of

Education shall annually report ary—the performance |evels
established—by the board regarding—the—performanee—of individua
public schools and school districts as part of the statew de
assessnent and reporting system

Sec. 3. (1) For each school designated as a priority

school, the State Board of Education shall appoint an intervention

teamand, if the school is not already a community school pursuant to

section 4 of this act, an operating council pursuant to such section

(2) The intervention teamshall be conposed of up to five

people with the education and experience to carry out t he

responsibilities of the team

(3) The intervention team in collaboration with the

operating council, the priority school staff, and the adm nistration

and school board of the school district with control of the priority

school , shall develop a progress plan for approval by the State Board

of Education. The intervention team shall assist the school district

with diagnosing issues that negatively affect student achi evenment in

the priority school, designing and i npl enenting strateqgi es to address
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such issues through the progress plan, and devel oping neasurable

indicators of progress. The progress plan shall include specific

actions required by the school and the district in order to renpve

its classification as a priority school, including any required | evel

of progress as indicated by the neasurable indicators. Conpliance

with progress plans shall be a requirenent to nmaintain accreditation

for any school district that has at least one priority school. The

State Board of Education shall annually review any progress plans and

determ ne whether any nodifications are needed. |If a school has been

designated as a priority school for the fifth consecutive year, the

State Board of FEducation shall reevaluate the progress plan to

deternine if significant revisions or an entirely new progress plan

are warranted.

(4) The school board of a school district containing a

priority school as designated pursuant to section 79-760.06 shall

permit the intervention team full access to the priority school

priority school staff, the school district, school district staff,

acadenmic information, financial information, and any other requested

i nf or mati on.

(5) The Conmi ssioner of Education shall annually report

to the Governor, the Cerk of the Legislature, and the chairperson of

t he Education Committee of the Leqgislature on all schools designated

as priority schools. The report shall include the nane of the school

the grades included in the priority school designation, the nane of

the school district, the years for which the school was designated a
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priority school, a summary of the progress plan, and the |evel of

progress as indicated by the nmeasurabl e indicators.

Sec. 4. (1) Any public school nay becone a comunity

school through the formation of an operating council. |If the school

is designated as a priority school pursuant to section 3 of this act,

the State Board of Education shall establish the operating council.

If the school board of a dass Il, 111, 1V, or V school district

receives a request for a school controlled by the school district to

becone a community school, the school board shall hold an operating

counci |l organi zati onal neeting at such school within sixty days after

receiving the request, except that the school board shall not be

reguired to hold organizational neetings at any single school nore

t han once during a cal endar year. School boards of Cass Il, [I1l, |V,

and V school districts shall establish procedures for the formation

of operating councils on or before Decenber 31, 2013, and shall

revise such procedures fromtine to tine following a public hearing

on_such proposed revisions.

(2) Once forned, each operating council shall determ ne

the timng and procedures for selecting successor nenbers. Each

operating council shall be conposed of not |less than three and not

nore than six nenbers. An operating council shall be advisory to the

superintendent, the school board, and the principal of the comunity

school on all matters affecting the community school. One or nore

nenbers of the operating council shall interview and recommend staff

for the community school. The superintendent of any school district
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1 containing at | east one community school shall provide the operating

2 councils with copies of public information provided by the school

3 district staff to the school board regarding the budget and staffing

4 decisions for the comunity school and proposed policy changes

5 affecting the community school. The principal of a comunity school

6 shall provide an opportunity for the operating council to neet wth

7 the principal not |ess than once each nonth.

8 Sec. 5. Original sections 79-757 and 79-760.06, Revised

9 Statutes Cumul ative Suppl enent, 2012, are repeal ed.



