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LB 126

1 FOR AN ACT relating to appropriations; to anmend sections 43-3718,

2 43- 3719, and 43-3720, Revised Statutes Cunulative
3 Suppl erent, 2012; to state intent relating to the Court
4 Appoi nted Special Advocate Fund; to change
5 provisions relating to grants; to harnonize provisions;

6 and to repeal the original sections.

7 Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,
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Section 1. It is the intent of the Legislature to

appropriate to the Court Appoi nted Speci al Advocate Fund $500, 000 for

FY2013-14 and $500, 000 for FY2014-15.

Sec. 2. Section 43-3718, Revised Statutes Cunulative
Suppl erent, 2012, is anended to read:

43-3718 The Court Appointed Special Advocate Fund is
created. The fund shall be under the control of the Supreme Court and
admini stered by the State Court Adnministrator. The fund shall be used
for grants as provided in section 43-3719. The fund shall consist of

transfers authorized under section 29-3921, appropriations, grants,

donations, qgifts, devises, and bequests. Any noney in the fund

avai l able for investnment shall be invested by the state investnent
officer pursuant to the Nebraska Capital Expansion Act and the
Nebraska State Funds Investnment Act. Interest earned shall be
credited back to the fund.

Sec. 3. Section 43-3719, Revised Statutes Cunulative
Suppl erent, 2012, is anended to read:

43-3719 (1) The Suprenme Court shall award grants fromthe
Court Appointed Special Advocate Fund as provided in subsection (2)
of this section to any court appointed special advocate program that
applies for the grant and:

(a) Is a nonprofit organization organi zed under section
501(c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code;

(b) Has the ability to operate statew de; and

(c) Has an affiliation agreenent with | ocal prograns that
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neet the requirements of section 43-3706.
(2) The Supreme Court shall award grants up to the anount

credited to the fund per fiscal year as foll ows:

(a) Up to ten thousand dollars nay be used by the court
to administer this section;

(b) O the remaining anount, eighty percent—but—re—rpre
thar—three—hundred—thousand—deH-ars shall be awarded as grants used
to recruit new court appointed special advocate volunteers and to
defray the <cost of training court appointed special advocate
vol unt eers;

(c) O the remaining anount, ten percent—but—ho—Hore
thar—fHty—theusand—doeHars—~ shall be awarded as grants used to
create innovative progranming to inplement the Court Appointed
Speci al Advocate Act; and

(d) O the remaining anount, ten percent—but—ho—rBre
thar—Hftytheusand—doeHars— shall be awarded as grants used to
expand court appointed special advocate prograns into counties that
have no prograns or limted prograns.

Sec. 4. Section 43-3720, Revised Statutes Cunulative
Suppl erent, 2012, is anended to read:

43-3720 (1) Each applicant who is awarded a grant under
section 43-3719 shall provide the Suprene Court, Cerk of the
Legi sl ature, and Governor prior to Decenber 31 of each year a report
regardi ng the grant detailing:

5—(a) The nunber of court appointed special advocate
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vol unteers trained during the previous fiscal year

2—(b) The cost of training the court appointed special
advocate vol unteers trained during the previous fiscal year

3}—(c) The nunber of court appointed special advocate
volunteers recruited during the previous fiscal year

4 —(d) A description of any prograns described in
subdi vision (2)(d) of section 43-3719;

5)3—(e) The total nunber of courts being served by court
appoi nted special advocate prograns during the previous fiscal year;
and

6)—(f) The total nunber of children being served by
court appointed special advocate volunteers during the previous
fiscal year.

The report subnmitted to the Clerk of the Legislature
shall be submtted el ectronically.

(2) The Suprene Court, as part of any application process

required for a grant pursuant to section 43-3719, nmy require the

applicant to report the information required pursuant to subsection

(1) of this section.

Sec. 5. Oiginal sections 43-3718, 43-3719, and 43-3720,

Revi sed Statutes Cunul ative Suppl enent, 2012, are repeal ed.



