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A BI'LL

LB 526

1 FOR AN ACT relating to the Optonetry Practice Act; to anend sections

2 38-2604 and 38-2614, Rei ssue Revised

3 Nebr aska, and section 38- 2605, Revi sed
4 Cunul ative  Suppl enent, 2012; to change
5 relating to use of pharmaceutical agents;

6 the original sections.

7 Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,

Statutes of
St at ut es
provi si ons

and to repea
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Section 1. Section 38-2604, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, is anmended to read:

38-2604 (1) Phar maceuti cal agents, for di agnostic
pur poses, neans anesthetics, cycloplegics, and nydriatics.

(2) Pharmaceutical agents, for therapeutic purposes,
neans topical ophthalmc pharnmaceutical agents which treat eye
di seases, infection, inflammation, and superficial abrasions, or ora
anal gesi cs, including oral anal gesics enunerated in Schedules 11l and
IV of section 28-405 necessary to treat conditions of the eye, ocular
adnexa, or visual system or oral pharnmaceutical agents for the
treatment of diseases or infections of the eye, ocular adnexa, or
visual system or oral anti-inflanmatory agents to treat conditions
of the eye, ocul ar adnexa, or visual system ;—exeludingsteroids—and
. . .

(3) Pharnmmceutical agents, for therapeutic purposes,

i ncl udes an _epi nephrine autoinjector for treatnent of anaphyl axis and

an oral steroid, oral glaucona agent, or oral inmunosuppressive

agent .
Sec. 2. Section 38-2605, Revised Statutes Cumulative

Suppl erent, 2012, is anended to read:

38-2605 (1) The practice of optonetry neans one or a
conbi nati on of the follow ng:

(a) The examination of the human eye to diagnose, treat,
or refer for consultation or treatnment any abnormal condition of the

human eye, ocul ar adnexa, or visual system
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(b) The enpl oynent of i nstrunents, devi ces,
pharmaceutical agents, and procedures intended for the purpose of
i nvestigating, exam ni ng, di agnosi ng, treating, managi ng, or
correcting visual defects or abnormal conditions of the human eye,
ocul ar adnexa, or visual system

(c) The prescribing and application of |enses, devices
containing lenses, prisns, contact |enses, ophthalmc devices,
orthoptics, vision training, pharnmaceutical agents, and prosthetic
devices to correct, relieve, or treat defects or abnornmal conditions
of the human eye, ocul ar adnexa, or visual system

(d) The dispensing and sale of a contact |ens, including
a cosnetic or plano contact lens or a contact |lens containing an
ocul ar pharmaceutical agent which an optonetrist is authorized by |aw
to prescribe and which is classified by the federal Food and Drug
Adm ni stration as a drug;

(e) The ordering of procedures and |aboratory tests
rational to the diagnosis or treatnent of conditions or diseases of
t he human eye, ocul ar adnexa, or visual system and

(f) The renoval of superficial eyelid, conjunctival, and
corneal foreign bodies.

(2) The practice of optonmetry does not include the use of

surgery, the use of |aser surgery, eral—therapeutic—agents—used—in

agepts—or the treatnment of infantile/congenital glaucoma, which neans

the condition is present at birth.
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Sec. 3. Section 38-2614, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, is anmended to read:

38-2614 (1) An optonetrist licensed in this state may use
topical ocular pharnmaceutical agents for therapeutic purposes
aut hori zed under subdivision (1)(b) or (c) of section 38-2605 if such
person is certified by the departnent, with the reconmendati on of the
board, as qualified to wuse ocular pharmaceutical agents for
t herapeuti c purposes, including the treatnent of glaucoma.

(2) Sueh—eertifiecation—shal——reguire—In order to be

certified by the departnent under subsection (1) of this section, the

optonetrist shall show (a) satisfactory conpletion of classroom

education and clinical training which enphasizes the examn nation,
di agnosi s, and treatnent of the eye, ocular adnexa, and visual system
of fered by a school or college approved by the board and passage of
an exam nation approved by the board or (b) evidence proevided—by—the
epteret+ist—of certification in another state for the use of
t herapeutic pharmaceutical agents which is deened by the board as
sati sfactory validation of such qualifications.

Sec. 4. Oiginal sections 38-2604 and 38-2614, Reissue
Revi sed Statutes of Nebraska, and section 38-2605, Revised Statutes

Cunul ati ve Suppl enent, 2012, are repeal ed.



