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A BILL
1 FOR AN ACT relating to minors; to provide for judicial
2 emanci pation of mnors.
3 Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,
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Section 1. Sections 1 to 8 of this act provide a procedure

for judicial emancipation of ninors.

Sec. 2. A mnor who is at least sixteen years of age,

narried. or living apart from his or her parents or |egal gquardian.

and who is a legal resident of the county., may by his or her | eqal

guardian or next friend file a conplaint in the district court of

that county for a judgnment of emancipation.

Sec. 3. (1) A conplaint for enancipation shall state:

(a) The nane, age. and address of the m nor;

(b) The nanmes and addresses of the parents of the mnor;

(c) The nane and address of any legal quardian of the

m_nor ;

(d) If no parent or legal guardian can be found. the nanme

and address of the child's nearest known relative residing within this

state;

(e) That the minor is seeking a judgment of enmancipation;

[}
>
o

(f) That the mnor wllingly lives apart from his or her

parents or legal gquardian with the consent or acquiescence of the

parents or |egal guardian.

(2) 1f any of the facts required by this section are not

known, the conplaint shall so state.

Sec. 4. A notice of filing. together with a copy of the

conplaint for emancipation, shall be served upon:

(1) The parents or legal gquardian of the minor or, if the

parents or | egal gquardian cannot be found, the nearest known relative

of the mnor residing within the state, if any;
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(2) The legal custodian of the minor, if any;:

(3) The appropriate probation officer for his or her review

and recommendation, if the minor is a ward of the court; and

(4) The county attorney of the county in which the matter

is to be heard.

Sec. 5. In making its determ nation regarding the conplaint

for emancipation, the court shall consider: Wether the parents or

legal guardian of the mnor have consented to emancipation: whether

the minor is substantially able to support hinself or herself wthout

financial assistance; whether the mnor is sufficiently nmature and

know edgeable to nmmnage his or her affairs wthout the guidance of

parents or |legal gquardian; and whether emancipation is in the best

interest of the ninor. The court shall advise the ninor of the

consequences of emanci pation.

Sec. 6. (1) If the court determines that enmancipation

should be granted. it shall enter a judgnent of emancipation. Such

judgnent emancipates the mnminor for all purposes and renpves the

disability of mnority insofar as that disability may affect:

Incurring indebtedness or contractual obligations of any Kkind;

acqui ring, encunberi ng. and conveying property or any interest

therein; the litigation and settlenent of controversies; consenting

to nmedical, dental., or psychiatric care w thout parental consent,

know edge. or liability: enrolling in any school or college; and

establishnent of his or her own residence. For these purposes, the

mnor shall be considered in law as an adult and any obligation he or

she incurs is enforceable by and against such mnor without regard to

his or her mnority.
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(2) Unl ess ot herwi se provi ded by t he j udgnent f or

enanci pation, the obligation of support otherwise owed a minor by his

or _her parent or legal gquardian is termnated by the entry of the

j udgnent .

Sec. 7. A _judgnent of enmncipation does not affect the

status of the mnor for purposes of any provision of |aw which:

(1) Prohibits the sale, pur chase, or consunption _ of

intoxicating liquor to or by a person under twenty-one years of age:

(2) Prohibits gaming or enploynment in gaming by or of a

person under twenty-one years of age;

(3) Restricts the ability to marry a person under the age

of seventeen years of age:; or

(4) Governs matters relating to juveniles.

Sec. 8. A conplaint may be filed by any person_or by any

public agency to void a judgnent of emancipation on the follow ng

grounds:

(1) The ninor has beconme indigent and has insufficient

neans of support: or

(2) The judgnent of emancipation was obtained by fraud,

ni srepresentation, or the withholding of nat eri al i nformati on.




