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Summary of purpose and/or change:

LB 1094 does the following:

Section 1 Changes the intent language for the Nebraska Resources Development
Fund to include provisions for drought relief assistance and for the
augmentation of river flows as an incentive program.

Section 2 Requires the Natural Resources Development Commission to make an
allocation from the fund at the recommendation of the director.

Section 3 Repealer.

Section 4 Emergency clause.



Explanation of amendments, if any:

The Committee amendment becomes the bill.

Section 1

Section 2

Findings. The Legislature finds that water right holders who agreed to
lease and forgo water use to assist in the management, protection, and
conservation of the water resources of river basins, but remain unpaid due
to litigation must be paid.

Requires repayment by the natural resources districts receiving said funds
either through use of existing law or such other means as provided by the
Legislature once the litigation is resolved.

Creates the Water Contingency Cash Fund.

Requires the affected natural resources districts to certify to the
Department of Natural Resources the amount of funding being requested,;
and requires the department to provide financial assistance to those
natural resources districts in the amount requested.

Requires the natural resources districts receiving the funds to compensate
water right holders who agree or agreed to lease and forgo the use of
water. It also requires that any financial assistance provided under this
section and not used for the stated purpose must be returned within sixty
days after it is received by such district.

Section 3 Requires the State Treasurer to transfer nine million dollars from the Cash

Reserve Fund to the Water Contingency Cash Fund.

Section 4 Repealer.

Section 5 Emergency clause.



Senator LeRoy Louden, Chairperson



