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Approved by Lhe covernor Eebruary 14, 1995

Introduced by Wesely, 26, Schellpeper, 18, Hartnett, 45

AN ACT relaLing Lo student health; to amend secLions 79-444 and 79-444.06,
Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraskai to allov, [ore hea]th careproviders to give physical exams and innunization atatenentsi Lo
repeal the original secLionsi and Lo declare an emergency.

Be it enacted by the people of Lhe State of Nebraska,

Section l. SecLion 79-444, Rei.ssue Revised SLaLutes of Nebraska, is
anended to read:

79-444. (1) ExcepL as provided in subsecLion (2) of this section,
Lhe board of educaLj.on of any school districL shall noL admit any child into
the kindergarten or begj.nner gradc of any school of such school disLrict
unlesa such child has reached Lhe age of five years or will reach such age on
or before Oclober L5 of lhe cuffent year.

(2) The board of education may admit a child who will reach the age
of five between OcLober 15 and February 1 of Lhe currenL school year if Lhe
parent or guardian rcquesLs such enLrance and provides an affidavit staLing
Lhat (a) Lhe child atLended kindergarLen j.n anoLher jurisdiction in the
current school year or (b) the family anLicipates a rclocation to anoLherjurlsdlction withj.n the current year.

(3) The board of educaLion nay requlre a birth certificate prior Lo
enLrance of a child into the beginner grade and shall require evidence of a
physical examination by a qrraH.fif,d ptry*+e*m physician. phvsician assisLanL.
or nurse practitioner within six nonLhs prior Lo Lhe entrance of a child inLo
lhe beginner grade and Lhe seventh grade or, ln the case of a transfer from
ouL of sLaLe, Lo any oLher grade of the local school/ except that no such
physical examinati-on shall be required of any child whose parenL or guardian
objects in writing. The cosL of such physical. exaninaLion shalL be borne by
Lhe parent or guardian of each child who is examined.

(4) Any board of educaLion in iLs discretion may (a) establish and
financially supporL progrars / including programs providing
before-and-afler-school or preschool services, Lo which aLLendance shall be
volunLary and whj.ch Uhe board may deem beneficial to Lhe educaLion of
prekindergarten or school-age chil.dren and (b) provlde or financially support
Lransportation for children to, from, or to and from early childhood prograns
as defined in section 71-1910. The board nay charge a fee, noL Lo exceed thc
acLual cost, for providing such programs and servicei buL may waive such fee
on Lhe basis of need. This section shall- not be construed to allow any school
disLrict Lo fail to meeL its responsibiliLies under the Special Education AcL.

Sec. 2. Section 79-444.06, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, is
amended to read:'79-444.06. Immunization shalI noL be required for a sLudenlrs
enrollment in any schoof in Lhis staLe if he or she submiLs Lo the admiLLing
official eiLher of Lhe following:

(l) A sLaLemenL signed by a
pracLj.Lioner etrysici.an :Li€ensed urrd# th! tili+oril Licei+illg Lan sLating LhaL,
j.n Lhe phlPsi€,irrrs heaLth care provider's opinion, the inmunizaLions requlred
?rould be injurious Lo the health and well-bei.ng of the studenL or any member
of Lhe sLudenLrs famity or householdi or

(2) An affidavit sj-gned by Lhe sLudenL or, j.f he or she is a ninor,
by a legally authorized represenLative of Lhe sLudenL, slalj.ng thaL the
immunj.zalion conflicts wiLh the EeneLs and pracLj.ce of a recognrzed religious
denoninaLion of !{hich Lhe sludenL is an adherenL or member or LhaL
immunizaLion conflicLs wiLh Lhe personal and si.ncerely followed religious
beliefs of Lhe sLudenL.

sec. 3. original secLions 79-444 and 79-444.06, Reissue Revised
SLaLuLes of Nebraska, are repealed.

Sec. 4. Since an emergency exisLs, lhj"s acL Lakes effecL when
passed and approved according to law.
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