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LEGISLATIVE BILL 683
Approved by the Governor April 4, 1994

Introduced by Warner, 25

AN ACT relating to postsecondary education; to amend sections 85-931, 85-968,
B85-970, and 85-1002, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943,
sections 85-180.14, 85-401, 85-402, 85-403, 85-404, 85-408, 85-937,
85-963, 85-969, 85-974, 85-975, 85-976, 85-979, 85-1005, 85-1008,
85-1402, 85-1405, 85-1409, 85-1414, 85-1415, 85-1419, and 85-1420,
Revised Statutes Supplement, 1992, and sections 85-966, 85-1412,
85-1413, and 85-1416, Revised Statutes Supplement, 1993; to change
provisions relating to the review and approval of certain projects
and programs by and to provide: additional powers and duties for the
Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education; to add general
architecture as a graduate degree program; to change provisions
relating to transfer programs; to require a request of an
appropriation as prescribed; to change and eliminate provisions
relating to the Nebraska Safety Center Advisory Council; to redefine
terms; to change provisions relating to the comprehensive statewide
plan and budget and state aid requests; to provide limitations on
changes of role and mission as prescribed; to change, transfer, and
eliminate provisions relating to an information system; to eliminate
obsolete provisions; to harmonize provisions; to provide duties for
the Revisor of Statutes; and to repeal the original sections, and
also sections 85-1009 to 85-~1013, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, 1943, and sections 85-971, 85-973, 85-977, 85-978, and
85-1417, Revised Statutes Supplement, 1992.

Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,

Section 1. That section 85-180.14, Revised Statutes Supplement,
1992, be amended to read as follows:
85-180.14. The Board of Regents may construct and operate such

facilities as shall be approved by the Coordinating Commission for
Postsecondary Education pursuant to sections 85-1413 and 85-1414 and funded by
the Legislature and may employ necessary faculty and staff to provide the
clinical training of students in the cooperative veterinary medicine program
pursuant to subdivisien +{3) ef section 85-180.13. Proposed capital
construction proiects for veterinary medical facilitjes shall be reviewed.
monitored. and _approved or disapproved by the co ssion pursuant to section
85-1414 under the same standards of review applied by the commission to other
capital construction proiects.

Sec. 2. That section 85-401, Revised Statutes Supplement, 1992, be
amended to read as follows:

85-401. Subject to the provisiens ef seetien 85—¥4i5 subsection
(10) of section 85-1414, the Board of Regents of the University of Nebraska
and the Board of Trustees of the Nebraska State Colleges are authorized to
lease to any person, firm, or corporation such portions of the campus of the
respective institutions under their control as may be necessary to be used as
sites for the construction of fireproof buildings for dormitories and for
boarding, housing, and student activity purposes, for athletic structures, and
for parking or as sites for the establishment of parking facilities, and they
may acquire lands adjacent to the campus of any such institution by donation
or purchase with any funds they may have available for that purpose to be
leased as sites for such buildings and facilities. Subject to the previaiens
of such seetien subsection (10) of section 85-1414, the Board of Regents of
the University of Nebraska and the Board of Trustees of the Nebraska State
Colleges may also lease from any person, firm, or corporation an athletic
structure or structures constructed on a site or sites owned by the State of
Nebraska when the person, firm, or corporation has the permission of the
Coordinating Commissien £or Pestsecendary Edueation end of the Legislature to
construct on such site or sites.

The State of Nebraska shall incur no liability by reason of the
exercise of the authority granted in this section to the Board of Regents of
the University of Nebraska and the Board of Trustees of the Nebraska State
Colleges other than is hereinafter specifically set forth. The buildings and
facilities so erected or established shall be used solely for dormitories and
for boarding, housing, and student activity purposes, for athletic structures,
and for parking, as the case may be.

Subject to the previsiens ef sueh seetien subsection (10) of section
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85-1414, the Board of Regents of the University of Nebraska and the Board of
Trustees of the Nebraska State Colleges are hereby authorized to contract with
the owners of the buildings and facilities so erected or established on the
leased grounds or state sites to pay as rental or otherwise for the use of the
buildings and facilities a sum sufficient to pay, on the amortization plan,
the principal and interest thereon of the cost of construction or
establishment of the buildings and facilities, such contracts to run not over
forty vears.

The rate of interest allowed on the cost of construction or
establishment shall be fixed by the Board of Regents of the University of
Nebraska or Board of Trustees of the Nebraska State Colleges, payable annually
or semiannually as may be determined by the Board of Regents of the University
of Nebraska or the Board of Trustees of the Nebraska State Colleges. The
contract shall provide that when the cost of construction or establishment has
been paid, together with interest thereon, the buildings and facilities so
constructed or established shall become the property of the State of Nebraska.

Sec. 3. That section B5-40Z, Revised Statutes Supplement, 1992, be
amended to read as follows:

85-402. Subjest te the provisions of seetiton 85-1415; the The Board
of Regents of the University of Nebraska and the Board of Trustees of the
Nebraska State Colleges are hereby authorized:

(1) To te expend on the amortization plan any part of the rentals on
any and all rooms, dormitories, dining rooms, and housing or student activity
facility buildings or parking buildings or facilities constructed or
established pursuant to section 85-401 and any part of the revenue of any
athletic structure so constructed or established:

(2) In v end in the case of the construction of buildings for
dormitories and for boarding and housing purposes, to expend any part of the
net rentals received from other buildings, theretofore constructed on the same
campus for dormitories and for boarding and housing purposes, connected with
the respective institutions under their control;

(3) In v end in the case of the construction or establishment of
pbuildings or facilities for parking, to expend any part of the net revenue
received from other parking buildings and facilities, including parking
registration fees, theretofore constructed or established on the same campus,
connected with respective institutions under their control, in the payment of
the construction or establishment charges and interest thereon; - and

(4) To ®e pledge on behalf of the respective institutions the net
income from the rentals for the payment of such construction or establishment
charges and interest.

In no case shall the contracts run for a longer period than forty
years, and in no case 15 the Board of Regents of the University of Nebraska or
the Board of Trustees of the Nebraska State Colleges authorized to pledge the
credit of the State of Nebraska for the payment of any sum or sums over and
above the net income derived from the use of the building or buildings or
facility or facilities, except that there may be pledged for the payment of
such contracts any appropriations specifically made for such purposes by the
Legislature.

Sec. 4. That section 85-403, Revised Statutes Supplement, 1992, be
amended to read as follows:

85-403. supplemental to any existing law on the subject, and
subjeet to the provisions of seetien 85~14i5 the Board of Regents of the
University of Nebraskas and the Board of Trustees of the Nebraska State
Colleges, respectively, may construct, purchase, or otherwise acguire,
remodel, repair, furnish, and equip dormitories, residence halls,
single-dwelling or multiple-dwelling units, or other facilities for the
housing and boarding of students, single or married, faculties, or other
employees of the institutions under their control, buildings and structures
for athletic purposes, for student and faculty unions or centers, and for the
medical care and physical development and other activities of the students of
the institutions, and buildings or other facilities for parking on real estate
then owned or controlled by either of such boards or on real estate purchased,
leased, or otherwise acquired for such purposes and pay the cost thereof,
including such real estate, by 1issulng revenue bonds payable solely out of
their revenue other than funds derived from taxation, except that any building
or facility for parking shall be located on or adjacent to campuses controlled
by such boards.

Ronds 1issued under the provisions of sections 85-403 to 85-411 are
not an obligation of the state of Nebraska, and no tax shall ever be levied to
raise funds for the payment thereof or interest thereon. The bonds shall not
constitute a debt of the board issuing the same and shall be paid solely out
of money derived from their revenue and earnings as provided 1in sections
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85-403 to 85-411. If any proceeds from such bonds shall be are available for
investment, such investment shall be by the state investment officer pursuant
to the previasiens ef sections 72-1237 to 72-1276.

Sec. 5. That section 85-404, Revised Statutes Supplement, 1992, be
amended to read as follows:

85-404. Either of the boards referred to in section 85-403 is
hereby specifically authorized and empowered, by resolution or agreement, to
pledge all or any part of the revenue and fees derived from the operation of
the dormitories, residence halls, single-dwelling or multiple-dwelling units,
buildings, 'and facilities for parking and other facilities for housing,
boarding, athletic purposes, medical care, and physical development and other
activities of students, faculties, or employees of such institutions referred
to in section 85-403, or any of them, erected or acguired, or previously
erected or acquired by such board, and contract as to the care, insurance,
management, and operation of such buildings and facilities and the charges to
be made and the rights of the holders of the revenue bonds. When the board
contracts that the operation of any building or facility or part thereof shall
be performed other than by the board itself, the board shall at all times
maintain supervision thereof and control over the fees and charges imposed for
the use thereof.

When such board proposes to pledge all or any part of the revenue
and fees from buildings and facilities other than the building or facility to
be constructed, the plans for such building or facility to be constructed,
including financing plans, shall first be submitted £or approvel +eo reviewed
by the Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education as provided in
section 85-1415 and approyed or disapproved by the Legislature; efEer which
sueh beoard mey proceed with econstructien ef the buildings and faeilities
unitess the commission hes diseppreoved the construction and the hegislature has
not approved the eenstructien by en affirmative yvote of three-fifths of its
members within the time previded im sueh seetien or, if the Legislature is not
in _session, the Executive Board of the Legislative Council as provided in such
section.

Sec. 6. That section 85-408, Revised Statutes Supplement, 1992, be
amended to read as follows:

85-408. The boards are authorized and directed to establish and
maintain such schedule of rates, fees, or charges for the use of the
facilities afforded by the buildings constructed or acquired under sections
85-401 to 85-411 and other facilities controlled by such board, the revenue of
which in whole or in part are is pledged to the holder of the bonds, which
shall be in an amount at least sufficient on the amortization plan to pay the
operating and maintenance charges thereof and the principal and interest
representing the indebtedness against the income and revenue therefrom and may
be sufficient in amount to provide for such bond reserve, replacement, and
surplus funds as the boards in their discretion shall determine. The amounts
in such funds shall be expended for such purposes in connection with the
facilities as the boards shall determine, and any amount in any surplus or
replacement fund and any amounts received through the sale, condemnation, or
destruction of any facilities may be used to construct, repair, or replace any
of the types of facilities described in section 85-403. Any amounts in such
funds are specifically appropriated to the purposes of such funds and shall at
all times be subject to the orders cf the boards accordingly.

Before any single expenditure in excess of one hundred thousand
dollars is made from any such surplus or replacement fund, the board concerned
shall first submit such proposed expenditure to the Coordinating Commission
for Postsecondary Education for review as provided in section 85-1415 and
secure the approval ef the Ceordinating Cemmissien for Pestsecendary Edueatien
and of the Legislature es previded 4n aseektion 85-1415 eand or, if the
Legislature is not in session, then of the Executive Board of the Legislative
Council as provided in such_section.

Sec. 7. That section 85-931, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska,
1943, be amended to read as follows:

85-931. Graduate degree programs shall mean those programs for
which the following degrees are awarded:

(1) First professional degree being the first earned degree in the
following fields: (a) Dentistry; (b) medicine, general; (c) optometry; (d)
osteopathic medicine; (e) pharmacy; (f) podiatry; (g) veterinary medicine; (h)
chiropractic; (i) law, general; eand (j) theology, general; and_ (k)
architecture, general:

(2) Master's degree being the earned degree carrying the title
Master. The master's degree is the first advanced graduate degree conferred
in professional programs and general academic and occupational programs.

Master's degree professional programs include but are not limited
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to: (a) Engineering; (b) education; (c) allied health professions; (d)
nursing; (e) architecture, specialties: (£) community and regional planning;
(g) dentistry; (h) medicine, specialties; (i) optometry; (j) osteopathic
medicine; (k) pharmacy; (1) podiatry; (m) social work; (n) veterinary
medicine; (o) chiropractic; (p) 1law, specialties; and Q) theology,
specialties.

Master's degree programs in general academic and occupational areas
include but are not limited to: (a) Mathematics; (b) languages; (c) biological
and physical sciences; (d) letters; (e) fine arts; (f) social sciences; (9)
agriculture and natural resources; (h) communications; (i) business and
management; (j) computer and information sciences; (k) home economics; and (1)
fine and applied arts; and

(3) Doctoral degree being an earned academic degree conveying the
title of Doctor. Doctoral degrees include but are not limited to: Doctor of
Philosophy; Doctor of Education; and Doctor of Arts.

Sec. B. That section 85-937, Revised Statutes Supplement, 1992, be
amended to read as follows:

85-937. The University of Nebraska shall have sole responsibility
for doctoral degree programs, first professional degree programs, cooperative
agricultural extension programs, and other degree programs and services
specifically provided for by law. The first professional degrees, as defined
by the Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System, offered by the

University of Nebraska shall be medicine, law, dentistry, and pharmacy. In
additign. the University of Nebraska may, With approyal by the Coordinating

Commission for Postsecondary Education. offer a first professional degree _in
architecture.

Sec. 9. That section 85-963, Revised Statutes Supplement, 1992, be
amended to read as follows:

85-963. The community college areas may provide general academic
transfer programs at the following campuses: Southeast Community College Area
at the Fairbury-Beatrice Campus; Central Community College Area at the
Columbus Campus; Metropolitan Community College Area at the Fort Omaha Campus;
Mid-Plains Community College Area at the McCook and North Platte Campuses;
Northeast Community Callege Area at the Norfolk Campus; and Western Community
College Area at the Scottsbluff Campus.

In conjunction with and consistent with its determinations regarding
transfers of credit, admission standards, and remediatien remedial programs
pursuant to section 85-1413, the Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary
Education may authorize any or all of the campuses of community college areas
not listed in this section to also provide general academic transfer progranms.

The delivery of general academic transfer program services shall be
limited to those areas and campuses specifically provided for by this section
or the commission. The community college areas are encouraged to work 1n
cooperation with the University of Nebraska and the state colleges for the
articulation of general academic transfer programs of the six community
college areas.

Sec. 10. That section 85-966, Revised Statutes Supplement, 1993, be
amended to read as follows:

85-966. The Legislature acknowledges the provisions of Article vil,
sections 10, 13, and 14, of the Constitution of Nebraska. The provisions of
sections 85-917 to 85-966 and section 11 of this act reflect the philosophy of
the State of Nebraska and shall be acknowledged as such and implemented by the
Board of Regents of the University of Nebraska, the Board of Trustees of the
Nebraska State Colleges, the board of governors of each community college
area, and the Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education.

Sec. 11. After January 1, 1995, the Legislature shall not change
the role and mission proyisions in this section and sections 85-121.05 and
85-917 to 85-966 unless and until a proposal for such change has first been
reviewed by the Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education and its
recommendations gn such proposal haye been given to the_ Legislature pursuant

to subdivision (2) of section 85-1412, section 85-1414, or otherwise.
Sec. 12. That section 85-1002, Reissue Revised Statutes of

Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as follows:

85-1002. #s used +n For purposes of sections 85-1001 to 8&5-1613
85-1008, unless the context otherwise requires._center =

{3y €enter shall mean the Nebraska Safety Center created under
section 85-1003. + end

{2} Eouneil shall meen the Nebraska Sefety Eenter hdvisery Eounexl
created under section 85-1068~

Sec. 13. That section 85-1005, Revised Statutes Supplement, 1992,
be amended to read as follows:

85-1005. (1) The Board of Regents of the University of Nebraska may
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accept and administer, in accordance with proper financial procedures at the
University of Nebraska at Kearney, gifts, grants, tuition, and private funds
to assist in the operation of the center.

(2) The hegisiature shall apprepriate Board of Regents of the
University of Nebraska shall request an appropriation of such money from the
General Fund as may be necessary to permit the center to operate efficiently
and to promote the purposes of sections 85-1001 to 85-1613 85-1008.

Sec. 14. That section 85-1008, Revised Statutes Supplement, 1992,
be amended to read as follows:

85-1008. (1) To assist the center in carrying out its purposes and
functions, there is hereby ereated the the Board of Regents may establish a
Nebraska Safety Center Advisory Council composed of the following members:
appeinted by the Geverner with the consent ef the hegislature-

(a) One representative from the Department of Roads;

(b) One representative from the Department of Motor Vehicles;

(c) One representative from the State Department of Education;

(d) One representative from the Game and Parks Commission;

(e) One representative from the Department of Labor;

(f) One person representing the community college areas;

(g) One person representing private business and industry:

(h) One person representing the University of Nebraska;

(i) One person representing the medical profession;

(j) One person representing the area of law enforcement in this

state;

(k) One person representing the Safety Council of Nebraska, Inc.;

(1) One person representing the area of transportation;

(m) One person representative of emergency medical services;

(n) One person representing the judiciary in the State of Nebraska;

(0) One person representing city government;

(p) One person representing county government;

(q) One person representing the area of agriculture;

(r) One person representing the local public school system;

(s) One representative of the Coordinating Commission for
Postsecondary Education;

(t) One person representing the Red Cross; and

(u) One person representing the state colleges.

(2) Representatives selected to serve on the council shall have
appropriate education, training, and experience in the field of industrial
safety, recreational safety, domestic safety, or traffic safety.

Sec. 15. That section 85-1402, Revised Statutes Supplement, 1992,
be amended to read as follows:

85-1402. For purposes of the Coordinating Commission for
Postsecondary Education Act:

(1)(a)_ Capital construction project shall mean a proiject which
utilizes tax funds designated by the Legislature and shall be: Any proposed
new_ capital structure; any proposed addition to, renovation of, or remodeling
of a capital structure; any proposed acquisition of a capital structure by
gift, purchase, lease-purchase, or other means of construction or acquisition
that (i) will be directly financed in whole or in part with tax funds
designated by the Legislature totaling at least the minimum capital
expenditure for purposes of this subdivision or (ii) is likely, as determined
by the institution, to result in an incremental increase in appropriation or
expenditure of tax funds designated by the Legislature of at least the minimum
capital expenditure for the facility's operations and maintenance costs in any
one fiscal year within a period of ten years from the date of substantial
completion of the project. No tax funds designated by the Legislature shall
be appropriated or expended for any incremental increase of more than the
minimum_capital expenditure for the costs of the operations and utilities of
any facility which is not included in the definition of capital construction
project and thus is not subiject to commission approval pursuant to the
Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education Act. No institution shall
include a request for funding such an increase in its budget reguest for tax
funds designated by the Legislature nor shall any institution utilize any such
funds for such an increase. The Goyernor shall not include in his or her
budget recommendations, and the Legislature shall not appropriate, such funds
for such_increase.

(b) For purposes of this subdivision:

(i) Darectly financed shall mean funded by:

(A)_Appropriation of tax funds designated by the Legislature for the
specific capital construction project:

(B) Property tax levies used to establish a capital improvement and

bond_sinking fund purspant to section 85-1515; or
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(L)_That portion of tax funds designated by the Legislature and
appropriated by the Legislature for the general operation of the public
institution and utilized to fund the capital project;

(ii) Incremental increasg shall mean an ingcrease in appropriation or
expenditure of tax funds desiagnated by the Legislature of at least the minimum
capital expenditure for a facility's operations and maintenance costs, beyond
any increase due to inflation, “to pay for a capital structure's operations and

maintenance costs that are a direct result of a capital construction project:
and

(iii) Minimum_capital expenditure shall mean:

(A)_Eor purposes of subdivision (a)(i) of this subdivision a__base
amount_of two hundred thousand dollars; and

(B) _For the facility's operations and maintenance costs pursuant to
subdivision (a)(ii) of this subdivision, a_ base amount of fifty thousand
dollars for any one fiscal year.

Roth base amounts shall be subject to any_inflationary or market
adjustments made by the commission pursuant to this subdivision. e
commission shall adjust the base amounts on_a_biennial basis begipning January
1, 1986, The adijustments shall be based on percentage changes 1n a
construction cost index ang_any_gghgn_pub;i§hgg_inggx_tg;gygpg__gg__gperatiogg
and utilities costs. both as selected by the co commission in cooperation with
the_public institutions. The index or indices shall reflect inflatjonary or
market trends for the anplicable operations and _maintenange or construction
costs: €apitel conatruetien preject shall meanh every prepesed new capital
skrueture; additien to or renevatien er remedeling of an existing eapitat
gkrueture; lease-purchease agreement fer & cepitel atructure; or other
construction eentract for e eapital strueture; the total cest of any of whieh
&y is five hundred thousand dollars or mere or {b) is less than five hundred
theusand and the commissien determines that it 43 of a type that

g e = ito

sheuld be reviewed and approved by the commissien in erder to earry eut
under the aetr In determining the types of whieh sheuld be
reviewed and under subdivisien by eof this subdivisien; the
may by rule and reguimtion either determine types of such
prejects should be te review and spprovel er determine which types eof
such projects should net be subjeet ke review and spprevals The eriterias in
the rules and regulebiens shall be based on serving the ef ecemmissien
review of projeets 3 tau funds designated by the hegisimture that could
ether } {ii) confliet with the statewide

7
facilities pian, er (iii) otherwise cenfiiet with the eemprehenaive stakewide

(2) Commission shall mean the Coordinating Commission for
Postsecondary Education;

(3) Education center shall mean an off-campus pbranch of a public
institution or cooperative of either public or public and private
postsecondary educational institutions which offers instructional programs to
students;

(4) Governing board shall mean the Board of Regents of the
University of Nebraska, the Board of Trustees of the Nebraska State Colleges,
or the board of governors for each community college area;

(5) Program shall mean any program of instruction which leads
directly to a degree, diploma, or certificate and, for purposes of section
85-1414, shall include public service programs and all off-campus
instructional programs, whether or not such programs lead directly to a
degree, diploma, or certificate. Program shall also include the establishment
of any new college, school, major division, education center, or institute but
shall not include reasonable and moderate extensions of existing curricula
which have a direct relationship to existing programs;

(6) Public institution shall mean each campus of a public
postsecondary educational institution which is or may be established by the
Legislature, which is under the direction of a governing board, and which 1s
administered as a separate unit by the board; and

(7) Tax funds designated by the Legislature shall mean all state tax
revenue and all property tax revenue.

Sec. 16. That section 85-1405, Revised Statutes Supplement, 1992,
be amended to read as follows:

85-1405. The commission shall consist of eleven members who shall
be appointed by the Governor with the approval of a majority of the
Legislature. One member shall be chosen from each of the six Supreme Court
judicial districts. Five members shall be chosen on a statewide basis. The

term of each member shall be six years or until a successor is gqualified and

takes office, except that of the members initially appointed, two statewide

members and the members appointed from districts 1 and 2 shall serve for terms
_6_
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of two vyears and two statewide members and the members appointed from
districts 3 and 4 shall serve for terms of four years. Members shall be
residents of the state or district from which appointed, and no member or any
member of his or her immediate family shall be employed by or be a member of a
governing board or of a governing body of an lndependent or private university
or college. The initiel appeointments te the eemmissien shall be made net
imter than danuary 15 1592+

Sec. 17. That section 85-1409, Revised Statutes Supplement, 1992,
be amended to read as follows:

85-1409. (1) The members of the commission shall annually elect a
chairperson and vice-chairperson from among thelr members, - execept that the
Governer shall designate the cheirpersen until the commission first convenes

end mnemes a suceessor—

(2) The commission shall hold regular meetings at times specified in
its rules and regulations. Special or additional meetings may be held on the
call of the chairperson or upon the call of at least three members. A
majority of the members shall constitute a quorum at all meetings. Commission
action on any item shall require a majority of those present at meetings in
which there 1is a quorum, except that adoption of the comprehensive statewide
plan, or any changes or alternatives thereto, required by section 85-1413 and
approval of a new program or disapproval of an existing program pursuant to
section B5-1414 shall require the concurrence of a majority of the members.

Sec. 18. That section 85-1412, Revised Statutes Supplement, 1993,
be amended to read as follows:

85-1412. The commission shall have the following additional powers
and duties:

(1) Conduct surveys and studies it finds appropriate for the
purposes of the Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education Act and
request information from governing boards and appropriate administrators of
public institutions and other governmental agencies for research projects.
aAll public institutions and governmental agencies receiving state funds shall
comply with reasonable requests for information under this subdivision;

(2) Recommend to the Legislature and the Governor legislation it
deems necessary or appropriate to improve postsecondary education in Nebraska
and__any other legislation it deems appropriate to change the role and mission
provisions in sections 85-121.05 and 85-917 to 85-966 and section 11 of this
act:

(3) Establish any advisory committees it finds will assist the
commission in facilitating the performance of its duties or in soliciting
input from affected parties such as students, faculty, governing boards,
administrators of the public institutions, administrators of the private
nonprofit institutions of postsecondary education and proprietary institutions
in the state, and community and business leaders;

(4) Participate in or designate an employee or employees to
participate in any committee which may be created to prepare a coordinated
plan for the delivery of educational programs and services in Nebraska through
the telecommunications system;

(5) Seek a close liaison with the State Board of Education and the
State Department of Education in recognition of the need for close
coordination of activities between elementary and secondary education and
postsecondary education;

(6) Administer the Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System or
other information system or systems to provide the commission with timely,
comprehensive, and wmeaningful information pertinent to the exercise of its
duties. The information system shall be designed to provide comparable data
on each public institution. The commission shall also administer the uniform
information system prescribed in sections 85-968 te 85-979 25 to 31 of this
act known as the Nebraska Educational Data System. +f sueh responsibility is
transferred te the essmmissisn pursuant te gseetien 85-973- Public institutions
shall supply the appropriate data for the information system or systems
required by the commission;

(7) Administer the State Scholarship Award Program Act, and the
Scholarship Assistance Program Act.__and_ the Postsecondary Education Award
Program Act:

(8) Accept and administer loans, grants, and programs from the
federal or state government and from other sources, public and private, for
carrying out any of its functions. Such 1loans and grants shall not be
expended for any other purposes than those for which the loans and grants were
provided. The commission shall determine eligibility for such loans, grants,
and programs, and such loans and grants shall not be expended unless approved
by the Governor;

(9) Make recommendations to the State Board of Education with regard
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to granting permits for the operation of correspondence schools, privately
owned business or trade schools, or other educational institutions under the
Private Postsecondary Career School Act whenever any correspondence school,
business school, or vocational school offers any course which 1s intended to
lead to the granting of an associate degree, diploma, or certificate or any
course which gqualifies for college credit: = By danuary I 1004~ the
eommissien shatl study and repert to the cheirpersens of the Edueation
Cemmittee and the Appropriatiens Cemmittee eof the hegislature its
recommendations on transferring to the commission the responsibilities of the
State Beard of Education under the Private Postaceondary Career Scheel Aet and
the respensibilities ef any other state ageney which iicenses er regulates
mostaccondery edueation cedrses;

(10) Pursuant to sections 85-1101 to 85-1104, authorize out-of-state
institutions of higher or postsecondary education to offer courses or degree
programs in this state;

(11) On or before October 1, 1994, and on or before October 1 every
two vears thereafter, submit to the Legislature and the Governor a report of
its objectives and activities and the implementation of any recommendations of
the commission for the preceding two calendar years;

(12) Allocate state incentive funds among the public institutions
pursuant to any directives to the commission in the law providing for or
authorizing such funds;

(13) Provide staff support for interstate compacts on postsecondary
education; and

(14) Reguest inclusion of the commission in any existing grant
review process and information system.

Sec. 19. That section 85-1413, Revised Statutes Supplement, 1992,
be amended to read as follows:

85-1413. (1) Pursuant to the authority granted in Article VIT,
section 14, of the Constitution of Nebraska and the Coordinating Commission
for Postsecondary Education Act, the commission shall establish and revise as
needed a comprehensive statewide plan for postsecondary education which shall
include (a) role and mission statements for each public institution within any
neneral assignments of role prescribed in sections 85-121.05 and 85-917 to
85-966 and (b) a plan for facilities which wee utilize tax funds designated by
the Legislature.

(2) ¢compietion of the initial eomprehensive statewide pian shall be
the first prierity ef the eommissieny and the plan shall be completed by Juty
15 3992- The planning process of the commission shall be policy-based and
ongoing in order to achieve the best possible use of available state resources
for high quality and accessible postsecondary educational services.

(3) In establishing the plan, the commlssion shall assess the
postsecondary educational needs of the state in the followlng areas:

(a) The basic and continuing needs of various age groups;

(b) Business and industrial needs for a skilled work force;

(c) Demographic, social, and economic trends;

(d) The needs of the ethnic populations;

(e) College attendance, retention, and dropout rates;

(£) The needs of recent high school graduates and place-bound
adults;

(g) The needs of residents of all geographic regions; and

(h) Any other areas the commission may designate.

(4) The plan shall provide a structure or process which encourages
and facilitates harmonious and cooperative relationships between public and
private postsecondary educational institutions and shall recognize the role
and relationship of elementary and secondary education and private
postsecondary educational institutions in the state to postsecondary
education.

(5) The commission shall incorporate into the plan provisions and
policies to guide decisionmaking by the commission pursuant to this section
and sections 85-1414 and 85-1415. The provisions and policies shall address
issues which include, but are not limited to:

(a) The establishment and maintenenee facilitation of & statewide
transfer-of-credit petiey quidelines to be cggsidgreg__by__inspitu;iona1
anverning boards. Fhe publie institutzens shall provide support and otaff
reseurces a9 necessary to assist in develeping and meintaining auch a peiiey+
The statewide transfer-of-credit peltey guidelines shall be designed to
facilitate the transfer of students among public institutions. The statewiae
transfer-of-credit peliey quidelines shall not regquire nor encourage the
standardization of course content and shall not prescribe course content or
credit value assigned by any public institution to the courses;

(b) Admission standards. The commission shall establish peolieies
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whieh develop general guidelines for admissions which recognize selective and
differentiated admission standards at public institutions and which are
consistent with the role and mission of each public institution. It is the
intent of the Legislature that changes in admission standards be implemented
in conjunction with the role and mission statements established pursuant to
this section and sections 85-121.05 and 85-917 to 85-966 and the adoption of
statewide transfer-of-credit and remediatien remedial program policies to
assure that access to postsecondary education is not limited;

(c) Enrollment pelieies guidelines. The commission shall establish
enrollment guidelines pelieies consistent with the role and mission of each
public institution and shall make specific recommendations designed to
increase minerity diversity through more effective enrollment and retention at
public institutions;

(d) Tuition and fees. The commission shall develop guidelines for
rational and equitable statewide tuition rates and fees for public
institutions. The commission shall also identify public policy issues
relating to_ tuition and fees of the public postsecondary _educational
institutions in the state. The gu1delines shall take into account the role
and mission of each public institution and the need to maximize access to
public postsecondary education regardless of a student's financial
circumstance;

(e) Remediatien Remedial programs. In conjunction with and
consistent with its pelietes guidelines on admission standards, the commission
shall develop guidelines which place the primary emphasis at the community
college level for postsecondary education remedial programs and reduce the
role of the university University of Nebraska in offering remedial programs.
The commission shall collaborate with the Commissioner of Education to develop
recommendations for secondary schools designed to reduce the need for
remediation remedial or developmental programs at the postsecondary level;

(f) Geographic and programmatic service areas. The commission shall
define, after consultation with the governing bcards, the geographic and
programmatic service areas for each public institution consistent with role
and mission assignments. Except as permitted by the commission pursuant to
section 85-1414, after July 1, 1992, no public institution shall provide
programs at any site outside its a551gned geographic and programmatic service
area unless eapproved permitted under rules and regulations adpopted and
promulgated by the commission;

(g) Institutional peer group. The commission shall, after
consultation with the governing boards and experts from outside the State of
Nebraska, establish a peer group or groups for each public institution for
purposes of budget review. In fulfilling this charge. the commission may
accept a peer group determined by a governing board in consultation with
out-of-state experts:;

(h) Telecommunications. The plan shall address and facilitate the
appropriate use of telecommunications to aid in the delivery of instruction at
the postsecondary level. In cooperation with the Nebraska Educational

Telecommunications Commission, other state agencies, and, when appropriate,
representatives of elementary and secondary public education, the commission
aha}t guide may _assist in the development of instructional delivery systems
employing telecommunications. The commission, with the involvement of
faculties, public institutions and private postsecondary educational
institutions, and the telecommunications community, shall establish policies
to ensure that the objectives of gquality and efficiency are met in the
delivery of telecommunications-aided instruction;

(i) Economic development. The commission shall, in cooperation with
Nebraska businesses, governing boards, and the Department of Economic
Development, develtep assist in the development of strategies and plans for
involvement of postsecondary education in the economic development of the
state. The commission and the cooperating entities shall explore methods to
improve the competitive quality of the work force and shall encourage enhanced
communications and partnerships between public institutions and business and
industry;

(j) Public service activities. The public institutions shall
develop and provide to the commission a comprehensive inventory of public
service programs and activities of public institutions; and

(k) Financial aid strategy. The commission shall develop a state
strateqy for state-supported student financial aid programs with the goal of
assuring access to and choice in postsecondary education in Nebraska for
Nebraska residents within the limits of available state resources.

(6) The commission shall develop a unified statewide facilities plan
with the assistance of the public 1institutions and update the plan
periodically.
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Sec. 20. That section 85-1414, Revised Statutes Supplement, 1992,
be amended to read as follows:

85-1414. (1) Pursuant to the authority granted in Article VII,
section 14, of the Constitution of Nebraska and the Coordinating Commission
for Postsecondary Education Act, the commission shall establish an ongoing
process to review, monitor, and approve or disapprove the new and existing
programs of public institutions and proposed capital construction projects
which uwse utilize tax funds designated by the Legislature in order to provide
compliance and consistency with the comprehensive statewide plan and to
prevent unnecessary duplication.

(2)(a) Governing boards shall submit to the commission all proposals
for any new program after the governing board has approved the program and
prior to implementation of the program. The Exggg;_fgq_Q:gggam&_ﬁygmitggﬂ_ﬁgz
conditional approval by the commission pursuant, to subdiyision (b) of this
subsection, the commission shall have one hundred twenty days from the date
the program was submitted to disapprove a program or it shall stand approved.
The commission shall establish a waiver process for specific, short-term job
training programs and short-term public service programs as defined by the
commission. New programs submitted for review may be approved or disapproved
in whole or in part and with or without recommended modifications based on
criteria established pursuant to subsection (7) of this section.

(b) After approval of the proaram by the goyerning bgard, the
governing board may submit a proposal for a program wyhich is not authorized by
the role and mission provisions of sections 85-121.05 and 85-917 to 85-966 to

the cggm}sﬁign_{gr_ggndi;ignal_gpprgxali__Wi;hin six months from 1its receipt
of the proposal the commission shall report to the Legislature its

recommendation_in_support for or oppgsition to the amendments tc the role and
mission statutes that would be necessary for the commission to approve the
proaram_and for the institution to offer the program. The time period for

submission_of the report may_be_extended for up to six months by resolution of
the commission which shall show_good cause why the extent of review reguired
for this particular proposal necessitates an extension of time to complete the
review. Such extension shall be filed with the chajirperson of the FEducation
Committee of thg__ngig;ature__ggigr__;q__;hg__ggg1ration of the ipitial six
months. The report shall contain supporting rationale for the commission's
position, such additional comments as the commission deems appropriate and, in
the event the commission supporis the amendments to the role and mission
statutes, the commission's specific rgcgmmendation_3§__gg__§hg__£g£m__g£__§ggn
amendments . Failure to timely file a report or resolution of extension with
the Legislature shall be deemed to be_disapproval of the proposed program _and
opposition by the commission to the amendments to the role and_mlssion
statutes the program would require. If the report indicates support for the
necessary__amendments to the role and m ssion_statutes, the report shall also
constitute the commission's conditional approval of the program, unless the
report specifically indigate

s disapproval of the program. If _the necessary
amendments to the role and mission statutes supported by the commission in_1ts
report to the Legislature are subsequently enacted by the Legislature, the
program__shall stand approved unless the comm ission's conditional approval s
rescinded prior to the implementation of the program. Nothing in thas ion
for conditional approval shall be construed to affect the commission’'s future
consideration of such proposal or approval or disapproval of any programs
affected by the proposal.

(3) a3¥ Following approval of a new program, such program_ shall De
added__to the schedule of existing programs to be reviewed by the commission.

Eollowing consultation with the governing board, new programs approved by the
commission shetl may also be required to meet, within a reasonable time as
stipulated by the commission, meet minimum performance standards established
by the commission pursuant to its rules and regulations. If a program fails
to weet minimum performance standards, the commission shall review the program
and may continue or withdraw its approval for the program.

(4) Existing programs shall be reviewed by the commission pursuant
to a program review process established by the commission. Yntxr: Ehe
commissien esteblishes and begins implementatien ef such preeess or untit Judy
1+ 1993; whichever eccurs €irst> the cemmissien shatl administer seetions
85-9-183 te 85-9+189r To the extent possible while still allowing for timely
review by the commission, program review shall coincide with institutional
review and accreditation cycles. In_ reviewing existing programs the
commission may make use O __nggggpﬁiggnpig;__;pfprmat1gn__ggg__pgnplus1op§
provided by agg;pgigati(m__pnpgg;gps__sgpglied_ ;o__phe_“ggmm}ss;gp__by__gng
institutions. All programs in existence prior to January 1, 1992, shall be
considered approved until the approval is confirmed or withdrawn by the
commission pursuant to the program review process conducted by the commission.
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(5) Existing programs which do not meet criteria established by the
commission pursuant to subsection (7) of this section shall be targeted for
indepth review by the public institutions and their governing boards. In
performing such _indepth review. institutions may make use of information and
conclusions provided by accreditation and other established and onaoing
academic review processes rather than providing for a separate review process.
Programs continued by the governing boards shall be further monitored by the
governing board which shall report the status and process of the monitoring to
the commission. If the commission determines that a program does not meet
suweh eriteria merit continuation, it shall hold a public hearing, following
thirty days' notice to the public institution, to consider if the program
should be continued. Following the hearing, the commission shall take action
to approve or disapprove continuance of the program.

(6) Existing programs disapproved for continuance by the commission
shall be terminated by a public institution when all students in the program
on the date of the decision of the commission to disapprove continuance of the
program have had a reasonable opportunity, as determined by the commission, to
complete the program. Existing public service programs disapproved for
continuance by the commission shall be terminated at the end of the fiscal
year in which the decision to disapprove is made.

(7) The commission shall establish criteria for the review,
monitoring, and approval or disapproval of programs. The criteria shall be
designed to (a) premete quality and effeetiveness of preograms assure that the
gaverning__boards promote the guality and effectiveness of programs resulting
in the viability of such programs., (b) meet educational needs, and (c) assure
efficiency and avoid unnecessary duplication. Criteria shall include:

(i) Centrality to the role and mission of the public institution;

(ii) Consistency with the comprehensive statewide plan;

(iii) ebjeetive evidenee Evidence of need and demand including. when

data and gualitative information; and

(iv) Adequacy of resources to support the program.

The criteria shall not infringe on the prerogative of the governing
boards to make decisions on the quality of staff and the design of curriculum.
and indieeators of program qualitys

(8) The commission shall develop specific criteria for review,
monitoring, and approval or disapproval of participation by any public
institution in proposed or existing education centers in addition to the
criteria specified in this section. Participation by a public institution in
an education center shall also be approved by the governing board of such
public institution. The commission shall develop policies and procedures for
conducting and approving off-campus programming in an education center. Any
education center developed and established on or after November 6, 1990,
except for any program for which funds have been specifically earmarked by the
Legislature for FY1990-91, shall be deemed disapproved until approved as a new
program by the commission. The inttial review feollewed by appreveal er

: ef eall education centers established after such date and before
danuary 17 19927 shall be compieted by June 367 1992+

(9) Each public institution shall submit an institutional facilities
plan to the commission subject to commission guidelines for the format and

content of such plans. The commission shall review each institutional
facilities plan to ensure (a) consistency with the comprehensive statewide
plan, statewide facilities plan, and institutional role and mission

assignments and (b) identification of unnecessary duplication of facilities.
The commission may recommend modifications to the institutional facilities
plans and may require submission of periodic updates of the institutional
facilities plans.

(10) Governing boards shall submit all proposed capital construction
projects te be financed and operated with which utilize tax funds designated
by the Legislature to the commission for review and approval or disapproval.
The commission shall review, monitor, and approve or disapprove each such
capital construction project based on to provide compliance and consistency
with the statewide facilities plan; and the comprehensive statewide plan; and
eany ether criteria for review of eapital eenstruetien projects estabiished by
the ecommission eensistent with the Coerdinsting Cemmissien fer Peatsecondary
Fducation ket to prevent unnecessary duplication of capital facilities. The
commission may disapproye a proiect only on_the basis of a finding by the
commission that the project (a) does not comply or is inconsistent with o) o
more provisions of the statewide facilities plan or aother relevant provisions
of the comprehensive statewide plan or (b) will result in unnecessary
duplication of capital facilities. All capital construction projects in
existence or receiving appropriations prior to January 1, 1992, shall be
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deemed approved.

(11) In fulfilling its program and project approval activities
prescribed in this section, the commission shall recognize educational
activities among all segments of postsecondary education and take into account
the educational programs, facilities, and other resources of both public and
independent and private postsecondary educational institutions.

(12) Any program which is authorized by action of the Legislature or
a governing board and which is not in existence prior to January 1, 1992,
shall not become operative unless and until such program has been approved by
the commission pursuant to this section.

Sec. 21. That section 85-1415, Revised Statutes Supplement, 1992,
be amended to read as follows:

85-1415. Consistent with the authority granted to the Legislature
pursuant to Article XIII, section 1, of the Constitution of Nebraska, the
commission shall review end epprove or disappreve all capital construction
projects proposed by the Board of Regents of the University of Nebraska and
the Board of Trustees of the Nebraska State Colleges pursuant to sections

85-46+ to B5-41t 85-404 and 85-408. such boards shall submit all such
projects to the commission for review. Within sixty days from the date of
submission of a proposed project, the end apprevel eor disapprevai- Fhe

commission shall take action by recommending_ that the Legislature or the
Executive Board of the Legislatiye Council ei either approve or _disapprove the
proiject. en prejeets within ninety days from the date thet sueh projects are
submitted fer reviewr Following such action by the commission, prejects
requiring legislative approval under seetions 85-404 snd 85-408 each such
proposed proiject together with the commission's recommendation of approval or
disapproval shall be submitted by the board concerned to the Legislature or,
as applicable under seetien sections 85-404 and 85-408, to the Executive Board
of the Legislative Council. The Legislature or, as applicable under seetien
sections _85-404 and 85-408, the Executive Board of the Legislative Council
shall thereafter take action to approve or disapprove the proposed project.
en propesed projeets within sixty days frem the dete suech projeets are
submitted for legislative reviews Frejects disapproved by the commission
shall stand disapproved unless the hegistature; by an affirmative vete ef
three—fifths of its members; appreves the projectsr All projects authorized
prior to January 1, 1992, shall be deemed approved.

Sec. 22. That section 85-1416, Revised Statutes Supplement, 1993,
be amended to read as follows:

85-1416. (1) Pursuant to the authority granted 1n Article VII,
section 14, of the Constitution of Nebraska and the Coordinating Commission
for Postsecondary Education Act, the commission shall review and modify, if
needed to promote compliance and consistency with the comprehensive statewide
plan and prevent unnecessary duplication, the budget requests of the governing
boards.

(2)(a) At least thirty days prior to submitting to the Governor
their biennial budget requests pursuant to section 81-1113 and any major
deficit appropriation requests pursuant to instructions of the Department of
Administrative Services, the Board of Regents of the University of Nebraska
and the Board of Trustees of the Nebraska State Colleges shall each submit to
the commission an outline of its proposed operating budget. with such
neeessary supperting infermatien as may be required by the commissien; The
outline of its _Dropqsgd__ppe:a;ing__bgggg;_g:_ggglipg_gﬁ_p;ppqspd_s;g;p_a;g
request shall include those information summaries proyvided to the
institution's governing board des ibing_;hg_:g;ggg;iyg_;ngLiLgLipnlg_bgqget
for the next fiscal vear or biennium. The o cutline shall contain projections
of funds necessary for (i) the retention of current programs and_services at
current funding_levels. (ii)_ﬁny__inflationarz__ggg;;__ﬂgggggg;y__;g__ma1ntaLn
;urren;__p:ggggm§__gng_gg:yiggs_at_ghe_;urrgnt_nrpgrammatig_pr_;g:yigg_lgyelil
ggd_Liii)wpnppogpﬂ_new_and_exganded_pngg;amg_gng_sggyices#__ln_gggj;;gp to the
gg;;iggJ_ggninsti;u;;gp_may_proqide_;o_;hg__gpmmissipp__anl_J;ghg;__§nggp5;ng
information at the request of the commission or otherwise to identify the

major components necessary for the commission to determine the public
institution's compliance and consistency with the comprehensive statewide plan
and the existence of any unnecessary duplication.

(b) At lesst thirty deys prier to submitting £heitr bienniail budget
requests for state aid pursuant to seekiens 85~1636 and 85-1537 On _September
15 of each biennial budget reguest vear, the boards of governors of the
community colleges or their designated representatives shall submit their
requests fer state eid to the commission outlines of their proposed state aid
requests pursuant to sections 85-1536 and 85-1537.

(c) The commission shall analyze institutional budget priorities 1in
light of the comprehensive statewide plan, role and mission assignments, and
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the goal of prevention of unnecessary duplication. The commission enrd shall
submit to the Governor and Legislature by September October 15 of each year
recommendations for approval or modification of each budget request together
with a rationale for each such recommendation. The analysis__and
recommendations by the commission shall focus on budget reguests for new and
expanded programs _and _seryvices and major statewide funding issues or
initiatives as identified in the comprehensive statew1de plan. Lf W¥an
institution does not comply with the commission 's request pursuant to

sUblelSlOn {a) of this subsection for additional budget information, the
commission _may so _note the refusal and | its speci information_request in its
report of budget recommendations. The commission shall also provide to the
Goyernor and the Appropriations Committee of the Legislature on__or before
October 1 of each even-numbered year a report identifying public policy issues
relatlgg__;g__gxudent tuition and fees, including the appropriate relative
differentials of tuition and fee levels between the sectors of public
postsecondary education in_ the state consistent with the comprehensive
statewide plan. The ecemmissien shall alse atudy and receommend to the Gevernor
and the Appropriations €ommittee of the hegisiature en eor before Oeteber 1 eof
esch even-numbered year after 100} appropriate levels ef atudent tuitien fer
each publie institution in the state eonsistent with the comprehenaive
statevwide pien-

(3) At least thirty days prior to submitting to the Governor their
biennial budget requests pursuant to section 81-1113 and any major deficit
appropriation requests pursuant to instructions of the Department of
Administrative Services, the Board of Regents of the University of Nebraska
and the Board of Trustees of the Nebraska State Colleges shall each submit to
the commission information the commission deems necessary redarding each
board's capital construction budget requests. The conmission shall review the
capital construction budget reguest information and may recommend to the
Governor and the Legislature modification, approval, or disapproval of such
requests consistent with the statewide facilities plan and any project
approval determined pursuant to subsection (10) of section 85-1414 and to
section 85-1415. The commission shall develop from a statewide perspective a
unified prioritization of individual capital construction budget requests for
which it has recommended approval and submit such prioritization to the

Governor and the Legislature for their consideration. In establishing its
prioritized 1list the commission may consider and respond to the priority

order established by the Board of Redents or the Board of Trustees in their
respective capital cc constructlon budget requests.

(4) Nothing in this section shall be construed to affect other
constitutional, statutory, or administrative requirements for the submission
of budget or state aid requests by the governing boards to the Governor and
the Legislature.

Sec. 23. That section 85-1419, Revised Statutes Supplement, 1992,
be amended to read as follows:

85-1419. There is hereby created the Coordinating Commission for
Postsecondary Education Cash Fund. The fund shall contain money received from
application fees from out-of-state institutions of higher and postsecondary
education seeking authorization to offer courses and programs in the State of
Nebraska and from private colleges seeking provisional accreditation and money
received by the commission for services rendered incident to the
administration of its statutory or contractual functions. The fund shall be
expended for the administrative costs of reviewing applications, publishing
and duplicating reports, coordinating studies, conducting conferences, and
other related activities as may be authorized by the Legislature or by
contract. A1l such money received by the commission shall be remitted to the
State Treasurer for credit to the fund. A report on the receipts and
expenditures from the fund shall be included as a part of the operating budget
request submitted to the Legislature and the Governor. Any money in the fund
available for investment shall be invested by the state investment officer
pursuant to sections 72-1237 to 72-1276. Ary meney in the Nebreskes
Ceerdinating Commisaion fer Postsecondary Education €esh Fund end the Nebrashkes
Coerdinating Commisaien for Pestseeendary Eduestien Administrative Cash Fund
on danuary 1 31992 shail be transferrmed £o the Ceordinating E€emmissien fer
Postaecondary Eduecetien €ash Fund en sueh dater

Sec. 24. That section 85-1420, Revised Statutes Supplement, 1992,
be amended to read as follows:

85-1420. There 1is hereby created the Coordinating Commission for
Postsecondary Education Trust Fund. The fund shall serve as a revolving fund
to receive grants from foundations and institutions for specific studies which
are a part of the powers and duties of the commission. The grant money shall
be used only for purposes specified in the grant. A report of the findings of

-13-
384



LB 683 LB 683

any studies done pursuant to the grants shall be included as a part of the
operating budget reguest submitted to the Legislature and the Governor. Any
money in the fund available for investment shall be invested by the state
investment officer pursuant to sections 72-1237 to 72-1276. Any meney in the
Nebraske Coordinating Commissien fer Pestseeendary FEdueatien Trust Fund eon
January 1, 1992; shall be tranaferred to the Coordinating Eemmissien fer
Pestsecondary Education Trust Fund en such dater

Sec. 25. That section 85-968, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska,
1943, be amended to read as follows:

85-968+ The Legislature hereby declares that it is the 1ntent and
purpose of sections 85-568 e 85-999 25 to 31 of this. act to provide for a
state-level uniform information system for all public postsecondary education
systems and institutions which will:

(1) Provide for a coordinated state-level information base regarding
the activities of the public postsecondary education systems and institutions;

(2) Insure that the Legislature and other state and federal agencies
obtain timely and accurate information concerning the programs, personnel,
students, finances, and facilities of the state's postsecondary education
systems and institutions;

(3) Establish Maintain procedures for the uniform definition and
reporting of information;

(4) Avoid unnecessary, duplicative, and conflicting information
requests by state-level agencies through the uniform definition and collection
of data elements, identification of data necessary for annual reporting to the
state, and development of uniform and comparable data classification systems;

(5) Provide information users and suppliers an opportunity to
cooperatively deveiep and implement maintain a uniform information system; and

(6) Estebtish Maintain an information base to support state-level
planning, budgeting, and performance evaluation activities for postsecondary
education.

Sec. 26. That section 85-969, Revised Statutes Supplement, 1992, be
amended to read as follows:

85969+ For purposes of sections 85-568 +e B85-979; unless the
eontext otherwise requires 25 to 31 of this act:

(1) Beard shall mean the Ereecutive Beard of the hegisiative Eeuneil;

{2} committee shall mean the Apprepristiens Committee of the
Legislature;

{3+ Commission shall mean the Coordinating Commission for
Postsecondary Education; and

+4% (2) Information system shall mean the uniform information system
established by such sections 85-968 ¢te 85-579 and known as the Nebraska
Educational Data System.

Sec. 27. That section 85-970, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska,
1943, be amended to read as follows:

85—976+ The eemmittee commission shall prepere maintain a
comprehensive pien fer @& state-level public postsecondary education
information system. The comprehensive pien commission shall:

(1) Identify the state-level information to be reported on an annual
or periodic basis regarding each postsecondary system's and institution's
programs, personnel, finances, students, and facilities utilization and
inyentory;

(2) Identify the data elements for which information will be
collected and reported to the state;

(3) Identify the information classification formats to be used by
the postsecondary systems and institutions in presenting program, financial,
student, facility, personnel, and audit information;

(4) Identify the data-collection, reporting, and auditing procedures
for the information system; and

(5) ldentify a procedure for updating the information system to meet
changing conditions. =+

Present 8 four-phase timetable for developments implementation;
and evaiumiion of the infermatien system epersetienal components— and

3 Meke previsien fer the transafer of the respensibiixey ef
eperating the uniferm infermatien system te an administrative agency upon
eompletion of the development and implementation of all phases eof the systenms

Sec. 28. That section 85-974, Revised Statutes Supplement, 1992, be
amended to read as follows:

85-9F4~ The commission shall:

(1) Review and verify all information submitted by public
postsecondary systems and institutions as part of the Integrated Postsecondary
Education Data System and make such corrections in the submitted information
as are necessary; and
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(2) Prepare and disseminate an annual report of the information
submitted by each public postsecondary system and institution and those
private postsecondary educational institutions willing to cooperate as part of
the Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System. <+ end

£3) Assist the hegisleture in developing and maintaining eor; If
eperation of the informatien system is transferred pursuant to seekien 85-973;
develeop and meintain the informatien aystem; apecifieally +to provide
information on facilities ukilizatien and en inventoery of feacilities:

Sec. 29. That section 85-975, Revised Statutes Supplement, 1992, be
amended to read as follows:

85-975+ The eemmittee or; if the eoperation of the informatien
system 4s transferred pursuent te seetion 85-973; the The commission shall
provide ongoing means for estabtish an advisery eemmittee of information
suppliers and users to advise the eemmittee er commission in carrying out
sections 25 to 31 of this act. 85-968 te 85-975+ The advisery ecommittee
shall inelude representatives freom each publie pestsecondary edueatien system;
the Department of Administrative Serviees; the State Department of Edueatien;
the Governer's Peliey Researeh Offiee; the Auditer eof Publie Aceounts; the
commissien; end such other representatives as may be neeessary to sdvise the

ittee or tasion:

Sec. 30. That section 85-976, Revised Statutes Supplement, 1992, be
amended to read as follows:

85—976- Each public postsecondary education system and institution
shall report information as required by the eemmittee er; if operatien of the
infermatien system has been transferred pursuant to seetien 85-9%3- the
commission pursuant to sections 25 to 31 of this agt.

Sec. 31. That section 85-979, Revised Statutes Supplement, 1992, be
amended to read as follows:

85-939+ In order to carry out its responsibilities under sections
85-968 te 85979 25 to 31 of this act, the committee or; if operation of Ehe
informatien system is krensferred pursuant to seetien 85-973; the commission
shall:

(1) Periodically meet and confer with officials of the state and its
political subdivisions having responsibility for postsecondary education
services;

(2) Consult with and utilize the services of any office, department,
or agency of the state; and

(3) Employ such personnel as may be necessary to assist it in the
performance of its duties.

Sec. 32. The Revisor of Statutes shall assign sections 25 to 31 of
this act to Chapter 85, article 14.

Secl 33k That original sections 85-931, 85-968, 85-970, and
85-1002, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, sections 85-180.14,
85-401, 85-402, 85-403, 85-404, 85-408, 85-937, 85-963, 85-969, 85-974,
85-975, 85-976, 85-979, 85-1005, 85-1008, 85-1402, 85-1405, 85-1409, 85-1414,
85-1415, 85-1419, and 85-1420, Revised Statutes Supplement, 1992, and sections
85-966, 85-1412, 85-1413, and 85-1416, Revised Statutes Supplement, 1993, and
also sections 85-1009 to 85-1013, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943,
and sections B85-971, 85-973, 85-977, 85-978, and 85-1417, Revised Statutes
Supplement, 1992, are repealed.
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