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LEGISLATIVE BILL 290
Approved by the Governor February 24, 1984

Introduced by Education Committee, Vickers, 38,
Chairperson; Cullan, 49; Fowler, 27;
Wiitala, 31; Goll, 16

AN ACT to amend sections 85-901, 85-907 to 85-911, 85-913,
and 85-974, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, 1943, relating to postsecondary
education; to restate intent; to change the
powers and duties of the Nebraska Coordinating
Commission for Postsecondary Education; to
change provisions relating to such commission;
to provide for a biennial report; and to repeal
the original sections, and also section 85-916,
Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943.

Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,

Section 1. That section 85-901, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as follows:

85-901. (1) The Legislature hereby declares the
following to be proper and desirable long-range goals
relative to the conduct of postsecondary education in this
state:

(a) To provide high quality education and
educational opportunities for all residents of Nebraska;

(b) To provide for a statewide perspective and
emphasis in decisionmaking edeeisienm making and planning
for postsecondary education;

(c) To identify and meet, through the
coordinated effort of postsecondary institutions, the
educational, service, and research needs of this state;

(d) To provide for the increased sharing of
expertise and resources of the postsecondary education
institutions of this state and to make the most efficient
use of such expertise and resources;

(e) To eliminate unneeded duplications and
inefficiencies in educational programs and services;

(f) To encourage and enable students to seek the
highest level of productive education; and

(g) To maintain cooperation and joint planning
among public, independent, and proprietary institutions of
postsecondary education.

(2) The Legislature recognizes that long-range
goals must inelude may be accomplished through the
achievement of short and intermediate-range goals as a
step-by-step means for achievement within some time frame.

The hegistature determines ard deetares that the
ereption of a atate ceerdinating ageney weuid Bbest
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aeeempiish the first step in the pursuit ef the long-range
goais stated- The initial eharge of the ageney shaii be
timited te the powers and duties as stated in seetion
85-916-

Sec. 2. That section 85-907, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as follows:

85-907. (1) The commission shall meet at least
once every calendar quarter at a time and place fixed by
the commission and shall keep a record of its proceedings
which shall be open to the public for inspection. Special
meetings may be called by the chairperson ehairmen or a
majority of the members. A majority of the members shall
constitute a quorum for any action taken by the commission.

(2) The commission shall adopt rules and
regulations reasonable and necessary to carry out the
provisions of sections 85-901 to 85-911, 85-974, 85-980 to
85-9,102, and 85-1101 to 85-1111 and shall at all times
conduct itself as an independent public entity.

Sec. 3. That section B5-908, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as follows:

85-908. The commission shall have the authority

to:

(1) Select, employ, and supervise a professional
staff to carry out the provisions of sections 85-901 to
85-911, 85-974, 85-980 to 85-9,102, and 85-1101 to 85-1111
and to secure the necessary office space, facilities, and
staff support to accommodate a staff. Such staff may
include a director and persons trained or experienced in
program review, data analysis, and institutional
relations. The eemmisaien ahail have +he eoptien of
eempensating its staff either through the state pay pian o
throedgh the payreoii of the Univeraity of Nebraskas in whieh
eage sataries and benefits shail be commensurate with
these of pergens with equivalent respensibilities and
training at the universitys

(2) Appoint the director and set his or her
salary and benefits which shall be commensurate with those

f persons with equivalent respon51b111t1es and training

at the University of Nebraska. The director may establish

a retirement beneflt for profess_lonal _staff comparable to

his or her retirement benefits;

(3) $23% Request from any department, division,
board, bureau, commission, or agency of the state such
assistance and data as will enable it to properly carry out
its powers and duties; and

(4) ¢33 Establish advisory committees as may be
necessary to assist the commission in the performance of
its duties.

Sec. 4. That section 85-909, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as follows:

85-909. The Legislature shall appropriate, from
the General Fund, such money as may be necessary to permit
the commission to carry out its duties and programs
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pursuant to sections 85-901 to 85-911, 85-974, 85-980 to
85-9,102, and 85-1101 to 85-1111 and to promote the
purposes of a coordinated postsecondary education system.

Sec. 5. That section 85-910, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as follows:

85-910. The commission shall have and may
exercise the following powers and duties:

(1) To exercise exclusive general supervision of
the administration and enforcement of this section and all
rules and regulations adopted thereunder;

(2) To facilitate communication and
coordination for the mutual exchange of ideas and
information between educational institutions in such areas
as:

(a) The sharing of resources, expertise, and
facilities among institutions or agencies; and

(b) The establishing of plans, practices,
procedures, and policies on matters which affect more than
one institution or agency; 7 speeifienily te address the
isgue of transferabiltity ef eredits

(3) To encourage, participate in, and conduct

studies, investigations, and research related to the

purposes for which the commissi on was_created

33 Fe adviser eensuits; and eceperate with other
ngeneies of this state; the federal govermnment; other
states; affeeted imastitutieons or greupss and pelitienl
subdivisions te further the purpesen of £this seetiens

(4) To utilize data from the Higher Education
General Information Sux_‘vey ‘and postsecondary education

1n£ormat10n system authorlzed i by sections 85-968 to & 85 | 7ol
to analyze and project statewide and institutional sector

trends in enrol lment, degrees for aqademlc__grogra_m]s,

faculty and staff, finances, and facilities on a uniform
basis and a regular schedule;

(5) ¢43 To accept and administer loans, grants,
and programs from the federal or state government and from
other sources, public and private, for carrying out any of
its functions, which loans and grants shall not be expended
for any other than the purposes for which provided, and to
determine institutional eligibility for such loans,
grants, and programs when such determination is to be made
by the administering state agency, which loans and grants
shall not be expended unless approved and appropriated by
the Legislature;

¢6) Teo enceurnges partieipate in; anrd eonduet
studiess inveskigatienar and researeh vrelated ¢e the
purpeses for whieh the commicsien was erenteds

¢6) Effeective Jaruary 2; 1977; €e undertake the
taak ef rumming the Enreliment Prejectien Mede: deveieped
by the Higher Eduemtien Faeilities Eemmissien: DButies
shai} inelude the cetleection of the input data; eperatien
of the medel; and a repert of the findingas

73 Fe make recemmendntions ta?d te €he
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pestsecendary edueatien institutiens ef this state
eeneerning metheds whieh may benefit &he serviees they
previde £e ineiude the shert-ranrge geail eof tdentifying
these areas ef respensibility pertaining te the privace
erd preprietary 3institutiens as serviees they sheuid
previde and nret te be dupiicated by publie ingtitutienss
te} te €he 6Geverner end the bhegisiature eeneerning
tegistation whiceh may be benefieial e the pestseeendary
edueatien serviees in this state and whieh wouid effeet the
purpese of sectiens 85-961 &e 85-93131-

(6) ¢B3} To establish close liaison with the
State Board of Education and the State Department of
Education: imn

(a) In recognition of the need for close
coordination of activities between elementary-secondary
education and postsecondary education; and = The
esordinatien effort shati inetude Ehe following
shert-range geaisr;

tey The uitimate removal of remedinl ecurses ak
the pestpsecondary education tevei- and

tby TFhe elear identifiention of aduit and
eenEinuing edueation respensibilities between the
etementary-secondary edueatien levei and pestseeondary
eddeatien tevel £o prevent dupiieation of efferts and

{93 To estabiish eilese iiamisen with the Stake
Beard of Eduention in

(b) In connection with the board's
responsibilities for granting permits for the operation of
correspondence schools, privately-ewned privately owned
business or trade schools, or other educational
institutions under Chapter 79, article 28, whenever any
correspondence school, business school, or vocational
school offers any course which is intended to lead to the
granting of an associate degree, or courses which qualify
for college credit, and to make such recommendations with
reference to the granting of permits to such institutions
as may be appropriate in the individual circumstances; and
o,

(7) To advise, consult, and cooperate with other
agencies of this state, the federal government, other
states, affected institutions or groups, and political
subdivisions to further the purposes of this section.

Sec. 6. That section 85-911, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as follows:

85-911. The commission shall prepare a biennial
en arnua: report and submit it to the Governor and the
Clerk of the Legislature on or before December 31 of each
even-numbered year. eemmeneing em Becember 331> 3976- Such
report shall include, but not be limited to, a synopsis of
the activities of the commission and its related staff, the
names of all personnel employed by or under the supervision
of the commission and their responsibilities, the amount
of funds received by the commission, the amount of funds
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expended in carrying out its duties, umder seetiens 85-96%
€0 B85-913-; and such other information as may be necessary
to inform the Governor, Legislature, and interested public
of the activities of the commission. Each member of the
Legislature shall receive a copy of such biennial report.
by making A request fer it e the ehairpersen of &he
eemmission

Sec. 7. That section 85-913, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as follows:

85-913. (1) In addition to any other powers and
duties imposed upon the Nebraska Coordinating Commission
for Postsecondary Education under sections 85-901 to
85-911, 85-974, 85-980 to 85-9,102, and 85-1101 to
85-1111, the commission shall develop plans studies to:

tay Bevetep prepesais previding £or the
transferability of pregram eredits ameng systems eof
pestaeeeondary edueakions

¢{b) Petermine the entent of student atkritien &n
the three pestsecendary asystems and recemmend appreaches
for the reduction of atEr+tren ratess and

{ey Bevetep propesals fer an integrated deiivery
system fer the previsien of adul€ and eentinuing eduention
servieces=

{23 A repert eof eeeh prepesal resuieing frem
studies eenddeted pursuanEt e subseetien ¢33 eof Ehis
section shali be fiied with the eemmittee net tater than
danuary 3; 3978-

(a) Insure improved curriculum_articulation
among the public Qostsecondary education institutions in

- Nebraska, specifically to enable any student of a publlc

postsecondary education in: institution in Nebr_aska to obt 1in

immediate 1nformat10n on the transfefablllty of any course

offered by ‘such institution to any other public

postsecondary education 1nst1tut10n in Nebraska;

(b) Incorporate facxlltles utilization and

inventory information 1nto “the postsecondary educatlon

information system prov1ded by sections 85-968 to 85-979;

(c) Implement the goals and recommedatldns Lor

adult anc_i___qgm'zl_mung education services __grev:Lousl_y
identified by the commission; and

(d) Eliminate remedial courses at the
postsecondary education level.

(2) The commission is directed to submit plans
and to propose leglslatlon to 1mplement - such plans

pursuant to subsection (1) of this section to the Governor

and the Legislature for con51_d_e£at10n

Sec. 8. That section B5-974, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as follows:

85-974. The commission shall:

(1) Review and verify all information submitted
by public postsecondary systems and institutions as part
of the Higher Education General Information Survey and
make such corrections in the submitted information as are
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necessary;

(2) Prepare and disseminate an annual report of
the information submitted by each public postsecondary
system and institution and those private institutions
willing to cooperate as part of the Higher Education
General Information Survey; and

(3) Assist the Legislature in developing and
maintaining its po_s?_secondary education information
system, specifically to provide information on facilities
utilization and an inventory of facilities.

 ¢3) Eeitleet; verify: and audit ai: infermatien
submitted by pubiie postsecondary syastems and institutions
as part of the information system umder seetions 85-970 and
85-937%+ and

t4} Prepare an annua: repert by dJuiy I ef each
year eof the infermatien eubmitted as a part of the
informatien system uHRder precedures estabiished by ¢he
cemmittee=

Sec. 9. That original sections 85-901, 85-907
to 85-911, 85-913, and 85-974, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, 1943, and also section 85-916, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, are repealed.




