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Papillion Creek Watershed 
Partnership (PWCP) Mission

“Address issues related to water quality and storm 
water quantity in the Papillion Creek Watershed by 

establishing regionally common goals and 
standards for the development of the watershed 

through 2040.”

Established August 2001Established August 2001
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What is and who is the PCWP?
The Papillion Creek Watershed is a common thread 
that joins our communities

– 402 Square Miles - Portions of three counties
– One third of Nebraska’s population

The PCWP is comprised of 9 local governments that 
are wholly or partially in the Papillion Creek Watershed

The guiding principles of the PCWP are cooperation, 
community participation and comprehensive watershed 
planning



Our watershed has limited options, 
time and available land for 
water quality improvements and 
flood prevention
Current water quality and flood control 
measures will not meet future needs.

Continued urban growth has and will 
lead to larger floodplains, increasing 
the flood risk to life and property

Almost all land in the watershed will 
be developed in the next 30 to 50 
years

Problems are getting worse 
and time is running out



PCWP 
Recommendations—
 The Watershed Plan

Non-Structural Elements
− Ordinance passed by 

communities requiring 
WQ Low Impact 
Development (LID) for all 
new developments

− Control of ½-inch runoff
− No net increase in 2-year 

peak discharge

Structural Elements
− 12 Water Quality Basins
− 15 regional detention 

basins in Douglas and 
Sarpy counties



Examples of LID Retention Strategies



Examples of Regional Detention



Watershed Management Plan 
Improves Floodplain Boundaries

Floodplains will Shrink with 
Watershed Management Plan

Floodplains have Expanded 
With Development



Benefits of Watershed Management Plan
Water quality controls applied throughout Watershed

Able to address existing flooding problems in a timely 

fashion

Proven method of flood control recognized by FEMA

Manageable level of structures requiring Operation and 

Maintenance

Maintain development densities and reduce urban sprawl



Estimated Costs for Watershed Plan

Water Quality LID funded by development 

Regional detention and water quality basins in 
Douglas and Sarpy counties funded by public and/ 
or private partnerships

$376 M in 2010 dollars

$963 M implemented through 2050
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