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LB 903 , 99 6 , 7 7 1, 9 21

The Committee on Government, Military and Veterans Affairs
met at 1:30 p.m. on Thursday, January 26, 2006, in Room 1507
o f the State Capitol, Lincoln, Nebraska, for the purpose o f
conducting a public hearing on LB 903, LB 996, LB 771, and
LB 921. Senators present: DiAnna Schimek, Chairperson; Pam
Brown, Vice Chairperson; Carroll Burling; Deb Fischer; Chris
Langemeier; Mick Mines; Rich Pa hls; and Roger We hrbein.
Senator s a b s e n t: Non e .

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Good afternoon and welcome to the hearings
of the Government, Military and Veterans Affairs Committee.
We' re happy to have you with us this af t e r n o on . Fo r t h e
record, my name is DiAnna Schimek and I chair the committee.
And I would like to introduce the members of the committee
to you. I' ll start over at my left this time with Sen ator
Deb Fischer of Valentine. Senator Langemeier is presenting
another bill. Next to where he would be sitting is Senator
Mick Mines f rom Bl air . Next to him is S enator Roger
Wehrbein of Plattsmouth. Next to him is Sherry Shaffer, who
is the committee clerk. N ext to me, on my right , is the
legal counsel for the committee, Christy Abraham. Next to
her is Senator Pam Brown of Omaha who is vice chair o f the
committee. Next to her is Senator Ca rroll Burling of
Kenesaw. And last, but not least certainly...

SENATOR PAHLS: Th ank y ou .

SENATOR SCHIMEK: . ..is Senator Rich Pahls of Millard/O.aaha.
We will take the bills today in the order in which they were
posted, beginning with LB 903, t hen L B 996, L B 771, a nd
LB 921. And we do h ave sign-in sheets over there as you
come in the door, on my left. And we'd a s k you to fill
those out and deposit them in the box on the table when you
c ome up to testify. We will take the opening on the bil l,
then we' ll take proponents, then opponents, and then neutral
testimony on the bil ls. If you have mat erials to be
distributed, we can do that for you. We can also mak e
copies of anything that you would like to have distributed.
At this time, I would ask you to turn off your cell phones,
please. And I woul d also like to mention that our page
today is John Dunker of Sutton. And with tha t, Sen ator
Preister, I believe we are ready to begin.
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SENATOR PREISTER: Thank you, Senator Schimek and members of
the Government, Military and Veterans Affairs Committee. My
name is Don Pre ister. I am the representative for
Legislative District 5 in Omaha and Bellevue, here a s the
primary introducer of LB 903. The current veterans home in
Omaha was named 25 years ago after Thomas Fitzgerald. It is
rare that such a facility is named af ter one ind ividual,
though Mr. Fitzgerald's military service and concerns for
veterans are greatly appreciated. This rec ognition w ill
continue for the next few years until a new veterans home is
completed. The new veterans home, which will be built in
Bellevue, has been developed by a new gr oup of senators,
veterans, administrators, staff, and governors, because it' s
been through m ore than one administration already. All of
them deserve credit and recognition for this new $20 million
facility. Howe ver, the city of Bell evue has been
particularly supportive of the new home and has shown their
support by donating the land for the new home. The Veterans
Service Council is a statewide veterans organization made up
of members who represent the VFW, Purple H earts, E x-POWs,
Vietnam Veterans, American Legion, DAV, and the American
Veterans. The members of th e co uncil r ecently met and
unanimously voted to sup port n aming th e new ho me the
Bellevue Veterans H ome, i n rec ognition of Belle vue's
contribution. And it is they who brought the bill to me
and, on their behalf, I now introduce it to you. And with
that, that's m y opening and I'd be happy to entertain any
quest i o n s , Sen a t or .

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Thank you, Senator Preister.
questions? Yes, Senator Pahls.

SENATOR PAHLS: I hav e a question and this is just for my
information and maybe the Chair. You are a former veteran
a re, y o u a r e a ve t er a n , ar e you n ot ?

SENATOR PREISTER: Well, if I said a former veteran.
.

SENATOR PAHLS: That ' s wh y, I t ook that back, you are a
vete r an , r i gh t ? ( Laughte r )

Are t he r e
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SENATOR PREISTER: Yes, I'm a veteran.

SENATOR PAHLS: And y ou w e r e a m e d ic ?

SENATOR PREISTER: Ye s .

SENATOR PAHLS: And you served during the Vietnam?

SENATOR PREISTER: I served in Vietnam as a medic there.
And I served as a medic before that as well.

SENATOR PAHLS: Okay, and I'm just curious. Did you receive
some medals or anything?

SENATOR PREISTER: Ye s .

SENATOR PAHLS: And the reason why I'm doing that, sometimes
we don't realize the type of in dividuals we do ha v e in
front, speaking in front of us. I just had heard that about
you and I needed to commend you.

SENATOR PREISTER: Well, thank you, Senator Pahls. It's not
one of the things...

SENATOR PAHLS: I kn ow .

SENATOR PREISTER: .. .that most of us.

SENATOR PAHLS: I un de r s t an d .

SENATOR P R E I STER: ...talk about, most veterans don't talk
about their experiences. And certainly when you' ve served
in a combat z one in a war , you never f orget those
e xperiences, but they' re not the kind of th ings that you
normally talk about.

SENATOR PAHLS: Right, I understand that.

SENATOR PREISTER: But I appreciate your recognition of me
and I take that in terms of recognizing the contributions of
al l v et er an s .

SENATOR PAHLS: Ye s .
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SENATOR PREISTER: And I thank you for that consideration.

SENATOR SCHINEK: Thank you . Senat o r Burling ha s a
q uest i o n .

S ENATOR BURLING: Senator Pr eister, thank yo u . In
situations like this, where the Governor and the Legislature
approve naming of a facility, when that facility physically
moves to a new building, does it have to be renamed or can
the name go along with it if no action is taken or what' s
the situation there?

SENATOR PREISTER: The procedure, S enator, is that in
s tatute, the na me ' s currently the Thomas Fitzgerald Home.
So as the statute currently stands, the home would maintain
that name, as I unde rstand it, until s uch time as the
s tatute is changed. The new, I don't know t hat we hav e
anything in statute that provides for when a new facility is
built in a different location. There may be something, but
I'm not aware of it. When this home w as bui lt, s tate
statute was ac tually changed because in the statute of the
n aming, there was also a change in statute to allow this to
happen. Beca use t his was the first and, to my knowledge,
the only exception that's ever been made to name a f acility
after somebody who was alive. So it was a great honor and
one that I certainly recognize. But , in ter m s of what
happens now, the bill is introduced because, as the new home
is being b uilt, to cla rify w hat t h e name would be, the
veterans wanted to have the name changed an d to have it
i n t r o d u ced n o w .

SENATOR BURLING: Tha nk y ou .

SENATOR PREISTER: You ' re welcome, thank yo u for the
q uest i o n .

SENATOR SCHINEK: Senator Preister, as you lo o k at the
existing statutes, well, no, let me go back one more step.
In looking over the i n formation for today's hearing, I
noticed that o riginally they t alked about th e Ea stern
Nebraska Veterans Home. That was before t hey dec ided to
name it in honor of Senator Fitzgerald. So that, you know,
that was at least what they were thinking about at the time.
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Then, and maybe, was there an e xisting, there wasn't an
ex>sting home in Omaha at the time, as I remember.

SENATOR PREISTER: I couldn't say with certainty.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Ye ah .

SENATOR PREISTER: But it's my understanding that there were
other homes in the state, but not in the Omaha area.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Not in Omah a, rig ht, I t h ink that' s
correct. So they did decide to not name i t that , b ut to
name it af ter Senator Fitzgerald. Well, then, if you look
a t the statutes now, there's not consistency. There's t h e
Grand Island Veterans Home.

SENATOR PREISTER: R ight.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: And there's the Norfolk Veterans Home and
there's the Western Nebraska Veterans Home. And thi s one
would again name a vet erans home after the location, the
city in which it's located. Shouldn't we be consistent? I
mean, if we' re going to do this, for instance, shouldn't we
also rename the Western Nebraska Veterans Home, Scottsbluff?
Or vice versa, should we name them all after a geo graphic
area rather than an actual location? In other words, maybe
Mid Nebraska Veterans Home for...and I'm not suggesting that
we could do this without a lot of discussion and s o for th.
I 'm j u s t a sk i n g i t a s a ques t i o n .

SENATOR PREISTER: Thank you for raising that. And, Senator
Schimek, that is part of the discussion that I think we need
to have. Bec ause we, as a policy at the state, have tried
to identify these homes geographically. And although two of
them are named after the actual towns t hey' re in, which i s
what this one that I'm, the bill that I'm proposing would
do, the one is a region. And either one, both the Ea stern
Nebraska Veterans Home or the Bellevue Veterans Home have
been talked about by the task force that you a n d Se nator
Wehrbein and others of us served on and others over the last
few years. So that is a possibility. Consistency is one of
the things that w e' re looking at. Rather than having one
person recognized, which i s deserving and wh ich is a
wonderful honor. At the s ame time, there are a host, as
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Senator Pahls points out, o f other e qually des erving
veterans who could have any one of those veterans homes
named after them. And they and their f amilies would
certainly be honored to have that. But...

SENATOR SCHINEK: W e ll, and..

SENATOR PREISTER: .. .in this case, some consistency is what
we' re looking at as part of this proposal. Bellevue would
make it consistent with three of the four.

SENATOR SCHINEK: Um-hum. We ll, and if we were to keep it
named for a n in dividual, then w ould we also not need to
consider allowing that same option for the o ther v eterans
homes? And then who makes t h e decision about who that
n aming sh ou l d b e do n e b y ?

S ENATOR PREISTER: W e ll, and I think that whole can of, a n d
I won't say wo rms, but that whole can of veterans, if you
will, then gets opened up. And then how do you go about and
what's the process of recognizing some v eterans and for
every one yo u re cognize, all of the number of others that
y ou d on ' t .

SENATOR SCHINEK : Y eah .

SENATOR P R E I STER: Edward " Babe" Gom ez ear n ed t h e
Congressional M edal of Honor and was from Omaha area, south
Omaha. And he lost his life as a result of lan ding on a
hand grenade intentionally and blew himself up to save the
lives of the other ve terans in his company. He would
certainly be a candidate to have this home named after him.
Our own Bob Kerrey, a U.S. Senator, who was a Congressional
Medal of Ho nor, would c ertainly be a candidate. We have
current senators as well as former senators, we have a host
of veterans that have served honorably in our country. And
how many of those do we leave out? And it's unfair t o all
of them no t to recognize them. But that's the situation
t hat w e h a v e .

SENATOR SCHINEK: Thank you very much. Are there any other
questions? Seeing none, oh, Senator Pahls has one.

SENATOR PAHLS : I do have ...Senator P reister, just for
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clarification. Now are some of the posts, are t hey named
a fte r a v et e r a n ?

SENATOR PREISTER: Yes, and tha t's an ind ividual post
organization deczszon. An d most of them carry names o f,
well, General MacArthur. And the y' re not n ecessarily
Nebraskans but they have names of various veterans. Some
could be Nebraskans, but that's up to the individual post to
make those determinations.

SENATOR PAHLS: T ha nk y ou .

SENATOR PREISTER: Which is separate f rom a state or a
federal institution. And I might say, I did mention that
the Nebraska Veterans Council unanimously supported this.
There could be in dividual veterans and some i ndividual
member organizations that may have concerns with the naming
of this, may not have heard of the proposal. I'm not sure
of that. But the overall governing representation of those
organizations was who I was referring to in the Vet erans
Council, which is who brought the bill to me.

SENATOR PAHLS: Th a nk y ou .

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Seeing no other questions, thank you very
much for being with us, Senator Preister.

SENATOR PREISTER: And, Senator, unlike yesterday, this will
be the only time that I'm with you today. And I do have
three other bi lls t o introduce so, unfortunately, I'm not
going to be able to stay for the hearing or to close.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Th a n k you .

S ENATOR PREISTER: So I' ll waive my closing at th i s tim e,
but would b e ha ppy to wo rk with committee to answer any
questions or do whatever you may want in the future.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Thank you very much. We a ppreciate your
b eing h e r e .

SENATOR PREISTER: Th a nk y ou .

SENATOR SCHIMEK: I 'm now going to ask for proponents of the
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b i l l . And I d on ' t t h i n k I sa i d i t i n my op e n i n g b u t I wou l d
ask you e ach to identify yourself by name, to then spell
your name for the transcribers so that we have a good record
of everything. So proponents of the bill, please. May I
see the hands of those who intend to testify in favor of the
bill? Those w ho intend to testify in opposition to the
bill? Those who wish to testify in a neutral capacity?
T hank y o u .

JOHN LIEBSACK: My n ame is John Liebsack, L-i-e-b-s-a-c-k.
I'm here on behalf of the Nebraska Veterans Council which is
made up of eight di fferent veterans organizations in
Nebraska. They' re recognized by the state. So me of the

legislation was a number of us served on the Governor's task
force and some were on the site selection committee. And as
we looked at 10 or 12 different sites in Omaha and Sarpy
C ounty and Douglas County, those sites all b egan to jus t
fall off as they w ere purchased by other people and they
were not in a go od lo cation and t oo far aw ay from a
hospital, that sort of thing. And at the same time, we were
discovering that m aybe th e am ount of money that had been
talked about to build the veterans home was a little bit
understated and th e cost of the land was cutting into the
size of the home that could be developed and that sort of
thing. And that 's w hen Bellevue stepped forward and had

Nebraska, saving a bout a half a mi llion dollars in land
purchase cost. And that's the main reason that we voted as
a group to ask that the site be named after the city of
Bellevue and to make it site specific.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Th a n k you .

JOHN LIEBSACK: Do you have any questions?

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Are there questions? I guess I have.

J OHN LIEBSACK: Ok ay .

SENATOR SCHIMEK: ...one or two, Mr. Liebsack. I, just
simply having the home in Bellevue is going to be some kind
of an economic advantage to Bellevue, I would guess.

reason t hat the Veterans Council decided to as k for this

this site and offered i t at no cost to the state of
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JOHN LIEBSACK: I would think so.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: So, in a sense, there is some compensation
to Bellevue for t h eir g enerosity. And , but although I
understand the reason for the recommendation. The new home
will serve how broad an area, in terms of geographically?

JOHN LIEBSACK: To s ome extent, the entire state. We have
veterans that select the Scottsbluff home, and incidentally
when we fill ou t ap plications for the veterans home, we
refer to it as Scottsbluff. We hardly ever call it Western
Nebraska. And there are people from the western part of the
state that w ould c ome to Omaha. Typ ically, it's because
they have relatives in the area or that sort of thing. Or
the facility closest to them may not serve their particular
n eeds in the time that they need to use it, but, mos t
generally, the Omaha/Sarpy County area.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: In the discussion in the Veterans Council,
did you h ave any discussion at all about this whole naming
process and whether the other names are appropriate? Or did
you just really...

JOHN LIEBSACK: W e mostly...

SENATOR SCHIMEK: . ..center in on this particular one?

JOHN LIEBSACK: . ..centered on this one and considered that
Norfolk and G rand Island ar e named after the cities that
t hey ' r e i n .

SENATOR SCHIMEK: O k ay, thank you.

J OHN LIEBSACK: Th an k s .

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Appreciate your being here with us.

J OHN LIEBSACK: T ha nk y ou .

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Um -hum. A re there any ot her proponents?
If not, w e will ta k e op ponents. Anyo ne who wishes to
testify in opposition, please come forward. Welcome.

GAYLE FITZGERALD STURM: ( Exhib i t I ) My n ame i s Gay l e ,
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Fitzgerald, F-i-t -z-g-e-r-a-l-d, Sturm ,G-a-y - l - e ,
S-t - u - r - m .

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Th a nk y o u .

GAYLE F IT Z GERALD ST URM : I ' m a d a u g h t e r of Th oma s
Fitzgerald, a former state senator f or who m th e vete rans
home in eastern Nebraska is named. I am appearing on behalf
of my father who, because of poor health, is not able to be
here in opposition of LB 903 himself. I would like to give
you a brief history of Th omas F itzgerald so y ou can
understand why I feel it is so important that th e facility
under construction in Bellevue retain his name. My father
enlisted in the Army in January after Pearl Harbor. He was
in the 10th Mountain Division and served in North Africa and
Italy. He was wou nded in action in April, 1945, and was
honorably discharged in August. After h i s di scharge, he
returned to Omaha, went to work at the post office, married,
and raised a fam ily. Durin g this time, he was always
involved in veterans organizations, such as the Purple Heart
Chapter 260, American Legion Post 1, VFW Post 3421, and the
Douglas Mac Arthur Post of the DAV . He w en t t o
Washing t on , D .C . , twice to secure a national charter for the
Purple Heart. This was at his own expense and, as a letter
carrier, he d i d not make a lot of money. But he did it
because it was t he right th ing to do for his fel low
veterans. He was committee chairman for Operation Reindeer,
which was a pro gram t o provide transportation home at
Christmas for hospitalized veterans who could not afford it.
After a successful fundraising drive in Omaha, he was named
national chairman for the project. He knew what it was like
to be away from family at Christmas and how difficult it was
to be hospitalized far fro m home. He ran for the State
Legislature and was elected twice. He had a dr eam, a big
dream. He env i sioned a place in eastern Nebraska where a
veteran would be assured that, if the need arose, he or she
would have a home where they would be cared for during the
latter years of their lives with grace and dignity. He was
told that i t di dn't stand a chance of accomplishing this
dream. But because of his determination and dedication, he

D o t h t h h I h t d I
special achievements and at tributes. Acc ording to this,
Thomas Fitzgerald defines the word hero, n ot only by t h e

h d h I t y . I t y W lld t
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standards of h i s co untry by awarding him the Purple Heart
medal for h is actions in World War II, but from that day
forward, he made it his life's mission to ensure t hat all
veterans would no t ha v e served in vain, whether it was a
sacrifice of their precious time away from family and loved
ones or even t he ult imate sacrifice of their lives. His
life work was recognized by his fellow state senators when
they voted to name the veterans home in his honor. This was
his legacy and t o have his name removed from the veterans
home in eastern Nebraska, be it at 156th and Maple or in
Bellevue or an ywhere else, is a travesty. Not only was he
instrumental in the establishment of the Thomas Fitzgerald
Home, he volunteered countless hours vi siting w ith the
members and going to Mass on Sunday until his health began
to fail. My three daughters went with him many times. They
helped him h and out ice cream at the ice cream socials and
gained a great respect and ap preciation for w hat t h eir
grandfather had accomplished. I cannot understand how this
bill, LB 903, came into being. My father dedicated decades
of his life to vet eran causes, was honored for his hard
work, and to now have his name removed from the new facility
is an insult. Please help us keep my father's legacy alive
by doing th e right th ing, as he did, and retain the name
Thomas Fitzgerald Veteran Home by voting not to pass LB 903.
T hank y o u .

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Thank you, Ms. Sturm. Are there questions
anybody ? Ye s , Sena t o r W e h r b e in .

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Thank you. Do you know of any oth er
buildings in the, around, let's say Omaha or anywhere, that
h ave been named after someone and then not used? And whe n
the replacement building was done, to name it the same?

GAYLE FITZGERALD STURM : I don 't pers onally kn ow of a
building that, you mean, went to another location?

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Yeah .

GAYLE FITZGERALD STURM: No , I don' t, I'm sorry.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: I just wondered if there was any h istory
t o t h a t . Th an k y ou .
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SENATOR SCHIMEK: Seei n g no further questions, thank you
very much for being with us.

GAYLE FITZGERALD STURM: O k ay, thanks.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: We appreciate it. Next opponent'?

LINDA F I TZ GERALD KASS: (Exhibits 2 and 3) Okay, and I do
have some handouts as well.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: O k ay.

LINDA FITZGERALD KASS: Okay, my name i s Linda Fi tzgerald
Kass, that's L -i-n-d-a F-i-t-z-g-e-r-a-l-d, Kass, K-a-s-s.
Everybody wants to put C, but it's a K. Anyway, I am Linda
Fitzgerald Kass, my father is Thomas Fitzgerald, for whom
the veterans home is named, and I speak to you today f rom
the bottom o f my heart. My si ster has told you about my
father and what he accomplished in his decades of dedication
to veterans causes. My father is not a rich or a powerful
man. He is a common man, through his determination and
vision, was able to realize a dream. And that dream was the
veterans home in eastern Nebraska. When his fellow senators
v oted to name the home after him, he was both hu mbled a nd
honored. And I bel ieve that this honor was well deserved
and I am strongly opposed to LB 903. My father was involved
in veterans organizations his entire life. My brother, my
sister, and I gre w up at VFW , Pu rple H eart, and DAV
meetings. It was a good way to grow up. We all have an
appreciation of history and the sacrifices that all veterans
through the y ears have made. My father never talked about
his experiences during the wa r a n d wh en we asked w h at
happened to his finger, he had a finger that was amputated,
h e made a joke of it. He always said he went to check t h e
wind direction and it got shot off. I never knew he was a
ski trooper until I was in high school and h e was tea sing
one of his cou sins about going skiing. Although he never
talked about his time in the war, he never forgot that there
were those not as fortunate as he and worked to better their
circumstances. Last year , we heard that th ere w as a
possibility that the new veterans home would not carry the
Thomas Fitzgerald n ame. We wrote the Governor, st ate
senators who voted to name the home after him, and current
s tate senators. We re ceived a reply sta ting, no fina l



Transcript Prepared by the Clerk of the Legislature
Transcriber's Office

LB 903Committee on Government, Military
and Veterans Affairs
J anuary 2 6 , 20 0 6
Page 13

decision had been made, that the Governor would decide most
likely closer to t h e opening of the new facility in 2007.
Then you can imagine our shock, hurt, and even a nger when
our mother and fa ther received a phone call f rom a
World-Herald r eporter asking their comments on LB 9 03 an d
the name c h ange t o Bellevue Veterans Home. Ny f ather is
almost 86 years old and has been in poor health for a number
of years. To hear this news was extremely upsetting to him,
to think that his lifetime of devotion to veterans was now
to be ign ored an d forgotten w hen th e Nebraska Veterans
Council voted unanimously to endorse this bill. If it w ere
not for my fat her spearheading the original veterans home
pro j ec t d u r i ng hi s t i me i n t h e Un i cam e r a l , I d on ' t t h i n k
that we'd be here today d i scussing this issue because I
don't think there would be a veterans home to discuss. I
would l ike to talk abou t so m e the hig h lights i n that
information packet we tried to distribute this morning. The
reason my father fought so hard f or a vete rans h ome in
eastern Nebraska is because studies had shown that more than
half the st ate's 2 00,000 veterans live within 50 miles of
the proposed Douglas County site. There was a waiting list
to get i nto t h e existing facilities. And with the World
War II veterans aging, the need for another home soon would
be overwhelming. These veterans needed to be served closer
to their homes and loved ones. As p eople age, i t becomes
more difficult for them to travel any distance and it would
be heartbreaking to be in a home and not h ave your fam ily
and friends able t o come visit you. For ty-one senators
sponsored the bill to rename the Eastern Nebraska Veterans
Home to the Thomas Fitzgerald Veterans Home. That shows how
strongly his p eers f elt a bout his work on behalf of the
veterans home in Douglas County, as well as on vet erans
programs in general. Also supporting the measure was Duane
Bokemper, at that time, secretary of the N ebraska V e terans
Council, who cr edited m y father with untiring efforts to
help former servicemen. I do not understand how the present
Nebraska Veterans Council can now support changing the name.
I would like to read to you some of the commendations my
father has rec eived from var ious veterans organizations.
The Purple Heart mentions his exceptionally meritorious and
conspicuous service to his fellow c ommunity, fellow
citizens, and veterans. The VFW of Nebraska, in a lett er
from 1980, says, we in the Veterans of Foreign Wars and its
Ladies Auxiliary in Nebraska will be hard pressed to find a
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way to a d equately say thank you. The hours, days, months,
and years o f your time an d effort expended to make the
Eastern Nebraska Veterans Home a rea lity can ne ver be
repaid. Ther e is no need for me to tell you what this new
facility means to our eastern Nebraska veterans. You can be
assured, however, that I will tell th e veterans of this
state of you r unswerving dedication to this project. With
the acquisition of the Douglas County hospital annex as the
fourth facility in our group of veterans homes, Nebraska now
leads the na tion i n pro viding n ursing home space to its
veterans. Full credit for this accomplishment goes to you ,
along with the respect an d gratitude of our enti re
organization. You r efforts on o ur behalf will long be
remembered in the Department of Nebraska Veterans of Foreign
Wars. Ple ase note that they state the hours, days, months,
and years of his time and effort can never be repaid. Yet
today, LB 903 wants to repay him by removing his name from
t he new facility. The Ame rican L egion's Certificate o f
Appreciation was presented in re cognition and in sincere
appreciation of outstanding service and as sistance which
contributed to the est ablishment of the Eastern Nebraska
Veterans Home. The Thomas Fitzgerald Veterans H ome also
recognized h im for his out standing w ork in pla nning,
coordinating, and fundraising that made a new bus p ossible.
I ' m afraid that he begged for donations from anyone he ran
xnto, in the grocery stores, barber shop, and everywhere in
between. In the May/June 1994, ebraska FW e s , there is
an article that I would like to read as well.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Ms . Kass, I'm going to...

L INDA FITZGERALD KASS: Ok a y .

SENATOR SCHIMEK: . ..ask you to go ahead.

LINDA FITZGERALD KASS: O k ay.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: We can all read that, we have a copy of
t ha t .

LINDA FITZGERALD KASS: Oh, okay, that's fine.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Th a n k y ou .
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LINDA FITZGERALD KASS : Okay, in that, they call him the
champion of veterans causes and he was honored for his hard
work and dedication and then forgotten. The r e is also a
certificate of appreciation from VFW of the United States
t hat calls ham t he veterans champion and commends hi s
tenacity and lobbying for veterans causes. I do have e-mail
comments here as well that have been distributed. There is
a portrait of my dad at the veterans home. And when tha t
was dedicated, he gave a moving speech where he thanked God
that he was privileged to serve this country. He real ized
that too many veterans come home to live their lives without
necessary services and a deserving place to get treatment
when in need. He dedicated hi s lifetime t o imp roving
veterans services, both l ocally and nationally. He lived
his life with honor. And to remove his name from the Thomas
Fitzgerald Veterans Home is to dishonor his legacy. And I
appeal to your sense of justice, history, and honor by
retaining the name of Thomas Fitzgerald Veterans Home on the
home xn Bellevue. Ple ase do not let LB 903 p rogress any
f u r t h e r , t ha nk y ou .

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Thank you , Ms. Kass. Are there other
questions or comments? Yes, Senator Brown.

SENATOR BROWN: I have met your father several times...

LINDA FITZGERALD KASS: Yeah, he is memorable.

SENATOR BROWN: . ..when he has come to the Legislature.

LINDA FITZGERALD KASS: U m -hum.

SENATOR BROWN: And he is a very charming m an. And my
father was also a veteran, so I...

LINDA FITZGERALD KASS: Um-hum.

SENATOR BROWN: ...understand how strongly you feel about
this. It was always my understanding that we had a policy
about not naming facilities, state facilities after someone
that was living.

L INDA F I T ZGERALD KASS: Ye s .
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SENATOR BROWN: Because of just what we' ve talked about, if
there's a change, it appears to be about the individual...

LINDA FITZGERALD KASS: Um -hum.

SENATOR BROWN: ...and not acknowledging that individual's
accomplishments and dedication and a l l th ose k inds of
things. And y et, for us, it's very difficult because this
was an e x c e p t i on . . .

LINDA FITZGERALD KASS: Um -hum.

SENATOR BROWN: . ..to a policy that, a t least I alw ays
understood, was pretty, was quite commonly accepted.

L INDA F I TZGERALD KASS: Yeah .

SENATOR BROWN : So we hav e a bit of a dilemma and I just
want you to know that whatever we do , I ack nowledge your
father and everything that he has done.

LINDA FITZGERALD KASS: W e ll, and we do, we appreciate that.
But, you kn ow, the exception was made then and, you know,
there were jokes at the time about solving the problem of
him being alive. But t hankfully he still is. And I can
appreciate that, but the exception was mad e a nd why now
would we change i t? You know , ev en though it's a r ew
building...anyway, thank you all. Any other comments?

SENATOR SCHIMEK1 Thank you very much for you r test imony.
Senator Pahls still has a question.

SENATOR PAHLS1 I have a question. Has anybody offered any
other ways of celebrating your father's name? Let 's say
t hi s w o u l d h a p p e n .. .

LINDA FITZGERALD KASS: Not a soul, no one approached us, we
d d t k yth g h t th ' t 1 th H~ d -H 1d
reporter called us and this bill was introduced.

SENATOR PAHLS: Ok ay .

LINDA FITZGERALD KASS: So , you know , we felt kind of
b l i n d s i d e d .
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SENATOR PAHLS: Th a n k you .

LINDA FITZGERALD KASS: O k ay, is that it?

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Senator Fischer has a question.

SENATOR FISCHER: Thank you for coming here today. And I
want you to know that, from my district, which i s ce ntral
and north-central Nebraska, I' ve received from Legion posts,
a number of , i n our small communities that support your
position and also from individuals. And I think, I agree
with you that the exception was made.

LINDA FITZGERALD KASS: U m -hum.

SENATOR FISCHER: And I'm sorry for what you' re having to go
through now and be notified in the manner that you were.

LINDA FITZGERALD KASS: T hank you. I s that it?

SENATOR SCHIMEK: That ' s it , thank you very much. Next
opponent?

THOMAS F ITZGERALD: My name is Thomas Fitzgerald,
T-h-o-m-a-s F-i-t-z-g-e-r-a-l-d. I am the son of former
state senator Tom Fitzgerald. I'm here today talking in his
behalf because he is physically and mentally unable to do
that. I believe I speak from my heart for him and I believe
I speak accurately, concisely, and truthfully. I have some
prepared comments here. Dear Senators, I'm here t oday t o
present to y o u information that my family and I know is
relevant to the issue of LB 903 in regards to changing the
name of th e Th omas Fitzgerald Veterans Home. My sisters
have already presented the history of my fathe r' s
accomplishments. My purpose is to present to you the events
that have occurred since January 5, 2006. I do not want my
comments construed as anything negative. I just want you to
understand that myself, my sisters, and my mother are ve ry
upset and having great difficulty in understanding what has
transpired. I'm also asking for your understanding if I

afternoon of Ja nuary 5, my mother, Loraine Fi tzgerald,
called me and was in tears. She told me a World-Herald

sound emotional about t his is sue be cause I am. On t he
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reporter had just called my father, former state senator Tom
Fitzgerald, and i n formed him that the home would no longer
be named after him if LB 903 passed in the Unicameral. As
you know, m y fa ther i s 85 years old. He suffered from
Alzheimer's dementia since 1994 an d is phy sically ve ry
frail. He has mem ory d ifficulties but he can remember
things that are very important to him. I talke d to him
about this is sue an d his quote was a very definite, firm
"fight it." And I have to honor what my father has asked me
t d . yh 1 1 f t h ~W L d - l d p t th
first word that any of us had received about this issue. We
were shocked that no one in the veterans or political
organizations have previously contacted us about LB 903. We
felt like we have been blindsided. We gathered as a f a mily
and discussed this. We w ere very upset with the veterans
and the p olitical systems that m y dad has vigorously
participated in fr o m the 1940s to 1994 when he could no
l onger participate. Although we were initially upset b y
1 1 R d , t h W~ td H 1 p t 11 t y f th
quickly realized that sh e h a d don e us a great favor by
informing us of this bill. We then called her and thanked
her for making us aware of this issue. If not for her call
and article, we would have no idea of when we would h ave
been informed of LB 903. Ny family discussed what we should
do and I s aid, I have to honor my father's wish, fight it.
We all agreed. Since then, we' ve been working every evening
t o get information about this bill out to anybody who w il l
listen to u s. This is obviously why I am here today.
Please allow me to present my case. This country that many
of you h ave fought for is about open debate on the issues.
This country is about respect and dignity to those who have
gone before us to hel p make this country great. In this
country, we preserve the honors bestowed upon our citizens
and soldiers. The honor my father received was sponsored by
41 senators. The bill in 1981 received overwhelming support
of the U nicameral and th e ve terans organizations, as my
sisters have shown you in their presentations. As they say,
that's history. In the last two weeks or so, my family and

have not f ound a sin gle p erson of the individuals we' ve
talked to that support LB 903. The comments have r anged
from, oh, Tom , that's t errible, t o statements I cannot
repeat here. Ny f ather was a ctive i n all the vet erans
organizations he was ent itled t o bel ong t o. He held

I have talked to at least 200 veterans around the state. We
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numerous leadership positions throughout the decades. He
s pent his own money on trips to Washington, D.C. He spen t
tens of thousands of hours travelling, at meetings, on the
phone, writing letters, and fundraising. When he retired
from the post office, he was elected to the Unicameral and,
from day one, was dedicated to getting a veterans h ome in
eastern Nebraska. He was told by the rich and powerful that
it couldn't be done. And I personally heard this in the
many rides down to Lincoln shared with other senators and
dignitaries. He per sisted and many who initially resisted
the home came on board a n d sai d t he res t is his tory.
Myself, my mo ther, my father, my sisters, and hundreds of
people we' ve been in contact with are dumbfounded that t his
bill even exists. We find no popular support for it. I
appeal to you to consider rejection of this bill. I also ,
I ' m winding her up here, I appeal to your sense of honor and
respect for t hose that h ave made this country a better
place. I appeal to your sense of preserving history. T his
i s a beautiful building we' re in to day . It 's bei n g
carefully restored right now. There are several rooms t hat
bear the names of those that we wish to honor, the George W.
Norris Legislative Chamber, the Moses P. Kinkaid Hearing
Room 1524. Should we just change that to Hearing Room 1524
and Legislative Hearing Room? I think not. T h ere are also
buildings in the state, or state parks I should say, Nahoney
State Park. Nahoney was alive when the park was named after
him. There are probably others, I am not aware of what they
are right now but we could research that. Anyway, you know,
we' re surrounded by history and tradition here. I 'm begg i n g
of you to preserve the history and tradition of the Thomas
Fitzgerald Veterans Home. In conc lusion, my father, an
ordinary working man, accomplished great things. His pe ers
honored him . He d id not seek the honor given him in 1981.
He was awarded by his peers. He achieved this honor, not
just because of the home, but because of his accomplishments
of a lifetime. I ask you to preserve his dignity, preserve
our h istory, respect the overwhelming acclimation that his
peers bestowed upon him. And one final unscripted comment,
one of your fi rst qu estions, Senator P ahls, wa s about
medals. I truly believe that once something is awarded, how
can you t ake i t away? It 's the same thing as the Purple
Heart that my dad got. This was awarded by his peers. It
was nonstandard, it was out of the ordinary, but he was out
of the ordinary. Thank you very much.
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SENATOR SCHIMEK: Thank you. Are there any questions or
comments? I, yes, go ahead, Senator Wehrbein.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Well, I was just going to say, for the
record, so there's no misunderstanding...

THOMAS FITZGERALD: Um -hum.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: . ..I inquired about Mahoney Park. But I
think most, that's nearly all private money. It was n ot a
state issue, it's p rivate money. There is s ome state
spending on the cabins but, by a n d large, the land was
secured by private money and that's the reason that that' s,
that exists as it does.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: I would like to follow up with a different
thought or suggestion. And you talked about coming d own t o
the Capitol and the fact that we have rooms here.

. .

THOMAS FITZGERALD: Um-hum.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: . ..named for different individuals, which
I think is highly appropriate. And it was my understanding,
and I could be wrong, that Senator Preister had talked with
your family. This may have been after you found out about
the bill but, at some point, had sat down and talked wi th
your family. And t hat one of the suggestions that he had
made was that it would be entirely appropriate to name a
room or a chapel or something within the facility, now I may
have my facts wrong on this, after your father. And I don' t
think, let me say that I don't think anybody means or meant
to dishonor your father. I think the honor was bestowed and
it can't be taken away. But in recognition of the fact that
there are so many veterans that probably should or could be
honored, I think that was part of the thinking behind all of
this. As well as the fact th a t it is g oing to be a
different facility now in a di fferent lo cation. But is
that, is my understanding of that conversation with Senator
Prei s t e r c or r ec t ?

THOMAS FITZGERALD: Essen tially...we contacted Senator
Preister afte r t he Wor ld-Herald article c ame o ut and
scheduled an appointment with him. We came down here and we
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had a cordial, probably 20, 30-minute discussion with h im ,
and that was one of the ideas he did bring up at that time,
that is correct. That was brought up several weeks ago.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: And I guess I would just like to then say
that, you know, the Capitol itself is probably never going
to have anybody's name on it.

THOMAS FITZGERALD: T hat is correct.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: It is more of a statewide facility. And
so I'd j ust like you to keep what I said in mind because I
don't think that anybody is trying to dishonor your father.
And, in fact, I don't think they can. I think that honor is
there and it was given, as you said, by his peers. We can' t
t ake t h a t awa y .

T HOMAS FITZGERALD: Tr u e .

SENATOR SCHIMEK: So t hank you. Any others? Seeing none,
t hank you very much for your testimony, we ap preciate it .
Are there an y others who wish to testify in opposition to
the bill? Any who wish to testify in a neutral c apacity?
Senator Preister has waived closing. So that will conclude
the hearing on LB 903. And I believe that Senator Louden is
in the room and he will open. Senator Louden on LB 996.

~L 9 96

SENATOR LOUDEN: ( Exhib i t s 1 , 2 , 3 , 4 , and 5 ) Th an k y ou ,
Senator Schimek and members of the committee. My name is
LeRoy Louden and that's spelled L-e-R-o-y L-o-u-d-e-n. And
I represent the 49th Legislative District and I'm here today
to introduce LB 996. LB 996 will make it possible for the
Nebraska Department of Veterans Affairs to go forward wi':h
the Nebraska State Vetinary (sic) System...Nebraska State
Veterans Cemetery System, get that straight. The High
Plains Veterans Cemetery Task Force in Box Butte County has
secured $75,000 in cash, in-kind donations, and pledges and
another $75,000 is ne eded for us to qualify to apply for
federal funds. Governor Heineman has included that $75,000
in his 2006 bu dget pr oposal, which will give us the
$150,000, or 10 percent, of the total cost o f con struction
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which is required before grant funds can be applied for. By
going forward with LB 996, the fed eral go vernment will
design, engineer, and construct the veterans cemetery. If
the Appropriations Committee includes Governor Heineman's
proposed $75,000 in the budget, LB 996 is needed t o allow
the state to ap propriate those funds. The bill's fiscal
note indicates that once cemeteries are bui lt, o perating
costs may be a G eneral Fund obligation. I would like to
e mphasize that the scenario of op erating costs b eing a n
obligation is only th e case if other n on-General Fund
sources are available, which the fiscal note p oints out.
Non-General Fund s ources are already committed for the
operation of the cemetery in Box Butte County. The city of
Alliance and th e co unty of Box Butte have already pledged
in-kind support in the approximate amount of about $125,000
annually. And this would break down into about $39,000 from
the county and $85,000 or $86,000 from the city. It should
be noted that these commitments were made in 2004 and the
numbers have not been a djusted for inflation since that
time. In addition, the veterans cemetery pr ovides f e deral
funds for each burial. It estimates 78 burials per year at
about $300 per b u rial, which would y ield over 515,000
annually in federal funds. I wou ld urge advancement of
LB 996 because of the huge benefits that will be re alized,
not only for our veterans, but to have a facility such as
this in the western r egion of Neb raska. The city of
Alliance and B o x Butte County have agreed to these in-kind
services, such as maintenance, bookkeeping, lawn care, a nd
snow removal to name a few . And this is the only state
veterans cemetery in the nation that has received this type
of support. It is, in fact, a historical cooperative effort
of city, county, and state that has been brought together to
honor military veterans. I have copies of letters from the
mayor of Alliance, also Dan Kusek, which will testify later,
the chair of the Hxgh Plains Veterans Cemetery Task Fo rce,
"Cap" Brixius, a Bo x Butte County Commissioner, and the
director of the Fort NcPherson National Cemetery at Maxwell,
Nebraska. And I'd like these to be entered into the record.
I ' d b e h a p p y t o an s w e r a ny ques t i o n s y o u ma y h a v e .

SENATOR SCHINEK: Thank you, Senator Louden. Senator B rown
has a q u e s t i on .

SENATOR BROWN: Senator Lo uden, d o you have numbers for
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individuals who, in the western part of t he state, whose
families have requested their, or who wish to be buried in a
veterans cemetery and there was not...

SENATOR LOUDEN: Well, yes.

SENATOR BROWN:
what . . .

SENATOR LOUDEN: Okay, I' ll put it this way. Yes, there are
some sitting on the mantel waiting. But these were usually
private conversations, you know, and I wouldn't want to say.
But there are several people that have already indicated a
choice of that already.

SENATOR BROWN: The reason I was asking is because of the
numbers that you talked about in terms of burials that...

SENATOR LOUDEN: Seventy-eight burials per year.

SENATOR BROWN: Yes, yes, and where, how was that number.

SENATOR LOUDEN: I think by averaging what they do in other
cemeteries and areas and the amount of veterans in the area
that are p robably being deceased. Bec ause, I mean, the
veterans service officer in your counties, you know, have an
idea on how many veterans are passing on because they have
to do t hat as pa r t of their book work to take care of
veterans. Because all of them, they buy them all a flag and
some of them they buy a stone. So there are so me nu mbers
out there. Whether these numbers came from exactly that,
but my observation i s th a t I thi n k those nu mbers w i ll
probably be greater than that for a while.

SENATOR BROWN: Th a n k y ou .

SENATOR SCHINEK: Are ther e a ny oth ers? Seeing none,
S enato r Lo u d en , t h a n k y o u v e r y m u c h .

SENATOR LOUDEN: Th a n k y ou .

S ENATOR SCHINEK: We ' ll now take proponents o f the bill .
Senator Hxlgert, nice to see you.

Is there any w ay to quantify those, is
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JOHN H I L GERT: (Exhibit 6) Good to see you. Good
afternoon, Senator Schimek, members of t he Go vernment,
Military and Veterans Affairs Committee. I am John Hilgert,
J-o-h-n H-i-l-g-e-r-t, director of the Nebraska Dep a r t m ent
of Veterans Affairs, which i s the state agency that is
charged, by statute, to administer the Ne braska v eterans
cemetery system. The Nebraska Department of Ve terans
Affairs supports the passage of LB 996. LB 996 is a f airly
simple bill that basically restores the position of the two
veterans cemetery projects in Box Butte and Hall Counties to
where they stood prior to le gislative changes that t ook
place in 2000 and 2005. If Mr. Dunker is not...

SENATOR SCHIMEK: If you want to just.

J OHN HILGERT: I ' l l j u s t . . .

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Sherry will take care of it. Thank you,
S herry .

JOHN HILGERT: The mechanism that was in put place by those
bills...thank you, Sherry.

S HERRY SHAFFER: Yo u ' r e w e l c o me .

JOHN HILGERT: By t hose bills for the benefit of a possible
Sarpy County state v eterans cemetery remains unaltered by
this legislation. There's a lot of exciting things going on
in this state and using Senator H a rtnett's S t ate Veterans
Cemetery Advisory Board, we look forward to communicating
and collaborating with folks all across Nebraska as we build
a state veterans cemetery system. The letter that I' m
handing out is from 2nd Congressional District, Lee Terry,
who's in favor of LB 996 and also is workin g v er y c l o se l y
with those i n Sarpy Co unty on their efforts. I want to
recognize the community effort led by the Hig h Pla ins
Veterans Cemetery Task Fo rce for its efforts to raise the
funds the state will match upon passage o f LB 996. That
will amount t o the req uisite funds t o proceed with the
development of the state v e terans c emetery i n Box Butte
County. The High Plains Veterans Cemetery Task Force is a
community-based organization, comprised of rep resentatives
of veterans ser vice organizations, local g overnment
representatives, business interests, Box Butte D evelopr ent
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Corporation, and others. And as Senator Louden said, both
Box Butte County and the ci ty of Alliance has offered to
assist in the operation and maintenance expenses associated
with the state veterans cemetery. I also want to recognize
the city of Alliance for agreeing to do nate the pr operty
upon which the state veterans cemetery will be located. All
told, it has been an impressive effort of a community coming
together and pa rtnering with the state to achieve a shared
goal. Please a dvance LB 996 and wo uld welcome any
q uest i o n s .

SENATOR S CHIMEK: Thank you, Director Hilgert. Are there
questions? Seeing, oh, yes, Senator Wehrbein.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: This then in ro way impacts Bellevue and
the efforts going on in the Bellevue area?

JOHN H ILGERT: It certa inly do e sn't hurt the efforts in
Bellevue whatsoever. Cer tainly, I think it might assist
them in a way because one of the variables, and there are
variables in thzs . The stat e do e s not ope rate s tate
veterans cemeteries. And , over time, you need to develop
the skill set necessary and a track record to tal k about
financial obligations and operating expenses. Through the
construction of this cemetery system, we' ll be able to not
only have t hat skill set , but ha v e a tra ck record of
operating systems and costs that wi l l assist t hem in
estimating what their costs might be.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: O kay, thank you, John.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: S eeing no others, thank you for being with
us.

JOHN HILGERT: Thank you very much.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: We appreciate it. Next proponent, whoever
wants to go next. Maybe those who came the furthest should
get to go first.

D AN KUSEK: Good afternoon, Senators. That might be me. M y
name is Dan Kusek, D-a-n K-u-s-e-k. I j ust drove in from
the Panhandle this morning and to kind of let you know where
Alliance zs, Alliance is in the middle of the 11 counties in
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the Panhandle. As I drove the roughly 390 miles down there
this morning, that is further than what it would take me to
drive to th e ca pitols of So uth D akota, Wyoming, and
Colorado. So , and I'm glad that you have the wind today.
It was calm in the Panhandle when I lef t th is mo rning.
(Laughter) Tha nk you for having this hearing. As I said,
my name is Dan Kusek. I reside i n Alliance. I'm the
chairman of the Hxgh Plains Veterans Cemetery Task Force.
I ' m a member of the Alliance City Council, starting my tenth
year on the council. I s erved as mayor of Alliance from
1998 to 2002. If I would, Senator, I would read part of my
letter into the record and you have a copy of it there. But
today, January 26, 1,500 American heroes, roughly, will die.
Those are 15 (sic) veterans who put their lives on the line
to protect and de fend our na tion and o u r way of life.
Tomorrow, another 1,500, approximately, will die. On the
next day, another 1,500 and the next another 1,500 and so on
and so on . It is estimated that t his yea r, 2006,
approximately 600,000 of our 19 million veterans will p ass
away. That 's 60 0,000 rifle volleys will break the somber
silence. The sorrowful but peaceful notes of Taps will echo
across America; day is done, gone the sun, from the la ke,
from the hills, from the sky, all is well, softly rest, God
i s nigh. LB 996 will speed up the process of the state o f
Nebraska joining her si ster states in cr eating state
veterans cemeteries in Nebraska. Military cemeteries were
in essence created by Abraham L incoln on t h e hallowed
grounds of Gettysburg in 1863. The re's over 60 cemeteries
now in o ver 30 states and the territory of Guam. Congress
created the state cemetery system to augment their national
system. The let ter that you have in your packet from the
director of Fort McPherson states some f acts and fi gures
from that c emetery, which is over 100 years old, and his
support of anything that will assist the national cemetery
system in duly honoring our veterans. As I said, LB 996
will speed up th e pr ocess. Our Hig h Pl ains Veterans
Cemetery Task Force was formed in September of 2003 to raise
funds for the cem etery in Box Butte County. T o date, we
have raised, in pledges and cash, about $84,000. The m oney
is held in an account with the Nebraska Foundation. We are
a small group in the Pa nhandle and a ll parts of the
Panhandle who are raising funds who will continue to raise
funds. And I think long in the future, there will be groups
that are raising funds fo r the upk eep, o perations, and
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maintenance of this cemetery and the others. Congressmen
Tom Osborne's office was i n strumental in ge tting this
p roject off the ground again after the Legislature in 20 01
removed the ap propriations fr om Governor Johanns' budget.
Former Governor Nike J ohanns, present Gove rnor Dave
Heineman, U.S. Senator Chuck Hagel, U.S. Senator Ben Nelson,
former U.S. Senator Bob Kerrey have all supported our group
and have made radio ads that have aired in the Panhandle to
help raise funds for this project. Our objective is near.
We' ve been working on it a long time. The idea first came
up in Al liance in t he early 1 990s. The Alliance City
Council, in December of 1995, passed a resolution supporting
the acquisition of a national cemetery near Alliance on the
site of t h e old Alliance Army Air Base. The Alliance Army
Air Base, during Wor ld W ar II, was th e hom e of about
15,000 paratroopers. Those paratroopers trained there on
that 6,000 acres of that airport that s till ha s some of
those same active runways. I think our main runway, at
9,200 feet, is still the second or third longest runway in
the state of Nebraska. When the war was over, the federal
government, the Department of War, gave that land back to
the civvy of Alliance. When they trained there, the people
that trained there were the 403rd Troop C arrier Group, th e
326th Glider Infantry, the 434th Troop Carrier Group, the
507th Paratroop Infantry, the 411th Base Squadron, and the
845th WAC Post Headquarters Group. The 14,000 paratroopers
of the 507th trained there in early 1944. They shipped out
to England where they were assigned to the 82nd Airborne
Division. And late on June 5 and e arly on Ju ne 6, 19 44,
those paratroopers jumped into France to lead the invasion
of Europe. It is sacred ground there, the land that we have
pic'ed out. Act ually, the la nd , the 20 acres t hat we
donated, or offered to donate to the state, was picked out
by then-Director Fickenscher of t he Nebr aska Veteran
Affairs. Congress started this in 1978. There was nothing
in Nebraska law that would create a cemetery in Ne braska.
In 1997, I believe it was, then 49th District Senator Bob
W ickersham introduced LB 820 which would cr eate a stat e
veterans cemetery near Alliance. The Legislature defeated
that bill.

SENATOR SCHINEK: And, Nr. Kusek, can I stop you there?

DAN KUSEK: Ye s .
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SENATOR SCHIMEK: Because I think we have a lot of this, I
mean, I think we have a lot of this kind of background. But
we need an opportunity to ask you some questions if you...

DAN KUSEK: That would be great, thank you.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Yes. D oes anyone have any qu estions at
this point a bout the bill itself, as to whether we need to
approve this concept or not?

DAN KUSEK: The only thing I can add on that , and ma ybe
Director Hilgert would know if they' ve changed the law at
the federal level. My understanding of the federal level
was that this money that was put up, this 10 percent for the
design work, soil sampling, and all that kind of stuff, when
the cemetery was built, that money would be returned to the
state of Nebraska so that i t could t hen be us e d in a
permanent endowment or a m aintenance and operations fund.
So it used to be that way, I don't know if it still is or
not .

SENATOR SCHIMEK: And I think that's what our fiscal note
indicates so, yes, that's helpful. Thank you.

DAN KUSEK: So I guess with our money and the $75,000 t h at
the Governor has ag reed to loan, we can get this done. I
would tell you, Senator, I think there are, they estimate
about 10,000 veterans are located in th e 11 P anhandle
counties. And total, with this 20 acres, they talk about
perhaps there would be 9,000 burial plots in there, total.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Seei ng no other questions, we thank you
very much for coming all that distance to be with us today.

DAN KUSEK: Th a n k yo u , Se n a to r .

SENATOR SCHIMEK: You' re welcome. Next proponent?

CASPER BRIXIUS : Than k y ou , Sen a t o r .

SENATOR SCHIMEK: You' re welcome.

CASPER BRIXIUS : I ' m Ca s p e r Br i x i u s , B- r - i - x - i - u - s . I ' m t h e
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vice chairman of this task force. I'm also a count y
commissioner and have been for 14 years. And I'm a retired
Marine, so I have a pretty soft part in my heart fo r t his
cemetery, to see it built. And I'm just sorry that Pat and
Olivia Dillon, who s tarted this m ovement, isn't around
anymore to s e e it fin ished. What we have did with the
county, our veterans service officer will be helping in the
administrative part of people coming in to be buried there.
I ' m also on the frying squad for the VFW and I can tell you,
we have put an awful lot of veterans. Our World War I I
veterans are getting thinner and thinner every year. And so
the longer we wait to finish this project, the more and more
o f t h em w e w i l l b e b ur y i ng i n c i v i l i an c em e t e ri e s . And I ' m
sure they would love to be in a veterans cemetery. I have
no other written statement so if you have any questions, I'd
be glad to answer them.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: We do appreciate your coming all this
distance. You' re Box Butte County Commissioner?

CASPER BRIXIUS: Y es, I am.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Correct. I don't see any other questions,
but thank you so much for your time.

CASPER BRIXIUS : Tha n k yo u , Se n a to r .

SENATOR SCHIMEK: You' re welcome. Are there others who wish
to testify as a proponent?

JOHN THOM PSON: Senato r Sch i me k , J ohn
T-h-o-m-p-s-o-n, from the other end of the s ta t e ,
Nebraska. And as long as we' re not under oath, I
that I' ve breezed the bricks and cruised the butte
once sped or mad e an illegal U -turn out in
(Laughter) As long as we' re not under oath.

SENATOR LOUDEN: Bless your heart.

JOHN THOMPSON: ( Exhibit 7) I had a cousin who lived o u t
there and one who was a principal of the high school years
ago. And so I'm very familiar with the ar ea . I'm here
representing Memorial Ridge of the Midlands in Sarpy County.
And just to , I had one-time concern, no longer concerned

Thompson,
B el l e v u e ,

can say
and never
A l l i a n c e .
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about how this bill might affect the long-term impact of the
Sarpy event. At one time we had passed a bill that actually
precluded the federal government from being able to help. I
just want t o ma k e sure t hat this one didn't do the same
thing. And it appears that's all cleared. I'm horribly in
favor of e v erything that's going on out in the Alliance
area, it's a great thing. A lso, if I cou ld, h ave t hree
minutes to just d iscuss where we are there and we' re not
s i t t i n g s t i l l . We h ave , I ' v e g ot a t h i ng f r om MAPA w h o i s
an agency that does census taking.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Is that to be distributed, excuse me.

J OHN THOMPSON: Y e s .

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Okay.

JOHN THOMPSON: It could be distributed. It shows from the
NAPA area, we have approximately 172,000 veterans in our
75-mile radius, which would, according to MAPA, qualify for
a national cemetery. There's still some discussion as to

really, our intent a t the beg inning wa s to look at a
national cemetery because of t he size of the veteran
population. At one time, we were told it was not to be.
And recently we have been encouraged to pursue that, which
would be to the benefit of one and all because it would take
the approximately, we hav e a verbal comm itment of
$1.5 million for purchasing ground, a verbal which should go
hard in th e next couple o f mo nths, where we can start
purchasing ground. We ' ve been told that it 's f avorably
looked upon o n whether it's national or a state veterans
cemetery, if the ground is donated, even though the national
says they'd do that, i t's b etter t o hav e t he gr ound
available, ready to go. So we have not been standing still.
We' re looking forward to pursuing a national, and not to
exclude the state veterans cemetery if ne cessary, but a
national is, from all perspectives, even from just the honor
of what a national brings, it's an interesting thing to look
for for the state of Nebraska. So that's where we are now.
W e' re still excited after four years of going t h rough t h e
process, that seemed like a good idea to put forward at the
time, it's taken a lot longer. We' re undaunted and we ' re
working with our congressman to move forward on that. And

whose census i s more reliable. But we did not want to
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just wanted to let you know that we' re part of the whole
state. We ' re l ooking f orward t o wha t happens out in
Alliance, too.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: We appreciate your testimony very m uch.
Are there any questions of Mr. Thompson? Seeing none, hank
you for being with us today.

JOHN THOMPSON: O k ay, thank you.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Are there any others who wish to testify
as a proponent of the bill? Is this the last pr oponent, I
should a s k . Ar e t h er e any ot h er s?

JIM CADA: Good afternoon, Senator Schimek.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: G ood afternoon.

JIM CADA: Members of the committee, my name zs Jim Cada,
C-a-d-a, an attorney xn Lincoln, Nebraska, a ve t e r a n of t he
Vietnam War, member of the Military of the Purple Heart, and
a member of the Veterans Council of Nebraska, and many other
veterans org anizations throughout th e state . We, as
veterans, are very proud of the work that Se nator H ilgert
has done for t h e ve terans of Ne braska since he's been
selected. And we' re extremely proud of the effort that he' s
put forth in putting this legislation before you. We, as
veterans, are, see this legislation as the beginning of a
groundswell to add not only the cemetery in Alliance, but to
a ssist with a couple of others in the state of Nebraska a s
this goes on. And hopefully we will make this long-awaited
dream a reality if you will put this le gislation forward.
T hank you v e r y m u c h .

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Thank you, Mr . Cade. Are th ere any
comments or questions? Seeing none, you' re off the hook.

J IM CADA: Th a nk y ou .

SENATOR SCHIMEK: N ext proponent?

JOHN LIEBSACK: John Liebsack, L-i-e-b-s-a-c-k, it's good to
see you again this afternoon. Thanks for the opportunity to
testify. The Nebraska Veterans Council has made LB 996 its
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priority issue in this season. As a Douglas County veterans
service officer in Omaha, Nebraska, I have to tell you that
we' re excited about the Nebraska veterans cemetery system.
Because eventually it's going to come this direction and we
have lots and lots of people that are going to use a state
or national cemetery, especially if it's located in that

cemetery is that it doesn't distinguish between one person
or another. It 's not named after anybody and everyone is
treated so equal that that's where they wo uld ra ther be .
There aren't any big shrines and that sort of thing. That' s

immediate area. And one of the draws of a national or state

a l l I hav e . Than k s .

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Thank you, again. Any questions? Seeing
none, we appreciate your testimony. Are there any ot hers
who wish to tes tify in favor of LB 996? Any opposition?
Any in a neutral capacity? See ing n one, I, oh , Se nator
Louden waives closing. And that will conclude the hearing
on LB 996 and will move us to the next hearing o n LB 7 7 1.
Senator Friend has been waiting.

LB 7 1

SENATOR FRIEND: Thank you, Madam Chairman and members of
t he Government Committee. For the record, my name i s Mik e
Friend, F-r-i-e-n-d, and I r epresent the 10th Legislative
District in northwest Omaha. I'm here to introduce LB 771
at the request of the Nebraska State Treasurer's office.
It's a brief bill and I'm going to be brief a s w el l . So
LB 771 would authorize the State Treasurer, in the capacity
as trustee under th e Uniform D i sposition o f Unc laimed
Property Act to make pay ments toward child support
arrearages when the o b ligor, obligor...Madam Chairwoman,
h elp me .

SENATOR S CHIMEK:
( Laughte r )

SENATOR FRIEND: The obligor under the support order is the
owner of un claimed property. So what this is, to me, it' s
good government. What you' re staring at here is, with this
legislation, practically speaking, if unclaimed property,
l e t ' s s ay $1 5 0 , $1 0 0 , $1 5 0 , whatever the case might be, was

It's all your bill, Senator Friend.
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found under the name o f a person who had an arrearage in
child support, the St ate Treasurer would be authorized to
disburse that money to the custodial parent in co mpliance
with the su pport order. So I know State Treasurer Ross is
here to speak a little bit to this. And so if you have any
specific questions in reg ard to, you know, part of the, I
guess, the whys and wherefores, he can probably deal w ith
that. With tha t, I just wan ted t o say thanks and any
questions, I'd be happy to answer if I could.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Senator Fr iend, how about so meone is
obliged to pay the bill?

SENATOR FRIEND: That would be the person who hasn't claimed
the...yeah, we, and I have worked in that arena to address a
lot of that as I think you probably remember some of it.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Are there any questions of Senator Friend?
S eeing none , t ha n k y o u v e r y m u ch .

SENATOR FRIEND: You' re welcome.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: We appreciate your being with us.

SENATOR FRIEND: And now I have to get back to Judiciary so,
t hank y o u .

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Okay, thank you.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: This was Judiciary. (Laughter)

SENATOR FRIEND: You sc ared me for a second. This is too
good a committee and too good looking, too...(Laughter)

SENATOR FISCHER: And the room is not full.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Good afternoon.

RON ROSS: (Exhibit 1) Good afternoon, Senator Schimek and
members of t he committee. For the record, my name is Ron
Ross, R-o-s-s, and I'm the State Treasurer. And I'm here to
testify zn support of L B 771. And tha n k you , S enator
Friend, for introducing the bill. Less than a year ago, you
worked with me on LB 476. It was a bill to help us improve
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the way we notify people who are t h e rig htful o wners o f
unclaimed property. This committee recommended putting the
bill on your consensus calendar and it became law just a few
months ago. Thank you for all your efforts in ge tting a
common sense, good government idea across the finish line.
As State Treasurer, one of the business units I oversee is
the Unclaimed Property Division, which has a variety of
statutory responsibilities relating to holders and owners of
abandoned property. After a holder has held property for a
period of time, usually three to five years depending upon
the type of property, the s tatutes say th e pr operty is
presumed to be abandoned by the owner. The holder has a due
diligence obligation to lo cate the owner but if the owner
cannot be located and the abandonment period has passed, the
holder then is required to report the property to the State
Treasurer as un claimed property. There are many types of
property that ar e su bject to these r equirements, for
example, gift certificates, stock certificates, utility
deposits, payroll checks, and many others. In the past
year, we h ave m ade t remendous progress in th e w ay we
administer unclaimed property. And I'm very proud o f the
employees in the Unclaimed Property Division. For example,
zn the last fiscal year, which was our record year, we paid
about $6.6 million in cla ims to the rightful owners. And
these numbers will be dwarfed in 2006 because we are already
a t $6.5 million through January. What accounts fo r thi s
i nc r e a s e ? Several things...first, last year in the
appropriations process, the Legislature gave us one more FTE
to work claims. And this has made a huge difference. We
call the position the driller because instead of responding
to claims, they proactively go out and drill our database to
actively find owners. In the seven mo nths s ince the
position was cr eated, the driller has been able to locate
a nd recommend payment on cl aims amounting to nearl y
$900,000. I think th e rightful owners of Nebraska would
agree with me that this was a very good us e of unc laimed
p roper t y f und s . Second, we h ave a l so mad e gr e at
improvements in our auditing efforts. Our goal has been to
increase holder compliance. The fir st step i s to get
noncompliant holders to understand the law. So we conducted
a dozen or so holder education seminars across the state and
we are seeing good results. We are also sending out letters
to the business community, CPAs, and attorneys asking them
to partner with us towards greater compliance and reminding
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them that these audits could r esult in pe nalties and
interest. This bill before you, LB 771, would help us make
further improvements. Right now, when a noncustodial parent
has an arrearage owed to a custodial parent and t he non
custodial parent also has unclaimed property, we probably
don't have the authority to pay unclaimed property t o t h e
custodial parent. This bil l wo uld allow us to pay the
unclaimed property to the custodial parent. And what we
h ave in mind is to credit that payment t owards t h e
arrearage. Since the State Treasurer administers both the
unclaimed property and the child support payment center, the
left hand d oes know what the right hand is doing. We have
the ability to do this. LB 771 would give us the authority
to do it and th i s is not a c ompletely novel approach.
Similar things are done right no w wi t h Nebraska l ottery
winnings and w ith tax refunds. Thank you, I'd be happy to
answer any of your questions and I would appreciate being
able to work with you again in moving forward with another
good b i l l .

SENATOR SCHINEK: Th an k you , Nr . Tr e asu r e r . Ar e t h er e
questions? Yes, Senator Wehrbein has a question.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Two thin gs, d o you have active cases
right now where this would fity

RON ROSS: We h ave had in th e recent pa st. We had a
situation where a lady passed away and she was a grandmother
to five kids. And as we were working with the kids on this
money, it became apparent that one of them had a significant
arrearage. And so, in those cases, we then went to the
county attorney and sa id, you kn ow, t his p erson is in
arrears, we thank that you ought to work with th e co urt
system so that that settlement takes into consideration the
money t h a t w e h ave .

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: As in inherited, a s som ebody t h at
i nhe r i t ed . . .

RON ROSS : Yeah , in that particular situation, that's how
that money came to that person.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: If you were to get some money, let's say
you had a case like this and I assume most of it's due on
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monthly payments. Now do you apply the whole thing o r do
you just take that next monthly payment out?

RON ROSS: Our suggestion would be to allow us to put that
money that becomes abandoned, we find out and you a s k for
that money that's yours, but you owe money in child support,
that we would b e able to put that money towards the child
support. It would go through the charge system. You'd get
credit for it. The court system would know that...

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: O kay.

RON ROSS: Your arrearage would come down by that amount.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: If there's past due, you'd make it up and
then just maybe leave it in for the future?

RON ROSS: Yeah , if you owed 91,000 and we had $2,000 for
you, $1,000 would go towards the credit, you'd get the other
$1,000. If you only got $1,000 from us but you' re S2,000 in
arrears, that person would get $1,000.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Th a nk y ou .

SENATOR SCHINEK: S enator Burling has a question.

SENATOR BURLING: Treasurer Ross, thank you.
applies only to arrears, right?

RON ROSS: That's correct.

SENATOR BURLING: Okay, I wanted to make that clear..

RON ROSS: Y es, that's correct.

SENATOR BURLING: . ..and I probably did, thank you.

SENATOR S C H I NEK:
q uest > o n .

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: One minute, then I misunderstood. I, it
would only a p ply to arr ears so I thought I heard you say
that you would set it aside and pay out, you won't do that?

This bill

Seeing no further, oh, whoops, one last
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RON ROSS: No .

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: I mean, they could, all that would do is
catch them up to date, but there could be none s et aside.
You said you would work with...

RON ROSS: Only the arrears.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: O k ay.

RON ROSS : If that person is in compliance with the court
order and they' re not in arrears, they ought to g et the ir
money.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Yea h , o kay .

RON ROSS : But if th ey' re in arrears, we think that that
unclaimed property money ought to go satisfy that arrear.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Th a nk y ou .

RON ROSS: We think it's good government and I hope you guys
agree with us, and ladies.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Now seeing no further questions, thank you
for being with us.

R ON ROSS: Th a n k y o u ve r y m u c h .

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Are there any others who wish t o testify
in favor of LB 771? Any in opposition to LB 771? Any in a
neutral capacity? See ing none, Senator Burling, would you
lake to preside while I introduce LB 921?

B 92 1

S ENATOR BURLING: Oka y, we' re ready t o ope n on LB 9 2 1 .
S enato r Sc h i m e k .

SENATOR S CHIMEK: ( Exhib i t I ) Yes , t h ank yo u , Se n a t o r
Burling and members of the Government, Military and Veterans
Affairs Committee. For the rec ord, m y na me is DiA nna
Schimek and I represent th e 27th Legislative District in
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Lincoln. I'm here to introduce LB 921, which makes changes
in the two divisions, I should say the oversight of the two
divisions, of the Department o f Adm inistrative Services.
And with t his bill, th e chief in formation officer will
provide oversight for the division of co mmunications, or
DOC, and the information management services, which is IMS,
division within the Department of Administrative Services.
I am ha ving, by the way, distributed two different charts.
And currently the D epartment of Ad ministrative Services
provides oversight for the two divisions. Under the bill,
if you' ll look at the charts, you' ll notice that both t he
chief information officer and t h e director of DAS report
d irectly to the Governor. Under LB 921, the department o f
communications and the IMS division will report directly to
the chief information officer, not the DAS director. Over
the yea rs, there has been in creasing overlap in the
functions and issues of the chief information officer and
the division of commu nications and the inf ormation
management services division. It seems to make sense to put
the two divisions under the chief information officer to
encourage continued cooperation and communication. And I
b elieve Brenda Decker, the chief i n formation officer, i s
here to testify and wi l l give further details about the
bill. So I think the chart will help to understand this and
I ' d b e h a p p y t o answer any questions that you might have.

SENATOR BURLING: Any questions for Senator Schimek? I see
n one, t h an k y o u v e r y m u ch .

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Th a n k y ou .

BRENDA DECKER: Thank you, Senator Schimek, Senator Burling,
and members of the Government, Military and Veterans Affairs
Committee. My name is Bre nda Decker and I am the chief
information officer for the state of Nebraska. Decke r is
spelled D-e-c-k-e-r. I'm here to tes tify in favor of
LB 921. This legislation would move the oversight of the
division of communications and i n formation management
s ervices division from t he DAS dir ector to the chi ef
information officer. The purpose of requesting this change
is to create a clearer integration of information technology
policy and operations within Nebraska's state government.
In 1998, the Legislature created the Nebraska Information
Technology Commission and t he offic e of the chief
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information officer. This legislation clearly creat.ed the
chief information officer to address the policy issues of
the state that are related to information technology. The
chief information officer is appointed by the Governor and
confirmed by the Legislature. For administrative purposes,
the office of t h e chief information officer is located in
the Department of Administrative Services. The operational
aspects related to technology are also in existence in the
Department of Administrative Services under the division of
communications and information management services division.
These two d ivisions currently report to the DAS director.
Over the past year, in cooperation with former DAS director
Lori McClurg and now-acting DAS director Gerry Olzgmueller,
we have been examining methods to in tegrate policy and
operations more seamlessly. We believe that by providing a
direct linkage between policy and operational outcomes, the
result will b e a better f ocal p oint for comprehensive
leadership of IT within the state. I wish to be very c lear
that this is not a re quest to create a new agency, but a
reassignment of the statutory reporting structure that is
intended to provide m ore ef ficiency and mo re effective
information technology management. I'd like to d escribe a
couple of the items that we' ve worked on over the past year
that demonstrates why we believe this would be a positive
change in how information tec hnology is cur rently
s t r u c t u r e d . Through the c ouncils of the Nebraska
Information Technology Commission, we have established a
strategy called shared services. Shared se rvices is a
concept that uses the build once, use many times philosophy
f or providing service. Our first shared service that w a s
rolled out was Bla ckBerry service. BlackBerrys are
hand-held devices that can be worn that interface with your
e-mail and y our ca lendars and can even have phone service
put on them. As we began meeting with state agencies, we
discovered that s everal state agencies were thinking about
implementing their own BlackBerry services and each a gency
was looking at it for less than five users. By bringing
together the policy people u nder th e N IT C councils and
attaining agreement that this would be a shared service, the
operational div ision res ponsible for e-mail and the
operational division responsible for communications deployed
the statewide BlackBerry service that has over 42 customers
in 10 agencies. We deployed the service for approximately
$9,000 to state government. Had each of these ten agencies
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deployed this service on their own for their five users, the
state would've spent over $28,000 and that does not include
the time of the personnel in eac h agency th at wou ld be
supporting this service. It should also be noted that when
we brought this group together to br ainstorm about th e
possibilities of services that co uld be sha red between
agencies, a list of app roximately 40 items developed.
Another exa mple of the met hods w e' ve been e xploring
surrounds the topic of security and disaster recovery. As
we look at what the state's policies and standards should be
related to in formation technology security and recovering
f rom a disaster, i t becomes i ncreasingly difficult t o
separate the policy issues from the operational issues. We
have found that by using the policy-driven groups of the
NITC to discuss how the state will operate, we have a much
s tronger position to work f rom i n establishing how th e
operational areas will provide service. For example, in the
area related to se curity, we have found that as we offer
more services directly to ci tizens and pa rtners in the
business community, it be comes more critical that we are
able to identify the products and the services that the
state will standardize on. We need to ensure that we can
identify the issue s related to authorization and
authentication. Authorization is the piece of security that
ensures you' re able t o get to yo ur information but not
everyone else' s. Authentication is the piece of sec urity
that en s u r es w e k n o w who y ou a r e an d y o u ar e who y o u s a y y o u
are when yo u co me in. As w e find the products that will
allow us to handle security as an enterprise, we continue to
look for operational efficiencies that l ower e veryone' s
costs and risks. One of the most positive outcomes of this
exercise has b een the piece related to enterprise
purchasing. We have started working with the various groups
to standardize on various software and hardware products and
to make enterprise purchases. Our fir st two software
contracts alone saved state agencies over $450,000 annually.
We continue to ex plore other c ontracts with a gencies,
including the university, through this process and have had
preliminary conversations with cities and counties to share
in these contracts as well. In closing, I'd like to mention
that there ar e three councils of the Nebraska Information
Technology Commission. They are the community council, the
education council, and the state government council. The
membership on these councils is somewhat s elf-explanatory.
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By integrating the o p erational aspects of in formation
technology with state government, with the policy groups of
the NITC, we believe we have the opportunity to collaborate
with K20 e ducation, as well as cities and counties as we
continue to explore serving the citizens of Nebraska. I'd
be happy to answer any questions the committee may have.

SENATOR BURLING: Than k you very much for your testimony.
Are there any questions for Ms. Decker' ?

( Recorder ma l f u n c t i on )

SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Thank you, Senator Burling. Are you
familiar with these charts that were handed out?

BRENDA DECKER: Ye s , I am.

SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Okay, is the, Brenda, is the chief
information officer appointed by the Governor or reports to
t he Governo r n o w ?

BRENDA DECKER: Yes .

SENATOR LANGEMEIER: So if , in the structure proposed by
LB 921, using that format, which LB 921 would, and assuming
this is correct, that wo uld el iminate the DAS dep uty
d i r e c t o r , Don n a P e t e r s o n , an d . . .

BRENDA DECKER: No ,
p roposed ch a r t i s
continued to fan out
14 d i v i s i o ns o f DAS
would continue to be
d iv i s i on t h en , and
d ivx s x ons o f D A S w o u

SENATOR LANGEMEIER: So on the second one then, Gerry would
still have somebody to look over?

BRENDA DECKER: Ye s .

n o, Senator, what h appened on thi s
the DAS s tructure isn't fanned out,

There are, I believe there are
So the DAS director, deputy director,

in existence and t hen th e building
the accounting division, and the other

ld remain under the DAS director.

SENATOR LANGEMEIER:
out .

(Inaudxble) that's just not expanded



Transcript Prepared by the Clerk of the Legislature
Transcriber's Office

LB 921Committee on Government, Military
and Veterans Affairs
J anuary 2 6 , 200 6
Page 42

BRENDA DECKER: Ye s , e xac t l y .

SENATOR LANGEMEIER: O k ay, thank you.

SENATOR BURLING: Any other questions? Senator Wehrbein.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: This looks very good, Brenda. On your
BlackBerry and thzs, I was struck, you t ipped your h and,
that you s a id, you gave us discovered. And I assume that
eventually you would have caught that under NITC. But, I
mean, under this, the new scenario, you would have caught
that much quicker, that th ere could've b een a lot of
duplication. You simply caught it earlier. We would catch
it earlier under this scenario rather than later as you were
d escr i b i n g .

BRENDA DECKER: It ' s our intention, Senator, that th at' s
exactly what would happen. Because right now we have those
both existing in DAS. But agen cies will come to the
division of communications and, for example, say, we need to
do this. And the division of communications would provide
the service. The question is , h a s t he di vision of
communications then coordinated with all the other agencies?
And we think the NITC structure gives us the ability then to
bring those people together.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: And they would go to you rather than the
acting DAS director right now, right?

BRENDA DECKER: Ye s , s i r , t h at , we ho pe so .

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: ( Laugh) Okay .

SENATOR BURLING: O k ay, Senator Mines.

SENATOR MINES: Thank you, Senator Burling. Brenda, nice to
s ee you .

BRENDA DECKER: Ni c e t o see you , Sen a t or .

SENATOR MINES: Is DAS in support of this?

BRENDA DECKER: Yes , Sen a t o r , t h ey ar e .
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SENATOR NINES: Okay, and is NITC in support of this?

BRENDA DECKER: Ye s , Sen a t o r , t h ey ar e .

SENATOR NINES: They are, okay. And in the chart itself,
there's a dotted line between chief information officer and
DAS, what does that mean?

BRENDA DECKER: What that means, Senator, is that since we
both report to the Governor but we both exist under DAS, we
closely coordinate to make sure that we do continue to have
that administrative situation. For example, I do not ha ve
my own legal staff. So I use the DAS legal staff. I do not
have my own personnel staff. I use the DAS personnel group.
I would not go out and purchase my own buildings, obviously,
those kinds of things. So it's a coordination structure.

SENATOR NINES: There's not a reporting requirement.

BRENDA DECKER: No .

SENATOR NINES: .. .either way, is that correct?

BRENDA DECKER: Th at i s cor r ec t .

SENATOR NINES: Okay , and would no t be, under this new
format. That's it, thank you so much.

BRENDA DECKER: Th a n k y ou .

S ENATOR BURLING: Thank you. Any other questions? Seein g
none, thanks for your testimony.

BRENDA DECKER: Th a nk y ou .

SENATOR BURLING: Is t here further proponent testimony for
LB 921? Any opponents to LB 921? Neutral testimony? And
Senator Schimek waives closing so th at will close the
hearing on LB 921. I' ll turn the meeting back to Sen ator
Schimek.

SENATOR SCHINEK: Thank you, Senator Burling. And that will
conclude the hearings for the day.


