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The Education Committee of the Nebraska Legislature convened
on Tuesday, April 12, 2005 at 8:30 a.m. in Room 1525 at the
State Capitol, Lincoln, Nebraska, for the p u rpose of
conducting a public hearing on the confirmation of Joyce
Simmons to the Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary
Education. Ns. Simmons testified via telephone. Senators
Present: Ron Raikes, Chairperson; Dennis Byars, Vice
Chairperson; Gwen Howard; Gail Kopplin; Vickie NcDonald; and
Elaine Stuhr. Sena tors Absent: Patrick Bourne; and Ed
Schrock .

CONFIRMATION HEARING ON
JOYCE SINNONS TO THE

COORDINATING CONMISSION FOR POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION

SENATOR RAIKES: Good morning. Welcome to this hearing of
the Education Co mmittee of the Nebraska Legislature,
convened specifically for the purpose of c onsidering the
g ubernatorial a ppointment of Dr. Joyce Simmons to t he
Coordinating C ommission f or Postsecondary Ed ucation.
Dr. Sxmmons, are you there amongst the static?

JOYCE SINNONS: Yes, I am. Good morning to all of you.

SENATOR RAIKES: Good mo rning, and let me introduce you
quickly to the members of the committee. We have all but
t wo h e r e . The one s w e h a v e h e r e a r e D r . . . . or , y es , Dr . ,
probably, Gail Kopplin; no, I'm sorry, from Gretna; Elaine
Stuhr from Bradshaw; Tammy Barry is our legal counsel; I'm
Ron Raikes, District 25; Senator Dennis Byars from Beatrice,
Nebraska; Senator Vickie NcDonald from St. Paul; Senator
Gwen Howard from Omaha. N issing so far are Senator Pat
Bourne from Omaha, and Senator Ed Schrock from Elm Creek. I
hope that the noise isn't quite as loud on your end as it is
on this end, but we' ll hope for the best in that regard.
Let me b egin b y as king you to tell us a little bit about
your interest in this position, and also a little bit about
yourself, if you'd care to.

JOYCE SINNONS: I a m ( i nau d i b l e ) , I h ope y o u c a n h e a r . I am
(inaudible), and my family actually ranches here in western
Cherry County, so I came back from California ( inaudib l e ) .
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(Laughter ) ( Inaudib l e )

S ENATOR RAIKES: C a n y o u h e a r m e ?

JOYCE SINNONS: I can hear you.

SENATOR RAIKES: Yeah, go ahead. We can pick up every third
or fourth word, so we' ll go with that. (Laughter )

JOYCE SIMMONS: (Inaudible) in Nebraska. But I started
c ollege at the Uni versity of Nebraska-Lincoln, an d
( inaudib le ) sy st e m as ( i n a ud i b l e ) C o l l e g e o f D e n t i s t r y w it h
a specialty in orthodontics ( inaudib l e ) . I g ue ss
(inaudible) since I am a ben eficiary of the system
( inaudib l e ) . I gue s s t h e t h i n g I (inaudible) the system,
a nd p e o p l e (inaudible), had an opportunity for education
( inaudib l e ) , a n d a l so j ust a ( inaudib l e ) . ( I naudi b l e)
members are aware of (inaudible) system (inaudible) and the
education office ( inaudib l e ) . Ny ( inaudib le ) gen e r a l l y
( inaudib le ) e x p e r i e nce i n ( i na u d i b l e ).

SENATOR RAIKES: Oka y, thank you very much. Dr. Simmons,
you weren't by chance riding a horse while you were talking,
were you'? We were kind of getting a g allop through the
( laughter)...at any rate, appreciate your comments. W e
did...we were able to hear part of it, and I also appreciate
your complete application so that we can look at that. Are
there any questions from members of th e co mmittee to
Dr. Simmons? Comments? Okay, we have a quiet group this
morning. I do wa nt to thank you very much for your, not
only your very strong record of public service, but a lso
your willingness to serve in this important position. And
thank you again for taking the time to visit with us this
morning .

JOYCE SINNONS: Wel l, I appreciate being able to do it by
telephone, and this certainly helps. Thank you this much.

Okay, we' ll move toSENATOR RAIKES: Th ank y o u a g a i n .
proponent testimony for Dr. Simmons.

LARRY SCHERER: Naybe I' ll just say a couple of words.

SENATOR RAIKES: O k a y. L ar r y ' ?
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LARRY SCHERER: For the record, my name is Larry Scherer.
I 'm staff with the Coordinating Commission. Dr . Simmons
would replace Dr. Helen Morton, who passed away last year,
and as she said, she's an orthodontist from Valentine, and
has a lot of experience in the Nebraska system. We ' re
looking for her to...it's an at-large position, representing
all of the state. She obviously has a medical background,
which is very valuable for the commission, and we' re looking
forward to working with her. She has an i nterest...we' ve

extending higher education to all parts of th e st ate, in
places where it's hard to re ach, obviously. S o we' re
looking forward to working with her.

SENATOR RAIKES: Ok a y .

LARRY SCHERER: Okay, thank you. Any questions for Larry?
Okay, thank you, Larry. Any other proponent testimony?
Opponent testimony? Neutral testimony? That will close our
hearing on the confirmation of Dr. Joyce Simmons for the
position on the Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary
Education. Thank you very much, and thank you, Dr. Simmons.

JOYCE SIMMONS: Thank you very much, I a ppreciate the
opportun i t y .

met with her in the o ffice. She has a n interest in

Co t t ee Cl er kChairperson


