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The following constitutes the reasons for this bill and the purposes which are
sought to be accomplished thereby:

LB 897 has been introduced to address the current high energy costs and to provide
some financial relief to person who invest in energy efficiency installations. In addition
to money savings for the people who make this commitment, the reduced use of
energy will extend the lives of current generating facilities such as the coal-fired and
nuclear power plants. This means the construction of new generation facilities will be
postponed along with the tremendous costs associated with such construction.

This bill provides a sales tax exemption for installed and purchased energy efficient
products and related labor to install them.

Energy efficient products include: air conditioner, furnace, boiler, hot water heater,
window, door, insulation, ceiling fan, ceiling fan light kit, clothes dryer, clothes washer,
dehumidifier, dishwasher, light bulb, light fixture, programmable thermostat,
refrigerator, or other product which have been designed by the US Environmental
Protection Agency and the US Department of Energy as meeting or exceeding the
energy efficiency requirements under the agencies’ Energy Star Program.

The Act becomes operative October 1, 2006.
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