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number of fatalities per 1,000 motorcycle drivers in Nebraska.
From 1990...1982 through 1988, when there was no helmet law in
effect, there were 177 fatalities. That was 0.44 fatalities per
1,000 motorcycle drivers There were 4 06 ,400 dr ivers. Now
those drivers i n creased t o 594 ,448, w h ich in my math is
a pprox i m a t e l y 18 8 , 0 0 0 . Tha t ' s , y ou k n ow , a l mo s t 5 0 p e r c e n t
increase in the number of drivers. But between 1989 and 2002,
the number of fatalities dropped from 177 to 119 . That ' s
0.2 fatalities per 1,000 motorcycle drivers. That, in itself,
is extremely dramatic and it shows even with a huge increase in
drivers the huge decrease in fatalities. T hen look at the
number of injuries which was equally as dramatic, and I th ink
p oint s out ver y obv i ous l y w h y we d o n ' t w a n t t h i s l eg i sl at i on ;
' 82 t o ' 88, the total number of injuries, 7,686. This was w i th
motorcycle re gistrations of 278,402. Betwe en 1989 and 2002,
when we had a mot o r c y c l e h e l met b i l l i n p l ac e, t hose i nj ur i es ,
total number of injuries dropped to 4,802. That's a reduction
of 2,800 injuries, aoout 40 percent again. That's s u bstantial.
That's with a total num ber o f registrations that went up to
2 93,365 . So ' 82 t o ' 88, you' re looking at 2 7 .61 in juries p e r
1,000 of m ot orcycle registrations. With helmets, that dropped
to 16.37 injuries. That's a substantial argument, folks, on why
we need t o c o n t i n u e t h e l egi s l at i on t h a t w e h av e i n p l ac e . And
I hope t h a t y o u wi l l re a l l y , t r u l y t h i nk ab o u t t h a t . An d I wa n t
t o g e t b a c k t o t he ame n d men t a l i t t l e b i t . I ' m a sk i n g v e r y
s imply , i f t h i s bo d y i ns i s t s t ha t t hey want t o change t hi s
legislation, l et's ma ke c ertain that we h ave a primary
enforcement. Let's make certain that we really have a law. W e
don't have a l a w i f we don't have a primary enforcement, and
it's not a matter of law enforcement out there just waiting to
stop somebody. It's a matter of protecting lives. I t's a
matter of saving money for the state. And so, please, remember
the amendment t hat we' re asking is to return this to a primary
rather than a secondary law. This should be a slam dunk.

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR BYARS: This shouldn't be anything that we should be
a rgu in g ab o u t . T hi s i s some t h i n g t h a t s h ou l d b e . . .we
shouldn' t . . . wh y s h oul d we no t d o t hi s? I mean we ' r e t al k i ng
just a little less than 2 percent of the peo...riders in this
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