
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CL ERK OF THE L E G ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

L B 4 7 9March 27 , 2 0 0 3

information and when we, hopefully, are in a little bet er shape
on the farm side.

S ENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you , Sen ator Co nnealy. Senato r
Cunningham. I s Se nator Cunningham in the...did you waive
your...thank you, Senator Cunningham. Senator Baker.

SENATOR BAKER: Thank you, Senator Cudaback and members. We are
getting information, I. ..on the public participation of these
p lant s i s ov e r w h e l m i n g. I k n ow t he p e o p l e ou t i n t h e l o bb y
d on' t . . . appare n t l y t h ey d i dn ' t h av e t h i s i n f o r ma t i o n . I d o n ' t
know why t h e y d i dn ' t h av e i t . I t ' s a v a i l ab l e f r o m t h e Et ha n o l
Board . Pu b l i c p a r t i c i p a t i o n i s way ah e a d o f ag p r od u c t i o n
participation. I'm getting...and that's without t a lking a b out
TIF, LB 775, L B 620, and block grants. You put those in there
and you g o t w ay o ut o f k i l t e r mi l l i o n s an d mi l l i o n s o f do l l a r s .
I was handed a sheet from DED here. Funded block grants, Blair
in Cargill, $920,000 block grant money. That doesn't show up on
t he h a n dou t I h a ve he r e . I t a l r e a dy s h o w s w e ' r e $ 12 m i l l i o n o u t
of balance. Ther e's $920,000 at Blair i n Car g ill; $5 05,000,
Sutherland A sso ciates. These are funded already, p ublic
funding. M ind en, KAAPA has applied fo r $50 0,000; L exington,
$500,000 ; Ge r i ng p l a nt , $5 0 0 , 0 0 0 ; Ra v en n a , $5 0 0 , 0 0 0; a n d
Trent on , $ 50 0 , 0 0 0 . Th a t ' s on t op o f T I F f i n an c i n g , L B 7 7 5 a n d
L B 620 . My goo d ness , i f t hey w a n t t o ke e p t h i s t h i ng e q u a l , w e
ought t o g e t r i d o f a l l t h e Ge n e r a l Fu n d f un d i ng ou t o f t h i s
bill and put it all on a checkoff. They better be careful what
they' re as k i ng fo r h er e ; t hey m ay g e t i t . So t hi s ar gum ent t h a t
we want t o make 5 0 / 5 0 f u n d i n g b y t h e a g c o mmunit y i s cl ear out
o f w h a ck , I m e a n m i l l i o n s o f dol l ar s , a n d i f we do w an t t o m a k e
i t t h a t t h e n we ' r e p r o babl y g o i n g t o pu l l t he m i l l i on a n d a ha l f
tha t ' s i n th e r e ou t o f Ge n e r a l Fu n d no w t h a t ' s i n t h e b i l l a n d
t he i n t en t f or t he yea r s d own t h e r o a d , so . . . a n d t h a t w o u l d h e l p
even t h i n g s u p . I f we wa n t t o go t her e , I gue s s we , y o u k n o w,
balance things out, we got to get rid of some of t hese other
p ubl i c f u n d i n g e n t i t i e s a n d n o t ma k e t h em s u b j e c t t o T I F an d so
on, et cetera. So this argument that people are trying to m ake
that we ma k e this 50/ 50, facts, I mean these are facts, they
just don't hold any water, ag contributions. I a lso need to
poin t o ut t h a t t h e o r i g i na l e t h a n ol i n c e n t i v e pr o g r am w a s f u n de d
by t h e wh e a t g r o we r s , o f a l l p eo p l e . I n 19 8 8 a n d ' 8 9 , we
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