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those businessmen who tell you, suckers and " suckeresses, " you
had better do thi s, and you do it. And you did it. Now here
you come ask ing me t o s h ow cons i d e r a t i o n t o ru r al peop l e ? We l l ,
fortunately for you, I don't blame the rural people for the way
their representatives conduct t h emselves. I should not punish
t he i n n o c en t b e c a u s e t h ey we r e n ot wi s e e n ou g h t o l o ok i n t o t h e
future and see that th ey had sent people down here who would
b et ra y t h e m a n d s e l l o u t t he i r i n t e r e s t s an d t e l l t h e wh o l e
worl d b y a vo t e t h a t t he y a i n ' t wo r t h n o t h i n g . My j o b i s t o b e
the defender of the downtrodden, even, Senator Cunningham, when
i t c o me s t o t ho se p eo p l e w h o w a n t m e o ut o f t h i s L eg i s l a t u r e a n d
v ote d o v e r w h e lm i n g l y t o ame n d t h e co n s t i t u t i o n t o g e t me ou t o f
this Legislature, and they did that t o sil ence t he str ongest
v oic e t h ey ha v e o n t h e f l o o r o f t h i s L eg i s l a t u r e . I f I we r e
smal l - m i n de d a n d p e t t y , I wo u l d co nd u c t my s e l f i n a d i f f e r e n t
way. But , desp ite how others on the floor conduct themselves
and sell out their constituents, my job is still that of a state
senator, and that means that I have to emb ra ce all of the
citizens of th i s state and do what I can to look out for their
best interests. So I'm going to ove rlook th e fact tha t my
colleagues have a shor t attention span; that one day they say
t he r u r a l com mun i t y a i n ' t wo r t h n o t h i ng , a n d t h e ne x t d a y t h e y
say t he r u r a l c om mu n i ty i s wor t h so mu c h t h a t t h e y ou g h t t o b e
given some consideration. I th ink Senator Sc h rock's b etter
angels are spe aking to him today, and I hope there are others
f rom the rural community whose better angels, if they have a ny ,
will also direct them to follow Senator Schrock's lead for the
reason t h a t h e ga v e a nd v o te i n f avo r of h i s mo t i on t o b r acket
t his b i l l . Howe v er , i f t hey ch o ose no t t o br ac k e t i t , I ' m goi n g
to get on th is bill and I shall ride ' em, cowboy . Tha n k y o u ,
Mr. Pr e s i d e n t .

S ENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you , Sen ator Ch ambers. Senato r
Connealy, followed b y Sen ator St uthman, Bak er, Raikes, and
Beut l e r . Se n a t o r Co n n e a ly .

SENATOR CONNEALY: Thank you, Mr. President and members. I want
to thank Senator Schrock for bringing this. Th is is not the
time to raise the checkoff. The EPIC Fund will be funded. It' s
our intent w hen we passed LB 5 36, when we established this
p rogram, to do it. We do not need to step up at this point a n d
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