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f or t h e s t a t e . No w, t h e St a t e Au d i t o r , o f c ou r se , c an a l r ea d y
do financial audits, but there are some good reasons, I think,
that we need to have performance audits done. And at that time,
r ea l l y n o b o d y w a s d o i n g t h e m. We l l , I l e a r n e d , du r i n g t h e
discussion o f th a t bill, that not all states have their state
a uditor doing performance audits. In fact, the majority of t h e
states do the audi ts, th e per formance audits, through their
Legislature, through their legislative branch, an d the the o ry
behind this is that the Legislature makes the policy decisions
and t h e L eg i s l a t u r e sh o u l d b e t h e o n e t o se e i f t h os e p o l i c y
deci s i o n s a r e b e i ng ca r r i e d ou t , a n d r a t he r t h an ha v e t h e
executive branch overlooking the executive branch. Now the re' s
arguments all over the board on that one and you can feel as you
do abou t t ha t , bu t t he up sh o t i s t h a t I c ame t o b e l i e ve t h a t t h e
Legis l a t u r e d i d n e e d t o h av e a ha n d l e o n wh a t w as g o i n g o n wi t h
performance audits, and that no bill that gave the State Auditor
u nl i m i t e d au t h o r i t y t o do t ho se au d i t s wa s p r ob a b l y ev e r g o i n g
to pass this Legislature. And so my staff and I began looking
a t how other states perhaps were doing performance audits, a n d
we ran across a p rovi sion i n Washington's law that said the
Sta e A u d i t o r cou l d do pe r f o r m a nc e a u d i t s wi t h t h e h e l p o f o r
wit h t h e ap p r o v a l , t h r ou g h st a t u t e , o f t he L eg i s l a t u r e . An d we
b egan t o l oo k a t t h a t a s a n o p t i on a n d t h a t ba s i ca l l y i s wh a t
t he u n d e r l y i ng L B 60 7 w a s . Now, wh i l e I ' m t a l k i ng ab o ut t h i s , I
shoul d a l so me n t i o n t h a t Sen a t o r Re d f i e l d a l s o h a s b ee n w or k i n g
on this issue for several years and has introduced several bills
b efor e t h e c o m mi tt e e , d o i ng . . .g i v i n g t h e St a t e Au d i t o r t h i s
maybe u n l i mi t e d a b i l i t y t o d o p e r f o r ma n c e a ud i t s . Se n a t o r
Redfie l d , I am s u r e , w i l l pr ob a b l y s p eak t o t he b i l l , but she
did come to me and expressed her support of the kind of approach
t ha t we de v e l op e d ov e r a pe r i o d o f t i me t h r o u g h t h e c om mi t t e e .
So, basically, what the bill originally d id , it a llowed the
State Auditor t o con duct pe rformance e valuations o f state
executive branch entities when expressly authorized by the
Legislature through st ate st atute. A nd the auditor would be
r equ i r e d t o i s su e t he p e r f o r ma n c e ev a l ua t i o n r e p o r t t o t h e
Director of Adm inistrative Services, which is the appropriate
s tand i n g c o mmi t t ee o f t h e Le g i s l a t u r e , a n d t he Le g i s l a t i v e
Program Ev a l u a t i o n Co m m it t e e . An d t ha t ' s wh a t t he o r i g i na l
LB 607 did, Mr. President. And with that, I'm going to as k if
Senato r Co m b s wo u l d l i ke an y o f t h e t i me t h a t I h a v e l e f t , an d
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