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question of whether a p a r ticular fee is a d o l l ar or t wo t oo muc h
or too li t tl e. And so in 1993 , the s ys tem was c ha nged. And I
don't know how many times ov er the l ast ten ye a rs somebody has

had occa s ion to comp la in abou t a fe e . It hasn 't be en ve r y
often. Rare ly . If th ey are u n satisfied with wha tever fee
within the range Game and Parks has p icked ou t , o bviously
they' re st ill fr ee to bring a b ill to the Leg is latur e ,

suggesting th at the fee be d ifferent or that the ran ge be

different or whatever. But I think it's been a good c h ange to
the sy st em . And I th ink ten ye a rs af ter the i ni ti al change is

about the right time for the next set of r a n ge c ha nges fo r the
committee to mak e . So I was del ighted to see the c o mmittee and
Senator Stuhr bring fo rward this bil l. I think i t ma k es e mi nent
sense in terms of the leg islat i ve p roces s and how the
Legislature should relate to an a g ency that has a l a rge number
of fees of one t ype or a no ther. Thank you .

S PEAKER BROMM : Th ank you , Senator Beutler . Senat o r Ch ambers .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr . P resid ent, members of th e Legislat ure,
i t ' s because th is agen cy is g ive n s uch au thority to ra ise so
many fees by so much t hat I h ave concern about it . I don ' t

think we ought to relinqu is h oversi gh t simp ly becau se to
exercise oversight would take some wo r k. We ' re h ere to do th e
work. These fee s ar e ta x e s. I believe a ny thing that the state

takes from the citizens is a ta x. Taxes are the m e a ns by which

governments ra ise r e v enue . They can ca l l it a surc harge, they
can call it a f e e, a l i c ensing fee, whatever th ey cho ose. And

rarely is there any correlation between the money taken and what
i t is that the sta t e cl a ims it's going to g i ve . The Ga m e an d

Parks Commission itself is top -he av y with peop le unlike the
ordinary cit iz ens of N ebras k a. It 's a p oliti cal plum. These

positions are gi ven out for political reasons . S enat o r
Beut l e r . . .I would like to ask Senator Beutler a qu e s tion or two
before I proceed, because I don 't want to m isrepre sent the
record or a nything Senator Beutler may have a ttempted.

SPEAKER BROMM : Senato r Be u tler, would you y i e ld, p l ease.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Sur e .
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