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FLOOR DEBATE

SENATOR LANDIS: I call the question, S e n a t o r  Cudaback.

SENATOR CUDABACK: T he q u e s t i o n  has b e e n  called. D o  I see five
hands? I do see five hands. The q u e s t i o n  b e f o r e  us is ceasing 
deba te  on A M 3 3 2 3 . Al l  in favor v o t e  aye, o p p o s e d  nay. The 
que s t i o n  b e f o r e  us is c e a s i n g  d e b a t e  on AM3323. W e ' r e  v o t i n g  on 
ceasing debate. We ' r e  v o t i n g  on c e a s i n g  d e b a t e  on AM3323. Have 
yo u  all v o t e d  wh o  care to? H ave y ou all v o t e d  w h o  care to? 
We're v o t i n g  on c e a s i n g  debate. Record, please, Mr. Clerk.

CLERK: 27 ayes, 9 nays to cease debate, Mr. President.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Deb a t e  does cease. S e n a t o r  Wickersham,
you' re  re c o g n i z e d  to close on y our amendment, A M 3 3 2 3 .

SENATOR WICKERSHAM: Th a n k  you, Mr. President. I'm going to
comment briefly. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  w e  n e e d  to h a v e  a lot of 
conversation, a d d i tional conversation, for th e  v o t e  tc adopt the 
amendment to the amendment. I see several lights on. We'll 
have m o r e  oppo r t u n i t y  to d i scuss the amend m e n t  befo r e  it's 
adopted to the bill. I a p p r eciate t he d i s c u s s i o n  w e ' v e  h ad thus 
far. I a p p r e c i a t e  your p a t i e n c e  in t a k i n g  u p  w h a t  is perhaps a 
little b i t  m o r e  c o m p l i c a t e d  issue t h a n  w h a t  yo u  e x p e c t e d  to take 
up at this point in time. Bu t  it's a v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  issue and 
it's a step that I b e l i e v e  that we n e e d  to t ake this evening, 
not only so t hat  we c an start to b r i n g  our fiscal h o u s e  in order 
for the c u r rent b i e n n i u m  bu t  so that, frankly, we ca n  be g i n  to 
address th e  longer t e r m  fiscal issues t hat w e  have. I continue 
to b e l i e v e  t hat  b r o a d e n i n g  of th e  sales t a x  b a s e  is appropriate 
and that th e  p r o p o s a l  that we h a v e  to roll b a c k  p a r t  of t he 1997 
income t a x  r e d u c t i o n  is appr o p r i a t e  in th e  current 
circumstances. W e  w o n ' t  be aski n g  a n y b o d y  to p a y  taxes that 
hasn ' t  earn e d  the income, t hat d o e s n ' t  h a v e  th e  a b i l i t y  to pay 
them, a nd I t h i n k  that's an impor t a n t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  in our 
current environment. I w a n t  to emp ha s i z e  a g a i n  t hat I would...I 
don't expect this n e c e s s a r i l y  to b e  an easy d e c i s i o n  for people. 
I don't t h i n k  that there are any e asy d e c i s i o n s  for u s  to make. 
This is no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  an e asy d e c i s i o n  e ven fo r  me, even 
though I'm comf o r t a b l e  w i t h  th e  decision. I b e l i e v e  it's an 
appr o p r i a t e  decision, but it is ne v e r  an e asy d e c i s i o n  to do


