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FLOOR DEBATE

appr o p r i a t e  and more appr o p r i a t e  t h a n  h a v i n g  it on t he General 
F und side. If y ou h ave it on the G e n e r a l  F u n d  side, then, 
depen d i n g  on wh o  pays sales an d  income t a x e s , t h a t 1s w h o 1s 
p a y i n g  for telep h o n e  use, for telep h o n e  regulation. If you have 
it on t h e  u s e r  side, it's the i ndustry and the p e o p l e  wh o  use 
t e l e phones wh o  p a y  for the re g u l a t o r y  ele m e n t s  that are 
ap p l icable to the telep h o n e  industry. A n d  t h a t’s g o o d  economic 
theo r y  because, as c l osely as it can, it a s s o c i a t e s ... it 
as soc ia tes  th e  cost of p r o d u c i n g  a p a r t i c u l a r  p r o d u c t  to the 
product. An d  the re g u l a t i o n  of a p a r t i c u l a r  p r o d u c t  is part of 
its cost. A n d  it's ent i r e l y  appropriate, as t h e y  d o  in Iowa and 
Kans a s  aijd...and all our surr o u n d i n g  states, to r e l y  less on 
Ge neral F u n d s  and m o r e  on th e  i ndustry an d  th e  p e o p l e  who use 
the product. Rules and r e g ulations are p a r t  of this process. 
W e  tr i e d  t o  pu t  th e  time line out there as far as w e  could, and 
still affe c t  th e  next b i e n n i u m  b e c a u s e  th e  n e x t  b i e n n i u m  is one 
where w e ' r e  g o i n g  to w ant to p r e s e r v e  as m u c h  c ash fund s as we 
can. An d  if we could pr e s e r v e  another $2 million, that w o u l d  be 
usef ul  t o  us. If yo u  d e l a y  this a year, w h e n  y o u  add in the 
rule and r e g u l a t i o n  process, it's...it is u n l i k e l y  that there 
w o u l d  b e  m u c h  impact in the n e x t  biennium, b e c a u s e  y o u  wo u l d  be 
g o i n g  out b e y o n d  that. So, I w o u l d  h o p e  t h a t  yo u  w o u l d  see fit 
to start t his process...

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: One minute.

SE NATOR BEUTLER: ...in motion. A n d  if for an y  reason any
element of the i ndustry feels like it's n o t  g o i n g  appropriately, 
certainly. Senator B r o m m  or Senator B r a s h e a r  or a n y b o d y  can 
introduce a b ill n e x t  y ear to m o d i f y  or t u r n  th e  p r o c e s s  around, 
or to other w i s e  affect what ' s  happening. B ut this is an 
o p p o r t u n i t y  to get started, an d  to g et s t a r t e d  in a w a y  that 
w o u l d  h a v e  a pos i t i v e  effect for us as far as our G e n e r a l  Funds 
are c o n c e r n e d  an d  d o e s n ' t  v i o l a t e  a ny p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  I know of. 
Certainly, it follows th e  w a y  we ' v e  d one thin g s  with our 
electric u t i l i t y  industry. It follows the wa y  we ' v e  d on e things 
in terras of cash f u nding for a large n u m b e r . . .most of our other 
r e g u l a t o r y  agencies. T h e r e 's ... t h e r e 's n o t h i n g  strange or 
radical or ne w  about this. The last t h i n g  I w a n t e d  t o  do was...

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Time.


