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in...in this area of safety. She has great c o n c e r n  and follows 
through w i t h  a lot of good i d e a s , and I c e r t a i n l y  appreciate 
that. This was a . . .a h a r d  bill for me in committee. I di d  not 
v o te  to advan ce the bill, myself. An d  those of yo u  wh o  have 
b e en  around, I hope, since I've b e e n  inv o l v e d  w i t h  the 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  Committee, k now that
I...i'm u s ually there on safe t y  issues. I'm u s u a l l y  there to 
tr y  to do something that might save lives, and so that's why it 
was a p r e t t y  diff i c u l t  thing for me not to s u pport com i n g  out of 
committee. One of the concerns I... I had, and I t h i n k  Senator 
T ho mp son  is ad d r e s s i n g  it w i t h  an amendment, wa s  the use of the 
e xp ec ted  to be h alf a m i llion d o l l a r  f und  t ha t we'll, perhaps, 
get from the F i r e s t o n e  li t i g a t i o n  settlement. I di d  not feel, 
at this po i n t  in time, that t h a t  was n e c e s s a r i l y  w h e r e  we wanted 
to del e g a t e  that money. We h a v e  a n u m b e r  of safe t y  education 
organizations, we have state agencies that can h e l p  promote 
safety. We h ave  the h i g h w a y  patrol. We h a v e  p e o p l e  wh o  can 
help get the m e s s a g e  out t h e r e  t h r ough p u b l i c  h e a l t h  programs 
and otherwise. And so I d id no t  feel we n e e d e d  to use what was 
appearing to be scarce funds for this p a r t i c u l a r  purpose. My 
s e c o n d . . .my second rese r v a t i o n  was, I do n ' t  th i n k  some people 
are going to see the pract i c a l  implications of t his bill coming. 
A n d  if the bill moves forward, I...I'm go i n g  to c ontinue to have 
those reservations. If y ou have a situa t i o n  w h e r e  yo u  have a 
n um b e r  of small c h ildren in your family, and they are out of 
t h e ...t h e y 're over age 5, a nd t h e y 're out of t h e ...the booster 
seat/car seat mode, y o u . . . y o u ' r e  going to h a v e  to h ave one 
o f . ..one of these seats for them, for e ach of them. An d  in some 
cases I do n ' t  think people f o resee that. Th e r e  are situations 
that I'm aware of w h e r e  p e o p l e . . .people are busy, they work, 
they carpool to get their kids to school, to take their kids to 
k inderg a r t e n  or to p ick them u p  f rom school and b r i n g  t h em  home. 
Now, I... I most certa i n l y  t h i n k  that t h e y  s h o u l d . ..should buckle 
the kids in, but I'm not sure t h a t  t h ey're go i n g  to h a v e  enough 
b o o ster seats for all th o s e  kids, that, if t hey h ap p e n  to 
carpool three, four, or five kids, I see a p r a c t i c a l  problem 
that the L e g islature is t h r u s t i n g  on them w i t h  this bill, if 
it...if it has the emergency clause, and I do n ' t  k now that the 
public is ready for that. W h a t . . .what I wo u l d  see as a ...as 
a...and I support the parts of the bill t hat  takes away 
t h e ... changes the system as far as first offense for an
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