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that these appointed attorneys do. They can be all the way from
a juvenile case; they can be all the way to a homicide case.
Most of the times they"re felonies...most of the times they"re
misdemeanors, |1 would say, that where the contract comes in and
they are assigned on a per cases basis. What LB 335 tries to do
is to tie all this togetherand it allows that the commission
would be able to establishsome standards for a county indigent
defense system. In other words, not just major cases, but all
these cases put together. This would provide a pretty good
level of property tax relief. It"s going to improve the quality
of those legal defense ?ystems and it would allow for the
adoption of some standards to operate a criminal defense,

indigent defense system. Now, again, we"re not talking about
everybody . We"re talking about those people who cannot afford
their own defense who have been charged with crimes. The
standards would relate to who"s eligible to represent those
people, caseloads, what a conflict of interest would be. Those
can be very difficult decisions to make about conflicts and,
quite frankly, if you don"t determine them ahead of time and you
get part way through the case and a conflict arises, or you wait
until after the conviction occurs and someone reviews that case
and finds a conflict of interest, the conviction goes out the
window. And so it"s economically wise. It"s expedient to find
those out ahead of time. This system that we propose is in
addition to the Commission on Public Advocacy. What they would
do is_ come in, if you want to participate. You do not have to
participate. Only if a county wants to participate would they
come in. They would then enter into an agreement and, in
return, they would get 50 percent reimbursement for all their
costs if they were a case involving first degree murder. That
means half their money would be paid for; the county would have
the other half. And then 40 percent of all their other cases,
and that"s all the way through the misdemeanors, through
paternity, enforcement, all those sorts of things, the state
woulld reimburse for the property tax portion and the county, in
return, would have to have the commission or would allow the
commission to set some standards. These standards would be the
salaries that people are paid, so they can control and try to
get quality people. They would also be to try and find some
training and continuing education. It would be similar to
building a road, and what that road would do. Can you imagine



