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North Platte, Scottsbluff. We have, of course, Omaha and 
Lincoln and many of our local medical providers and hospitals 
find it extremely helpful if they can transmit a large volume of 
information, including x-rays, scans and things like that, via 
telecommunications to another expert or to a specialist for an 
opinion. So it is just extremely practical and helpful. We've 
also seen, in the educational field, a rapid expansion of 
long...of distance learning capabilities. Many of our schools, 
as they find it difficult to find and to be able to afford a 
qualified teacher in certain subjects, particularly foreign 
languages and particularly mathematics and some of the sciences 
where we have probably the most shortage and the greatest 
competition with private industry, they have found distance 
learning to be a way for them to economically and efficiently 
bring in that class or that instructor, and we have made fairly 
good progress in that area. Nebraska doesn't have to apologize 
or take a back seat for our capabilities in distance learning. 
The job is not done. Later on in the session, hopefully, we'll 
get to Senator Kremer's priority bill and that will enhance and 
help finish the project of distance learning. How does this 
have anything to do with LB 827? It has everything to do with 
LB 827. As we try to develop those...those techniques and 
distance learning and economic development possibilities, 
businesses doing "e-business", it is essential that we have the 
capability, where needed, of providing broadband, high-speed 
telecommunications. The old, slow Internet just isn't up to 
providing the necessary service for those kinds of jobs. Now, 
as we headed into this to try to saa what we could do, if 
anything, to help enhance the availability of broadband in 
Nebraska, we first took a look at our own resources that we have 
and we have found that we do have the ability of high-speed 
telecommunications in a large part of Nebraska, particularly 
where we have a higher population. The population centers, many 
of them do have pretty good access. However, we also found that 
we had some resources that maybe weren't being fully used or 
that were there if we could figure out a way to use them, and in 
particular I'm talking about dark fiber that might be owned and 
controlled by our public utility companies, our power districts, 
our municipally owned electrical systems. Some of those 
entities have, in the construction of their internal 
communications and the laying of fiberoptic cable, have provided


