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take more than one word. But to show that we're not talking 
about potential, I cannot for the life of me understand what is 
in the mind of those who voted against that amendment and I will 
not try. But I will wonder about what's in the minds of those 
who will vote for this bill. The fact that 22 votes were given 
for that amendment may have something to do with the attitude 
that people have toward the bill and maybe not. Let me, in the 
process of offering amendments, put some things on the record 
that I want to be there so that when this bill comes up for 
discussion again, and I'm going to make sure that it does, if 
somebody in the future, when it's to be used as a re-election 
piece of propaganda, these things will be in the record. What 
is it that the Department of Economic Development is going to be 
required to do on this bill, under this bill? Page 3, starting 
in line 26, says, "the Department of Economic Development shall 
establish a Nebraska Venture Capital Forum Program”. To 
establish the program the department shall do these things, not 
the one who's going to get the $200,000 handout. The department 
shall organize a statewide system for facilitating this kind of 
investing. So the one who gets the $200,000 doesn't organize 
the system, the department organizes the system. Then when it 
comes to the type of information that is essential to the 
carrying out of this activity the department will identify and 
provide the information. So, if there is nobody in the 
department who has this expertise, therefore we need this bill,
why in the bill are you requiring the department to identify and
provide the information to the investors? The next thing there 
has to be the identifying and providing of information to the 
entrepreneurs. So the department is going to provide the
information to the investors, it's required to provide it to the 
entrepreneurs. Then what? The department has to provide the 
statewide regional meetings, forums and so forth for the
discussion of this kind of activity. What else will they do? 
This is something Senator Hilgert touched on. "The department 
will cooperate with other service entities in facilitating 
effectiveness of the program", and then it lists all of these 
activities that are going to be dealt with. That's another 
activity of the department. Who provides the clearinghouse? 
The department, the department will serve as a clearinghouse and 
access point for the information. Now the department identifies 
the information, provides it to the entrepreneur, provides it to


