TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber®s Office

March 29, 2000 LB 1167

SENATOR_ WEHRBEIN:  So it"s intended to be all volun...where is
the training money, is that going to be some federal grants or
other grants?

SENATOR SUTTLE: Yes.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: So it"s all volunteer, even after it gets off
and there is no need for administrators and...

SENATOR SUTTLE: That is correct.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: 1°m being a little careful because many times
those come back and bite us a little bit. Well, 171l reserve
judgment and 1°d like to hear the discussion on it. 1 wanted to
make comments on the committee amendments, Senator Thompson®s
bill, but 1711 wait for that till after this amendment. Thank

you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Wehrbein. Senator
Wickersham on the Suttle amendment.

SENATOR WICKERSHAM: Mr. President, members of the body, if you
recall, a year ago _Senator Suttle offered an amendment to
another bill an it dealt with this subject matter, and |
expressed a number of concerns about this kind of a program. |
expressed the concern that even though now it is staffed by
volunteers, and even though it does not now cost us any money,
and even though somebody will tell you that it will never cost
us any money, ultimately these programs need administration,
ultimately these programs, because they claim, rightly or
wrongly, that they are benefitting the state of Nebraska, they
will claim something and, for right or wrong, we will eventually
be asked to contribute state resources to support this program
sometime after it is started up. That was one concern. The
other concern 1 had with the proposal, and 1 still have with the
proposal, as it 1is presented to you in an amendment, is that
what we actually have iIn some cases Is persons engaged in the
unauthorized practice of law. Now that"s a serious issue no
matter in what context it arises, but 1, as a lawyer, have to be
concerned about that as it arises in the context of juvenile
proceedings, and 1'm not content to say that 1 think a judge



