TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber®s Office

Narch 8, 2000 LB 1004

may be like me, a teetotaler, don"t even use medicine, maybe
because 1 can"t afford it. But you are charged with something
in Nebraska and they want to punish you more severely by saying
you did something in another state when you lived there 11 1/2
years ago, and what you did violated a city ordinance, let"s say
a village ordinance. This little village on the edge of a
meadow, a Vvery bucolic scene, you can look out your window and
in the morning you can smell the dew. You can see the clear
blue  sky. The birds just awakening in the morning.
Senator...that"s not Senator Baker, Senator Dickey, and just
twittering to each other because they are so happy for a new
day. And the early bird has already gotten the worm, so the
rest of them go hungry the rest of the day but, nevertheless,

you are in a setting like that, so you did something in that
little village which violates a village ordinance. And who
lives in the village? Your family which are the Hatfields, and
this other family which is the NcCoy family. And there happened
to be more NcCoys than Hatfields, so everybody in office is a
NcCoy, and the real NcCoy sits as the judge. So every time a
Hatfield comes to court, NcCoy finds him or her guilty, and that
is on the Hatfield"s record, so the Hatfield comes to Nebraska,

and in checking out the background, that"s what you find. And
this Hatfield wants to explain to you, the judge, what is going
on in that little village and the problem between the Hatfields
and the NcCoys and the judge says 1 don®"t want to hear it. We
have a piece ofpaper here that says you were convicted and

that"s all 1 need to go by. This might be a long way around,
but to try to show how sometimes in villages judge... judgments
are based on an ad hoc system that would hardly be called just
any place else. There is no place to turn, nobody to go to.

Let*s say you“re an unpopular person in a small town. You all

remember the story of the Harper Valley PTA, and they were going
to get this young lady, and then when they call her before the
school board, she just started telling on everybody else. She
said this widow, she ought to keep her shades down, and then
there"s a milkman coming around standing in her yard peeking
under those shades, and just spilled the beans on everybody. It
was one of those kind of situations. We don"t want that to be a
basis, in my opinion, for enhancing a punishment. If you"ve got
one of these repeaters of this kind of conduct, you"re going to
be able to get him or her legitimately. So all that my
amendment would strike is the language that relates to using a
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