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never at home, and my law office thought I was never in the 
office. So I don’t know where I've been the last eight to ten 
years, but probably in the commute between Omaha and Lincoln I 
think. I know the bends pretty well ar', driving home at night 
when we've had our late nights I've been able to pretty much 
drive that with my eyes closed. I'd like to thank my wife Ann 
Marie for being here today. She's been a big, big help since 
we've been married. She's allowed me to serve in the 
Legislature the last eight, nine years, going on nine years, my 
children. During the last election there were all these signs 
up and they were following the election between Governor Nelson 
and Senator Hagel or Chuck Hagel at the time and they had the 
opportunity to meet Chuck Hagel after he was elected and they 
thought it was a big deal. And my son Michael and Megan, we 
were driving to school, 1 was dropping them off and they 
were...Megan got to meet Chuck Hagel and it was a big deal 
because she got to meet him, sit on his lap and she was kind of 
bragging to Michael who at the time was a first grader that she 
got to meet Chuck Hagel. And at the time I was driving, I said, 
you know, I'm a senator, too. And they both started laughing. 
They said, Dad, you're not a senator. We've met a senator and 
you're not a senator. It was an interesting perspective so I 
thought, well, maybe they ought to come down here and see me at 
work so I was able to bring them down here this spring. But it 
makes you realize how fast life does go. When I first came to 
the Legislature, I was pretty much a greenhorn. I...Senator 
Landis was here, Beutler, certainly Senator Chambers was here. 
I'd like to thank you for giving me an education and not only to 
the members that have been here but I've always felt that every 
day I've been here has been an education and I've always felt 
that I've learned something. And whether it's from sirens and 
the power of the volunteer fire department to legislative
committees that I've worked with, the Judiciary Committee and
Business and Labor, I've always... it's always been a fun, fun 
experience. And it's always been a real learning experience and 
I think that that's something that, I think that's something we 
can all appreciate. I’d like to thank my constituents for 
allowing me to serve the length of time because it has been
truly an honor ard a pleasure. I'd like to thank my parents, my
brothers, friends and relatives that worked so hard to keep me 
in office. And I'd like to thank my staff because really 
they're the ones that do all the work around here anyway. I get

16506


