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one dealing with the civil area, one dealing with the criminal, 
all those individuals would then be under the clerk of the
district court? They'd have a new title I assume would be clerk
of the court or unified court or...
SENATOR BEUTLER: If there's no merger, Senator, approved by the
judges and the merger would have to be approved by the judges, 
if there's no merger then they...
PRESIDENT ROBAK: Time.
SENATOR BEUTLER: ...would continue as they have been currently.
PRESIDENT ROBAK: Thank you, Senator Abboud. Senator Beutler.
SENATOR BEUTLER: If we can...let me try to answer the remainder
of your questions. If they merge, then they would be pursuant 
to whatever plan the judges come up with and they would take 
care of all those details in their individual plan.
SENATOR ABBOUD: So whether they choose to merge or not will be
dependent upon what the judges decide.
SENATOR BEUTLER: Yes.
SENATOR ABBOUD: Will they vote as a whole, would the district
court and the county court all vote together?
SENATOR BEUTLER: They will all vote together and whatever the
majority decides they will either do it or not do it.
SENATOR ABBOUD: And then the individual that will be in charge
of that unified clerk will be decided...if they merge them, will 
it be the elected clerk of the district court or will that...I'm 
just trying to work through how it's going to actually work. 
Could you give me an example, cite Douglas County here when 
we're...
SENATOR BEUTLER: Yeah. Well, if you had a merger situation,
remember that in order to have a merger situation there has to 
be a vacancy in one office or the other. And if there is such a
vacancy, then the incumbent would become the clerk of the court.
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